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A word before we begin: the sermon’s title was written when I believed
that the conclusion of our sermon would be at the heart of our sermon.
A better title might have been “Pondering the story’s place.”
Regardless of the title, let’s pray before we begin...

We are preaching for a second week on the same passage from the
Gospel of Luke. Last week we talked about how Jesus was present on
Easter night with his disciples. Jesus met them in tangible ways
including the act of eating fish in front of His disciples. For the disciples
there was both fear and doubt. Jesus stepped into the midst of both by
doing something entirely ordinary. As we noted, in the centuries since
the time of Christ, the act of sharing the Lord’s Supper has become a
simple act of faithful connection and grace. There’s something sacred
about sharing a meal in Christian culture.

This week we are noting that there is more within this passage than a
correlation with the act of communion. One of the reasons Christians
spend time reading the same scriptures again and again over time is
that the scriptures often hold different lessons for different times of life.
The scriptures can even hold multiple lessons for the same season of
life. We return to the same passages again and again because there is
a treasure trove worth of knowledge in our scriptures.

As we spend time in this passage, we note once again that the
disciples are gathered on the evening of Easter. Christ’s arrest and
execution occurred only a few days ago. There is grief around the
subject of Christ’s death. What is even more is that there are strange



accounts of Christ being resurrected from the dead. The stories being
shared are confusing and challenging.

In this moment of confusion Christ’s resurrection is revealed to all of
the disciples gathered together. Christ is suddenly standing in their
midst. Christ speaks with them while showing his hands and his feet.
Christ reassures them that he is not a ghost. Christ is present in the
midst of their doubts. Despite their fears and despite their doubts,
Christ is alive in their midst in a powerful way.

The disciples do not ask a question which many of us may be asking
ourselves. We have spent most Sundays between Easter and now
considering the retelling of the resurrection story from the Gospel of
Luke. We have heard how Christ’s tomb was found empty and how
messengers arrived to say that Christ was no longer in the tomb. We
have heard how Christ met the disciples on the road to Emmaus and
how Peter found the tomb empty when he went on his own journey to
see if the stories were true. We have just heard that Christ appeared in
their midst and ate a fish. We have heard the stories but we have not
taken the time to ask a simple question: Why? Why does all of this
happen?

As Christians, we spend a lot of time with the resurrection of Christ. We
talk about it whenever we share communion, it appears in many of our
songs and prayers, and has a special place in many of our hearts. For
many of us, there is a distinct reason why we believe and there may
even be a way to state clearly what we believe.

For a person first hearing this story though, it might be odd. If Jesus
has all of this power, then why did he suffer in the first place? If Jesus
is this special, then why do the disciples even have a moment of
hesitation or doubt? If Jesus led these people around for years while



doing miraculous things, why are they so surprised that one more
miraculous thing would happen? The gospels present the life of Jesus
as being a life filled with miraculous and amazing moments. Why are
the disciples shocked about this miracle after years of seeing
miracles?

One of the unfortunate realities of scripture is that we generally read a
story for the first time only once. While there are certainly moments
when we can receive new insight or new wisdom, it can be hard to
remember what it was like the very first time. Studying our scripture
might share with us the same insight found by the Apostle Paul in
Galatians 3:13 when he restates that ancient belief that anyone who
hangs on a tree is cursed, but there’s something different about
reading this story for the first time. While passages like Galatians 3:13
might help us to understand the shock of the disciples to see the Christ
who was cursed in the act of hanging on a tree standing there in
resurrected glory, that knowledge does not help us to grasp what it is
like to hear this story for the first time.

In trying to think of a way to express this reality, I tried to think of an
analogy to the situation that we are in as a people. The story we share
over and over again is beautiful and strange, but it is easy to
sometimes forget how strange it might be to someone who sees it for
the first time. It is easy to become so familiar with the story that we
sometimes forget to be amazed.

The analogy I came up with to explain the shocking nature of this story
occurred last year in November. I do not know if you remember, but in
the middle of last November something strange was found in an
Americn desert. While surveying wildlife from a helicopter in Utah,
biologists noticed something strange on the ground. In the middle of
the desert there was a monolith made of shining steel. There was a



riveted steel column found in the middle of nowhere and nobody knew
where it came from.

From what we can tell, in 2016 someone placed the monolith in the
middle of the desert. They placed the steel shape and left. Four years
later, it was finally discovered and everyone asked the same question:
Why? Why was there a steel monolith in the desert? What was the
point? Was it a message? Was it a sign that 2020 had just become
even weirder? Was it a warning or a practical joke? For the first few
days some people thought it might be aliens.

For days, everyone asked the same questions. The story was just odd
in the middle of an already odd year. It stuck in people’s minds and
people sought to figure out why this strange thing had happened.

