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Sunday, April 25, 2021 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Please respond with the leader when parts are in bold! 

 

 

Entering into worship together 

 

Prelude: “The Lord Bless You and Keep You” Francine Darling (Organ)                by Peter C. Lutkin 

 

Welcome and Announcements:   Judi Eastburn 

 

Call to Worship:    Judi Eastburn                                The United Methodist Hymnal #305 

 

Heaven and earth are embracing, 

and our souls find pardon at last. 

Now heaven’s gates are reopened 

to the sinner, to us all. 

Israel walks a journey; 

now we live, salvation’s our song; 

Christ’s resurrection has freed us. 

There are new worlds to explore. 

 

Walk on, O people of God; 

Walk on, O people of God! 

A new law, God’s new alliance, 

all creation is reborn. 

Walk on, O people of God; 

Walk on, O people of God! 

—Based on v.3 of “Camina, Pueblo de Dios” [English translation].  

Words: Cesareo Gabaraiin; Trans. by George Lockwood (1987); 

 trans. © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House. 

 

Opening Prayer: “Sundays of Easter”  Judi Eastburn  

 
Living Christ, as we gather, we remember that we have been freed through the power of the resurrection. 

As heaven and earth intertwine and embrace within Your people, we look towards the day when life shall 

blossom anew. Draw near to Your people as we continue to walk together. Bless us with the stamina we 

need to walk down the road of faith as one people in many places.     Amen. 

 

Opening Hymn: “Thine Be the Glory”  Francine (Organ) and Jack (Vocals) Darling 

The United Methodist Hymnal #308 

Author: Edmond L. Budry (1904); Trans. by R. Birch Hoyle (1923); Music: “JudasMaccabeus” 

arranged by G. F. Handel (1747); Source: Harmonia Sacra (ca. 1753).  
 

1 Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son; 

endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won. 

Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, 

kept the folded grave clothes where thy body lay. 
 

 

 

 

Continues on next page 
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Refrain: 

Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son; 

endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won. 

 

2. Lo! Jesus meets thee, risen from the tomb; 

lovingly he greets thee, scatters fear and gloom. 

Let the church with gladness hymns of triumph sing, 

for our Lord now liveth; death hath lost its sting. 

(Refrain) 

 

 

 

 

3. No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life! 

Life is naught without thee; aid us in our strife. 

Make us more than conquerors, through  

     thy deathless love; 

bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above. 

(Refrain)

 

 

 

Prayer of Invocation:     Rev. Dr. John Kotun 
 

God of Resurrection, we have been baptized into your death and resurrection. We believe that Christ has 

died, Christ has risen, and Christ will come again. As we gather in the season in Easter, remind us of 

Your promises. Although the tree may fall, there is life when spring comes. Give us the faith to believe in 

Your promises throughout our years.  

 

Fill us with hope through the Holy Spirit as we gather together today. Surround our lives and homes with 

hope and peace as we gather to listen for Your voice. Bless our lives, bind us together, and strengthen us 

in body and soul today.     Amen.   

 

Pastoral Prayer:    Rev. Dr. John Kotun  

 

Sharing as a Community 

 

Reflecting with Gratitude:  
 

Psalm for Reflection:   Rev. Dr. John Kotun  
Psalm 42 from the Psalter, page 777, United Methodist Hymnal 

 

“1 As a deer longs for flowing streams,  

  so my soul longs for you, O God.  
2 My soul thirsts for God,  

  for the living God.  

  When shall I come and behold  

  the face of God?  

3 My tears have been my food  

  day and night,  

  while people say to me continually,  

  “Where is your God?”  
4 These things I remember,  

  as I pour out my soul:  

  how I went with the throng,  

  and led them in procession to the house of God,  

  with glad shouts and songs of thanksgiving,  

  a multitude keeping festival.  

5 Why are you cast down, O my soul,  

  and why are you disquieted within me?  
6 Hope in God; whom again I shall praise, 

  my help and my God.  

 

Refrain: 

God will give you a new heart, 

  a new spirit put within 
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My soul is cast down within me;  

  therefore I remember you  

  from the land of Jordan and of Hermon,  

  from Mount Mizar.  
7 Deep calls to deep  

at the thunder of your cataracts;  

all your waves and your billows  

have gone over me.  

8 By day the LORD commands his steadfast love,  

  and at night his song is with me,  

  a prayer to the God of my life.  
9 I say to God, my rock,  

  “Why have you forgotten me?  

  Why do I mourn  

  because of the oppression of the enemy?”  
 

10 Like a deadly wound in my body,  

  my adversaries taunt me,  

  they say to me continually,  

  “Where is your God?”  

11 Why are you cast down, O my soul,  

  and why are you disquieted within me?  

  Hope in God; whom again I shall praise, 

  my help and my God. 

 

Refrain: 

God will give you a new heart, 

  a new spirit put within” 

 

 

 

 

A Prayer of Thanksgiving:   Rev. Dr. John Kotun  
 

Holy God, thank You for all that has helped us throughout this week. Thank You for the food on 

our tables, the friendship in our lives, and the blessings we do not recognize. Thank you for the 

offerings and tithes that support our community and help our common witness in Trumansburg 

and around the world. 

