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Sunday, May 16, 2021 

The Sunday after Ascension 

 

Please respond with the leader when parts are in bold! 

 

 
 

Entering into worship together 

 

Prelude: “O Welt, ich muß dich lassen” Mrs. Francine Darling (organ)        by J.S. Bach 

 

Welcome and Announcements:   Mr. Joe Sibley 

 

Call to Worship:    Mr. Joe Sibley      United Methodist Book of Worship, #402 

 

Risen with Christ, let us seek the realities  

of the Spirit. 

Our life is hidden with Christ in God. 

 
He who descended is also ascended far above 

the heavens, that he might fill all things. 

When Christ, our Life, appears, we 

shall appear with him in glory! 

Alleluia! 

 

Opening Prayer:     Mr. Joe Sibley  

 
“A Prayer for the Sunday After the Ascension”        United Methodist Book of Worship, #404 
 
O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph to your 

kingdom in heaven. Do not leave us comfortless, but send us your Holy Spirit to strengthen us, and exalt 

us to that place where our Savior Christ has gone before; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting.     Amen. 

 

Opening Hymn: “Hail the Day that Sees Him Rise” Francine (Organ) & Jack (Vocals) Darling 

The United Methodist Hymnal #312 

Words: Charles Wesley (1739). Tune: ”Llanfair”; harm. by David Evans (1927, comp. by Robert Williams (1817) 

Copyright: Harm. by permission of Oxford University Press. From the "Revised Church Hymnary" 1927 
 
 

1 Hail the day that sees him rise, Alleluia! 

To his throne above the skies, Alleluia! 

Christ, awhile to mortals given, Alleluia! 

Reascends his native heaven, Alleluia! 

 

2 There the glorious triumph waits, Alleluia! 

Lift your heads, eternal gates, Alleluia! 

Christ hath conquered death and sin, Alleluia! 

Take the King of glory in, Alleluia! 

(continues on next page) 
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3 See! the heaven its Lord receives, Alleluia! 

Yet he loves the earth he leaves, Alleluia! 

Though returning to his throne, Alleluia! 

Still he calls the world his own, Alleluia! 

 

4 See! he lifts his hands above, Alleluia! 

See! he shows the prints of love, Alleluia! 

Hark! his gracious lips bestow, Alleluia! 

Blessings on his church below, Alleluia! 

 

 

 

Prayer of Invocation:     Pastor Rob Dean   Based upon Acts 1:11 & Galatians 5:22-23 
 

Holy Spirit, we look up into the heavens for Christ, but Christ has yet to return. Holy Spirit, we look to 

the horizon, but the clouds have yet to bear Christ back to us. We look and we wait in quiet moments.  

 

Give us the wisdom to find You in our midst. Holy Spirit, draw near during this time and dwell in our 

lives. As we wait for Christ's return, fill us with wisdom and hope. May Your Presence fill us with grace 

and blossom into love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control 

in our lives. Bless us Holy Spirit and guide us as we await the Ascended Christ.     Amen.   

 

Sharing as a Community 

 

Reflecting with Gratitude:  
 

Psalm for Reflection: Psalm 8:1-9   Pastor Rob Dean     From The Inclusive Bible 

 
1 YHWH, our Sovereign, how majestic is your Name in all the earth! You have placed your glory above 

the heavens! 
2 From the lips of infants and children you bring forth words of power and praise, to answer your 

adversaries and to silence the hostile and vengeful. 
3 When I behold your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars which you set in place -- 
4 what is humanity that you should be mindful of us? Who are we that you should care for us? 
5 You have made us barely less than God, and crowned us with glory and honor.  
6 You have made us responsible for the works of your hands, putting all things at our feet-- 
7 all sheep and oxen, yes, even the beasts of the field, 
8 the birds of the air, the fish of the sea and whatever swims in the paths of the seas. 
9 YHWH, our Sovereign, how majestic is your Name in all the earth!  

