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We are living within the season of Easter and this morning we are continuing to look at the events of
that first Easter. While each gospel has a different presentation of the events on Easter Sunday and in
the weeks to follow, we are spending some time in Luke’s gospel.

There’s an interesting thing that happens in our reading today. A lot of the events are very similar in the
four gospel accounts of Easter. Early in the morning Jesus’ empty tomb is discovered. There are slight
differences in how Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John present the events early that morning, but there are
often slight differences in how the gospels portray the events of that holy morning.

While Matthew’s gospel has the women bringing the good news to the disciples like our reading from
Luke this morning, Mark’s gospel (which has two endings due to two significant collections of ancient
manuscripts ending two different ways) goes out of the way of sharing how the disciples did not believe
the messengers from the tomb. To be fair to the disciples, they also did not believe the disciples that
came back from encountering Jesus on the road. Mark’s gospel goes as far as upbraiding the disciples
for their lack of trust in Jesus’ words before His crucifixion.1

Both John and Luke have Peter returning to the scene of the resurrection. In John’s gospel, Peter is
accompanied by another disciple.2 In the gospel of Luke, it is Peter alone that returns to the tomb to
seek the truth. While the disciples are presented the gospel and a testimony to the truth by the women
who have witnessed Christ’s resurrection, Luke’s gospel presents the disciples as a people who look at
their story and their understanding as an idle tale. The disciples are dismissive of the testimony of the
wise women who proclaim the gospel for the first time after Christ’s resurrection.

While we are not engaging in a deep Bible study of this passage like we would in an academic setting
or even in a Bible study, there are some things we should notice in passing. First, Luke presents the
women of Easter morning as not only offering a testimony of Christ’s resurrection but goes out of the
way to point out that they did more than simply describe an empty space.

The women are entrusted with the knowledge that Christ had to be handed over to die in order to rise
from the dead. When they present the story of the resurrection, they tie the resurrection to the events
before Good Friday. They move beyond being witnesses to truly being the first evangelists by sharing
the news that the awful events of Good Friday truly were meant to be good. This is a refreshing and
powerful expression of the power of the words of women in a patriarchal culture.

Second, Luke’s gospel presents an interesting fact. First, each of the eleven living disciples are offered
the same story. Second, ten of those disciples decide that the resurrection of Christ must be an idle tale
or insanity. For the ten disciples, the journey of Christ to the grave is still very much at the center of their
understanding of how the universe must work. Christ has died and He must still be gone.

2 John 20:3-5
1 Matthew 28:1-10, Mark 16:9-14



One disciple wonders about the story though. Peter gets up, runs to the grave, and looks into the story
that has been shared by the women who went to prepare Christ’s body for His interment. The gospel
tells us that Peter goes into the tomb, finds the linen wrappings that seemingly should have been
wrapped around Christ, and is amazed by the events at the tomb.

Does Peter fully believe in the resurrection at this point? If Peter is included within the condemnation
found in the gospel of Mark then perhaps Peter has not made a decision to believe or not at this point.
In truth, we cannot know what Peter was thinking and surely we are not meant to sit in judgment over
Peter. Peter and God alone know what was running through Peter’s head that first Easter morning.

What we do know from the gospel is that Peter goes to look and that itself is intriguing. Peter alone
takes the time to look into the story. Whether or not Peter believed, Peter is willing to open his eyes to
the story. Peter did more than sit in his grief and doubt: Peter opens his eyes and goes to see what has
happened.

It does not seem like much, does it? If you had been following someone around as a teacher and rabbi
for years, you might think that you would have a sense of obligation. If someone claims his body has
either been resurrected or stolen from the grave, you might think it would be worth looking into even if
you think the story is an idle tale. The journey to look into the resurrection story seems like the bare
minimum a person might do as a disciple.

To be fair, there’s a chance that this is a trap laid for the disciples by the very people who arrested
Christ. There is perhaps a level of justifiable paranoia or caution, but the story does not tell us that they
want to look but are afraid. While we can give the disciples the benefit of the doubt, there really is a
question about whether there’s evidence in the story that justifies such an assumption.

Even if we do give the disciples the benefit of the doubt by assuming that their disbelief is motivated by
fear or that they remained in hiding due to fear, the gospel presents the fact that Peter works up the
courage and/or bravery to make the trip to the tomb. What Peter does is genuinely remarkable and
worthy of praise.

What about you? What about me? Sometimes when we read gospel stories there might be a parable
that is meant to change our perspective on the world. We might read a story that expresses an aspect
of Christ’s personality and teaches us about God’s nature. We might see a teaching that of Christ that
expresses the very way God wishes us to live. There are all types of reactions we might have when
reading the gospel.

Sometimes the very question a story might present to us is what we might do in the situation we are
reading. What would you do if a group of women came in to present a story in which Christ is alive?
What would I do if those same women told me how it makes sense that Christ would no longer be dead
when we think about what Christ once taught? Would you go to the tomb or would you stay still in fear
and doubt? Would I trust enough to look or would I just assume that this must be a silly story?

The challenge of Easter is a challenge that remains before us today. What do we do when confronted
with the story of resurrection? Do we believe? Do we doubt? Are we even willing to look and discover
the truth for ourselves?



This seems like an idle question, but is it? Within the past two weeks a Gallup poll was released that
says for the first time in recent history less than 50% of people are members of a church, synagogue, or
mosque. Since the beginning of polling in 1937, this is the first poll that has found that less than half a
people are connected to an organized religion. With at least a 23% drop in polling numbers since 73%
of Americans claimed a connection with a church, synagogue, or mosque in 1937, there’s seemingly a
reason to ask simple questions like what we believe and why. With so many people around us asking
why they should believe and belong, we perhaps should ask what we believe and why.3

In the empty tomb the message and love of God is manifested over the power of death. In the
resurrection of Jesus, there is a promise for our own life and resurrection. In the words of the wise
women of Easter morning, there’s a truth about the very nature of life that defies our understanding. In
the curiosity and willingness of Peter, there’s an invitation for us to be willing for the divine to act in
amazing and powerful ways.

Truthfully, we each have an opportunity in our lives to ask whether or not we would have looked in the
empty tomb. To a certain extent, each time that we are confronted with the divine we are offered the
chance to choose whether or not we will open our eyes to see. We may not see the empty tomb with
our own eyes, but we are offered a chance to look for God whenever we recognize that life is more than
simply a waiting game with death.

When divine mercy comes down to a broken people, Christ is there. When sacrificial love triumphs over
self-centeredness, Christ is there. When God acts in our world in either big or small ways, Christ is
there. The question is whether or not we are willing to open our eyes to see.

Let us pray...

3 https://www.washingtonpost.com/religion/2021/03/29/church-membership-fallen-below-majority/