 

As we gather, we recognize that we have often made mistakes, harmed people around us, and 

ignored the blessings that You have planted within us. We are imperfect but You still offer Your 

perfect love. Help us to move past our broken places to a place of repentance. Give us the grace 

we need to recognize Your place in our lives. Help us as we long for the depths of Your 

forgiveness.   

 

Thank You for being our God. Help us to be Your people.     Amen! 

 

Words of Assurance:    Rev. Dr. John Kotun  

 

Here the Good News! Christ died for us while we were yet sinners. This act of grace proves God's 

love towards us. In the name of Jesus Christ, we are all forgiven!     Hallelujah! 

 

Anthem: “Shepherd Me, O God”   Francine (piano) and Jack (Vocals) Darling 

- By Marty Haugen, arranged by Mark Hayes 

 

 

 



5 

Prayer for our Community and World: Judi Eastburn  

 

The Lord’s Prayer and Response: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God,  

and the friendship of the Holy Spirit be with us all evermore.  

 

Transitional Piece: “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah” Mrs. Francine Darling (Music) & Mrs. Judi Eastburn (Vocals) 

The Faith We Sing # 2026 

Halle, Halle, Halleluja! 

Halle, Halle, Halleluja! 

Halle, Halle, Halleluja! 

Halleluja! Halleluja! 

 

Scripture Readings:    Rev. Dr. John Kotun 

 

First Reading: Psalm 121 

 

 Second Reading: John 6:22-35 

 

The Word of God for the people of God! Thanks be to God! 

 

Sermon:    Rev. Dr. John Kotun  

 

Heading Out with God’s Grace  

 

Closing Hymn: “Nothing but the Blood”  Francine (Organ) and Jack (Vocals) Darling 

The United Methodist Hymnal #362.  

Words and Music: Robert Lowry (1876); Tune: “Plainfield” 

 
 

1 What can wash away my sin? 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

What can make me whole again? 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 

Continues on next page 
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Refrain: 

O precious is the flow 

that makes me bright as snow; 

no other fount I know; 

nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

 

2 For my pardon this I see: 

nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

For my cleansing this my plea: 

nothing but the blood of Jesus. (Refrain) 

 

 

3 Nothing can for sin atone: 

nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

Naught of good that I have done: 

nothing but the blood of Jesus. [Refrain] 

 

4 This is all my hope and peace: 

nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

This is all my righteousness: 

nothing but the blood of Jesus. (Refrain) 

 

Closing Prayer:     Rev. Dr. John Kotun 
 

Holy Spirit, empower and surround us as we leave this place of worship spread by Your grace across this 

land. May our feet walk in Your ways with Your wisdom and grace. May our lips share Your words with 

a world in need of love and may our ears listen to others with Your perfect patience. Keep us safe until we 

gather together again.     Amen. 

 

Exhortation to Share:    Rev. Dr. John Kotun  

 

Benediction:     Rev. Dr. John Kotun  

 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us 

all. Hallelujah!     Amen! 

 

Postlude: “Tollite Hostias”   Mrs. Francine Darling (Piano)                                   by Camille Saint-Saens 

 
 

Cover Image: “New growth springing forth among deadwood”, Renwick Woods,  

April 2021 Pastor Rob Dean 

 

 

 

Upcoming Meetings:  

Tuesday, April 27, 2021: Finance @ 7:00 PM (Zoom)  

Tuesday, May 4, 2021: SPPRC @ 6:30 PM (Zoom) 

Tuesday, May 11, 2021: Church Council @ 7:00 PM (Zoom)  

Tuesday, May 18, 2021: Trustees @ 7:00 PM (Zoom)  
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Serving you today:  
 

Mr. Kelly Brower, Technology    Mrs. Eileen Collins, April Altar Guild 

Mrs. Francine Darling, Piano & Organ   Mr. Jack Darling, Vocals 

Mx. Austin Dean, Videography    Mrs. Judi Eastburn, Lay Leader 

Rev. Dr. John Kotun     Ms. Sheryl Rakowski, Bulletin preparation 

 

 

 

Friends, after discussion within the SPRC and in consultation with our Church Council Chair, we are 

happy to announce that we are planning on reopening in-person worship on the first Sunday in May! 

After a long spring, the church is preparing to reopen with our COVID precautions in place. On Sunday 

morning, while continuing to livestream on Zoom, we will be allowing in-person worship with the 

equivalent of a first-come, first-serve basis. Masks will be required, temperatures will be taken at the 

door, and social-distancing will be kept in effect regardless of vaccination status, although vaccination 

is encouraged both for the safety of others and for the betterment of our community as a whole 

 

On the first Sunday of May, we will be offering communion with individual cups of juice and wafers for 

individuals. There will be neither a common cup nor a shared loaf, but each person will receive a sealed 

cup with juice along with a wafer. The elements will be distributed by an usher who will be wearing 

sanitary gloves. We will unfortunately not be able to offer gluten-free communion wafers at this time, 

but all of the juice is individually sealed at the factory. If you are local and wish to bring a gluten-free 

“wafer” from home in a sealed container, it will happily be included within the consecration of the 

elements. 