 

A Prayer of Thanksgiving:   Pastor Rob Dean  
 

Holy God, how majestic is your Name in all the earth! You have blessed us in countless ways. In 

a world full of majesty and wonder that fills us with awe, Your love surrounds us and covers us. 

Your love is vaster than the depths of the skies, deeper that depths of the sea, and precious 

beyond belief to Your children. 
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Please bless Your children as we gather together as a community in many places. Bless the food 

that will cross over our lips and the resources we will hold in our fingers. Help us to treat the 

blessings we have with reverence and care. Help us to look upon our lives with an understanding 

of Your love so that we might treat both ourselves and our neighbors well. Help us and guide us 

as we seek to live into the way of Christ.     Amen! 

 

Anthem: “Psalm 23”    Francine (Organ) & Jack (Vocals) Darling 

arranged by H. Bruce Soto 
 

 

 

Prayer for our Community and World: Pastor Rob Dean 

 

The Lord’s Prayer and Response: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God,  

and the friendship of the Holy Spirit be with us all evermore.  

 

Transitional Piece: “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah”  Mrs. Francine Darling (Music)              The Faith We Sing # 2026 

Pastor Rob Dean (Vocals) 

Halle, Halle, Halleluja! 

Halle, Halle, Halleluja! 

Halle, Halle, Halleluja! 

Halleluja! Halleluja! 

 

Scripture Readings: John 14:1-20  Mr. Joe Sibley 

 

The Word of God for the people of God! Thanks be to God! 

 

Sermon: “Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ will come again”  Pastor Rob Dean  

 

Closing Hymn: “Up from the Grave He Arose”   Francine (Music) and Jack (Vocals) Darling 

The United Methodist Hymnal #322.  

Words: Robert Lowry (1874). Tune: “Christ Arose” by Robert Lowry (1874) 
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1  Low in the grave he lay, Jesus my Savior, 

waiting the coming day, Jesus my Lord! 

 

Refrain: 

Up from the grave he arose, 

with a mighty triumph o'er his foes; 

he arose a victor from the dark domain, 

and he lives forever, with his saints to reign. 

He arose! He arose! Hallelujah! Christ arose! 
 

 
 

2  Vainly they watch his bed, Jesus my Savior; 

vainly they seal the dead, Jesus my Lord!  
 
[Refrain] 

 

3  Death cannot keep its prey, Jesus my Savior; 

he tore the bars away, Jesus my Lord!  
 
[Refrain] 

 

Closing Prayer:    Pastor Rob Dean 

 

Benediction:     Pastor Rob Dean 

 

Heading Out with God’s Grace  

 

Postlude: “Presto”     Mrs. Francine Darling       from the Italian Concerto 

by J.S. Bach 

 
 

Cover Image: “Tulip in Mary's Garden” May, 2021    — Pastor Rob Dean 

 

 

 

Upcoming Meetings (via Zoom):  

Tuesday, May 18, 2021: Trustees @ 7:00 PM 

Tuesday, May 25, 2021: Finance -Cancelled. 

                            Resumes in June 

Tuesday, June 1, 2021: SPPRC @ 6:30 PM 

Tuesday, June 8, 2021: Church Council @ 7:00 PM 

 

Serving you today:  
 

Mr. Kelly Brower, Technology    Mrs. Kay Cooke, May Altar Guild 
Mx. Austin Dean, Videography    Rev. Robert Dean, Pastor 
Mr. Richard Peterson, Usher    Ms. Sheryl Rakowski, Bulletin Prep. 
Mr. Joeseph Sibley, Lay Leader    Ms. Trudy VanOstrand, Sign-in Table 

Others: To Be Announced at Service 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Notes: Next Sunday is Pentecost! Please wear red for our service!  
 

If you missed this week's Ascension Reflection on YouTube, the video is available as a link on our church's 

website. This coming week we will be continuing with our Wednesday study of the Three General Rules of the 

Methodist Church set down by John Wesley. We will be looking at "the ordinances of God" and pondering how 

they fit into our practices in years past. Bless us as we look back in order to live more faithfully in the future 


