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The topic of our meditation is baptism. Our sermon will not be terribly long as we have a lot left to do in
our service this morning. We are taking the time to remember our baptism today a week after the last
baptism within our local church family. Due to concerns about the Coronavirus, that baptism took place
out in the world.

We are blessed to live with the ability to share in the gift of baptism with a family in a safe manner so
that the child was kept safe from a disease that has caused a lot of damage to the world around us. We
are challenged by the reality that baptism within a congregation is often our opportunity for the
congregation to remember the gift of their own baptisms. Today, we address that challenge by
reaffirming our own baptism. Let’s be clear about one thing: there’s still plenty to learn and grow from
here if you have yet to be baptized.

Last week we spoke about how baptism can be a blessing. It is true that Rev. John Wesley, one of the
founders of the Methodist movement, stood by the claim that salvation rested on being of the same
mind as Christ1; however, baptism has been at the heart of many Christian understandings of God’s
grace since the earliest days of the church. Indeed, a lot of beliefs about baptism spring from the
writings attributed to the Apostle Paul who wrote often about the power and importance of baptism.

One of the things we were left with at the end of last week’s sermon was a homework assignment. If
you were not present last week, that is okay. Our church members were asked to spend time this past
week thinking about how the church had fulfilled their vow as a congregation to care for the people
baptized into the community. Church members with a lengthy history of the church were invited to
remember the opportunities they were offered by the church for fellowship, spiritual growth, and
blessing. They were invited to be thankful in prayer for all the ways in their lives that the church had
provided for their needs as baptized Christians.

Church members with a shorter history of time with the church were given a similar assignment. Rather
than think about all of the opportunities they had received, they were invited to pray over how they
might want to grow in their faith. In other words, how did they want to be supported? They were invited
to pray over what their spiritual needs were and invited to share with myself or a member of our lay
servants so that we can do our best to help resource people with needs.

After spending a week thinking about how we wish we could be supported in our journey towards God
or about how we were blessed in the past, we return together as a community. Let me rhetorically ask
you, have you seen God at work in your life? Did you come away from prayers of gratitude or prayers
for wisdom with a sense of how God has worked in our life or could work in your life?

In the baptismal waters, we are offered different blessings. If you were baptized years ago, your
baptism was an act of inclusion into a community of love. You were sealed and set aside as a part of

1 Wesley quoted in Gayle Carlton Felton, This GIft of Water: The Practice and Theology of Baptism Among
Methodists in America. (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1992), 32.



God’s community. While we love everyone out there regardless of whether or not the people walking
through our doors have been baptized, one reason why our church keeps unlocking the doors, keep
greeting strangers, keep sharing our faith, and keep opening our hearts is because these practices are
a part of our congregation’s baptismal promises. You might think that’s an extravagant claim, but
consider the very mission of the church given to us by Christ Himself in Matthew 28:18-20 in the Great
Commission: (NRSV)

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you
always, to the end of the age.”

From the very beginning of the church, baptism has been at the heart of our practice as faithful
Christians. Yes, we teach, but we teach as we baptize people in the name of our Triune God. Yes, we
make disciples, but each of those disciples are invited into the family of the baptized. We look back at
our reading today and we see a reason why in Colossians. We believe that our broken selves are
buried with Christ in baptism. We believe that we are made to live again through the grace shared
through Christ’s love. As verse 14 tells us, the records of our brokenness are set aside: they are nailed
to the cross and left there as we go on in the new life that comes through Christ.

When we pour out the water of baptism, we are reminded of these simple truths. We are not only
welcomed into the church because of the baptismal promises made by congregations like this
congregation. We are welcomed into the church because all of the barriers that would make us
unworthy, broken, and hopeless are nailed to the cross through God’s love. In the baptismal waters we
are given a chance to remember these truths. While we may wash some dirt away with the baptismal
water, the Holy Spirit and fire sent down by God can clean even the grimiest of souls. Through the
power of the Holy Spirit that comes from God (and not us), the church is open to people of all ages,
nations, and races because it has become a place where hope and forgiveness has a home.

For me, the power of this truth is incredibly important. On a regular basis, I hear similar things while out
in the world. The Christian Church will come up and people will say something like: “Churches can be
so judgmental,” “I grew up in the Church and the people there were angry and bitter about everything
they didn’t like,” or “I grew up as a Christian, but I’m recovering and learning to accept people.”

When I hear those things, I am torn inside. Partially, I am sad because those experiences are not my
experience with church. Partially, I am also sad because those experiences have been true in many
churches over the years. When Paul warns the church in Colossians not to be taken in by philosophy
and empty deceit, I recognize the truth of the warning. I recall how often political philosophy has
affected the church. How often over the centuries has the church been torn apart by worldly
philosophies like racial segregation, ethnocentrism, classism, or the thousands of other philosophies
that have stood opposed to the gospel? We know perfectly well that this isn’t a problem of history but
that we continue to be courted and wooed by worldly powers that do not have our best interests or our
beliefs in mind.

I often wish we could break free of those temptations and remember as a community that we are not a
community that needs to bow down before the powers of this world. We can believe and live by the
gospel faith that all of the things that actually divide us from God can be nailed to the cross and forgiven



by Jesus Christ. We can live as a community of love because that love is what it means to be a
community. The love of God is what welcomes us and what drives us to fulfill our baptismal promises to
one another and to the people around us.

In many ways, these baptismal promises we share are at the core of what we believe. For me, it is
more than the fact that we reaffirm our beliefs when we share the creeds together. When we share in
these promises, we recall together both what’s important and why we gather together as a people.
Paul’s letter to the Ephesians puts it quite nicely in chapter 4, verse 4 through 6 (NRSV): “There is one
body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling,  one Lord, one faith, one
baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all.”

Why do we make every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace? We work to
maintain our unity for we are a part of one community of faith. We are bound together not by empty
promises, but by Christ’s love through our calling to this one body and this shared Spirit. God is above
all, and through all, and in all, so we gather as a community of hope and faith.

Friends, as we remember our baptism and as we come to the Lord’s table, I invite you to remember that
we are one body with one Spirit through Christ. If there is anything that would divide you from that unity,
whether enmity, strife, arrogance, hatred, or sorrow, I invite you to offer it to God. God is willing to nail
all that divides us from God to the cross and God is willing to walk with us as we work towards a life of
peace with one another. I invite you to turn to page fifty in our hymnal as we approach the God who
forgives and guides us...


