
Message: “Learning from a Camera Lens”
Date: July 11, 2021
Scripture: Psalm 8
Preacher: Rev. Robert Dean

What are human beings that God is mindful of them? Thousands of
years ago the psalmist stopped to ask this question while considering
the very nature of the universe. Looking upon the heavens, seeing the
stars and moon, the psalmist was moved to consider the very power
and majesty of God. What was it about human beings that God cared
enough to bless in such magnificent ways?

Thousands of years later, we are more aware of the delicate balance of
the world in which we live. If humanity has a special place in creation, it
is a place within the web of life. The world in which we live is a place of
beauty and wonder. Like the psalmist long ago, we look upon the world
around us and realize that the world is a place of splendor. Yes, the
world is full of wonder.

Less than a year ago, I sat on the shore right over there and
contemplated the seagulls that flew through the skies. I tracked the
birds carefully, carefully sighting them through the lens of my camera.
At just the right moment, the shutter opened and the cover to our
bulletin was captured. The sun shone through the feathers, the wind
blew underneath the wings, and the bird soared.

As I looked up with wonder, I contemplated the very beauty of the bird
in front of me. I grew up disliking seagulls. They have a tendency to be
aggressive scavengers, enjoy being extremely loud, and for some
reason my father always asked me to wash off their droppings. My
father used to call them flying rats: liking seagulls is not a family trait.



Looking through the images I captured that day, even now, I am still
struck by the beauty. In Matthew 6:26, while teaching a gathered crowd
about the nature of life, Jesus made a few simple statements and
asked a simple question: “Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow
nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds
them. Are you not of more value than they?”

As much as I have a strong tendency to dislike seagulls, the reality is
that they fly to and fro without making excessive plans for the next day.
As much as I have a rich family legacy of seeing them as dirty
creatures, the words of the next few verses in the Gospel of Matthew
apply to the seagulls as well as to the lilies of the fields in Christ’s day.
When the sun pours down through their wings, seagulls are creatures
of beauty. Even at my best, I doubt I have ever been clothed nearly as
beautifully as the humble birds that fly over the water. My wife might
give such birds a run for their money, but I have never dressed with
such beauty and finesse.

The Psalmist long ago looked at the world around and saw the
creatures gathered around. What are humans that God is mindful of
them? Does God really care so much about us that we are put into a
world with such beauty and grace? I put an image of a seagull on the
cover of our bulletin, but there are a thousand other moments that can
inspire us to ask deep questions. Last week my son took a picture of a
beetle on a flower and the shell shined like a jewel. Last month the
garden at the church was filled with flowers that shone with glory in the
light of the shining midday sun. Last winter, the snow caught in the
branches as we drove through the countryside. Last fall, the tree at the
end of the road burned with a vibrant red. The beauty of the fireflies
dancing under the starlight… The world is a beautiful and wonderful
place.



What are humans that God is mindful of them? Some of my favorite
pictures are of my children. I have three children and I really love the
pictures I have taken of them over the years. I have several pictures
taken at their birth, but there have been moments where I have caught
them smiling, talking, and even just walking that have caught my heart.

Of course, there are moments when things are not always sunshine
and roses, but they are still the apple of my eye. I care for each of
them deeply to the extent that there is very little I would not do to help
my kids grow up to be successful, wonderful, and kind people. When
they fall, I try to help them up. When they succeed, I cheer. If I can feel
that way about my children, how must God think of them? I have done
my best to help them, care for them, and love them, but in the words of
Psalm 139:13, they were knit together by the hands of God while I
watched and waited for them to appear.

God has created a wonderful world and blessed it with amazing
creatures. For me, few are as dear as my children, but there have
been people who have amazed me with kind hearts, lovely
compassion, and gentle mercy. I have known people whose strength
has cared for the weak, whose courage has stood for the
downtrodden, and whose words have stood for a better world. I have
seen the people around me and I can understand a simple truth: while
they may not be truly separate from the world around them, people are
truly as amazing as the world in which they live.

For me, this understanding of the world has changed the way that I see
this passage. Yes, the psalm speaks of dominion, but that dominion is
not a dominion of destruction. We are blessed with an amazing world
that we are called to cherish. Genesis began with humanity existing as
caretakers within a garden, and while the scriptures do speak of
humanity’s expulsion, the call to care for the world is never lifted. In



fact, humanity is sent out with the understanding that their lives are
intimately connected with the ground they will till and garden.

Yes, the psalmist does describe the world as being glorious, humanity
being crowned with glory, and there being a way in which the world
was meant to work. For me, living with honor and glory requires caring
for the world around me. What’s more, living with honor and glory
means that I am called to hand this beautiful world down to my
children, to your children, and to our children’s children.

The world is complicated, beautiful, and complex. There’s a thousand
and one things in the world that could help create a better world today,
but I will be honest with you all: I’m a pastor with a summer cold. Even
if I was feeling my best, I likely could not create a utopian world where
everything and everyone is well protected and encouraged. I am a
simple man who knows that he needs the wisdom of God and the
intelligence of others to help make the world a better place.

I can tell you my plan to help make the world a better place. I will pray
to God for the wisdom to discern what is good in this world and what is
broken. I will pray to God for the courage to listen to the people in my
life that have taken the time to learn these subjects far better than me,
even when it is inconvenient. I will do my best to listen and to seek the
right way forward with others instead of on my own.

Yes, I know that comes with challenges. I personally dislike paper
straws and can’t get the taste out of metal ones. I love the world in
which I live, so it is worth the challenges I will face. If I truly love the
place God has put me in this life, I may need to sacrifice for it. If I truly
love my children, then I may need to deny my own desires on their
behalf. All of this will require wisdom and discernment.



I invite you into a journey of discernment. What does God require of
you? Who are you that God is mindful of you? What is your place in
this world? I invite you to pray over these matters as we turn to God.
There’s a lot more to learn than what we see through a camera lens,
so let’s move past admiration to action. Let our first act be to enter into
prayer. Let us pray...

Psalm 8: NRSV
1 O Lord, our Sovereign,

how majestic is your name in all the earth!

You have set your glory above the heavens.
2     Out of the mouths of babes and infants
you have founded a bulwark because of your foes,

to silence the enemy and the avenger.

3 When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers,
the moon and the stars that you have established;

4 what are human beings that you are mindful of them,
mortals[a] that you care for them?

5 Yet you have made them a little lower than God,
and crowned them with glory and honor.

6 You have given them dominion over the works of your hands;
you have put all things under their feet,

7 all sheep and oxen,
and also the beasts of the field,

8 the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea,
whatever passes along the paths of the seas.

9 O Lord, our Sovereign,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!