I think it is safe to say that a lot of people including me were intrigued
by the story and wanted to know more. For many people, the mystery
required answers, especially when the original monolith disappeared
for a time. The story raised questions: What is going on and how could
this be?

In the same way, I think a reading of Luke’s gospel for the first time
would leave us with a lot of questions. Jesus lived such an amazing
life, died so tragically, and now is alive again. Why? Why did Christ’s
story turn out this way? How do all the parts fit together? What does it
mean? We are so familiar with the story, but it really is quite odd.

In our scriptures, it seems the gospel writers understand that this story
without context can be unsettling. In our passage, Luke’s gospel places
the entire story of Christ’s life within the context of scripture. Jesus
shows them that he is alive and risen from the grave. Jesus then points
them to the Hebrew scriptures. The people are told to look at the



prophets and it is noted that the prophecies are coming to fruition in
their midst. The disciples are told to look at the psalms they sing and
share. The words of those psalms are finding meaning in the story that
is occurring around the disciples. The people are pointed to the words
of Moses and they are invited to see that the law has been fulfilled.

For Luke, one of the last stories within this gospel is this story. The
story finds summation in part by this connection of the gospel story
with a greater context. For our gospel writers, there is a deep
connection between the events that have occurred in the life of Jesus,
the historic faith of the Hebrew people, and the events that have yet to
come. When people come across the gospel it might seem absurd or
beyond belief, but the gospel writers connect Christ’s life and stories
with the very foundations of the ancient Hebrew faith.

Consider the connections that the early church made between the life
of Christ and the prophets. In his letter to the Corinthian church in 1
Corinthians 1:19, Christ is connected with the prophetic words of the
29th chapter of Isaiah. In 1 Corinthians 1:18 it is stated that the actions
that took place on the cross contain the power of salvation and in the
next verse Isaiah is quoted. In Isaiah 29:13-14, the words are
proclaimed: (NRSV)

“The Lord said:
Because these people draw near with their mouths

and honor me with their lips,
while their hearts are far from me,

and their worship of me is a human commandment learned by
rote;
so I will again do

amazing things with this people,
shocking and amazing.



The wisdom of their wise shall perish,
and the discernment of the discerning shall be hidden.”

For the early church, the actions of Christ were seen as intrinsically
linked with the prophetic words of individuals like Isaiah. The church
read Isaiah’s words and saw the deep connections. There was nothing
rote or routine in the actions of Christ. The events of Good Friday and
Easter Sunday are seen as shocking and amazing. When the gospel
writers present the actions of Holy Week in light of the prophets, the
gospel is presented as a story that connects to the ancient traditions
like that of Isaiah.

We are given a gift when we stop to ask “Why did this happen? How
can this story of life, death, and resurrection make sense?” We receive
the opportunity to consider that these stories are both fantastic in that
moment and also a part of a greater story. When we point to the
connection made by individuals like Paul to the Scriptures, we are also
given the opportunity to reflect upon our own knowledge of the
scriptures. One slightly brilliant thing the gospel writers do in this
passage is to not lay out every connection. They seem to say “Here is
the story and it connects to our stories of faith. Now, go and make your
own connections. Christ will give you what was promised, you will
receive what God’s blessing, and you will be witnesses.” The disciples
last recorded conversation with Jesus in this gospel presents them as
a people who have come to finally understand that God has been at
work in and through everything.

At the end of our story, the disciples finally see the light. For all of the
confusion, for all of the questions, for all of the bickering, and for all of
the misunderstandings that occurred during their journey with Jesus,
the disciples have walked with Christ. They witnessed Christ at work,



learned from Christ’s words, and now they finally understand. They
have everything they need except one last thing.

It isn’t quite time yet. As members of the church who live far in the
future, we know that the disciples have to wait until Pentecost. The
Holy Spirit is on the way, but there are still a few last things to be done.
On the Day of Ascension, Jesus will rise up to sit at the right hand of
God. The disciples will continue to wait until the moment finally comes
when the Spirit will send them forth. At this moment they finally
understand, finally grasp the significance of Christ, and now it is a
matter of time.

For us as a church, I wonder what it would take for us to comprehend
the world around us in such a faithful way. We have received the story
of Christ’s life, death, and resurrection. We share with each other
reminders that there is life after death due to Christ’s faithfulness. We
share with one another the prophecies and the hope that comes from
reading God’s word. We do all of these things.

Are we willing to take the hope that comes from Easter and carry it
forward into Pentecost? Will we believe in Christ as we ponder where
Christ has gone and when Christ will come again? Will we have the
courage to go forth when it is time to go forth? Will we believe even in
the midst of the most challenging of circumstances?

Friends, God is with us. Let us pray to God that we too will hear the
call of Christ clearly when we are meant to act. Let us pray to God for
faith in Christ’s redeeming grace, for hope in Christ’s return, and for an
abiding love for God and each other… Let us pray...


