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Sunday, March 21, 2021 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 

Please respond with the leader when parts are in bold! 

 

 

Entering into worship together 

 

Prelude: “Theme from a Ballade (from Opus 38)”         by Frederic Chopin, arranged by William Barnett 

 

Welcome and Announcements:   Judi Eastburn 

 

Call to Worship    Judi Eastburn 

You have heard it said "Patience is a 

virtue and virtue is a grace," but our 

scriptures tell us that the patience of 

our Lord is our salvation. 

We gather as an odd people from a strange 

world. May God help us to grow in both the 

grace and knowledge of our Savior. 

May God draw near to us as we seek 

to live together in peace. 
May God bless us as we join together this day. 

 
—Based on 2 Peter 3:14-18 

 

Opening Prayer    Judi Eastburn 

 
"O Lord, open my eyes that I may see the footsteps of Jesus and tread in all 

his righteous ways, turning neither to the right hand or the left,  

but keep in that path which ends in everlasting life.”  Amen.” 
 

—Prayer of Early Methodist Leader Susannah Design of Bristol,  

August 18, 1741 

 

Opening Hymn: “Great is Thy Faithfulness”       Published as #140 in the United Methodist Hymnal 

Author: Thomas O. Chisholm (1923). Music: “Faithfulness” by William M. Runyan (1923)  

©1923, renewed 1951 Hope Publishing Co.  

 

 

1. Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 

there is no shadow of turning with thee; 

thou changest not, thy compassions, they 

     fail not; 

as thou hast been, thou forever wilt be. 

 

 

REFRAIN: 

Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy 

     faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

all I have needed thy hand hath provided; 

great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 

(Continued on page 3) 
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2. Summer and winter and springtime and 

     harvest, 

sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 

join with all nature in manifold witness 

to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. 

Refrain 

 

 

3. Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 

strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!  

Refrain. 

 

Pastoral Prayer:    Pastor Rob Dean  
 

Sharing as a Community 

 

Reflecting with Gratitude:  
 

“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the 

worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all 

who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to 

escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 

—Luke 21:34-38 
 
"[Jesus] came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives; and the disciples followed him. 

When he reached the place, he said to them, 'Pray that you may not come into the time of trial.' Then he 

withdrew from them about a stone’s throw, knelt down, and prayed, 'Father, if you are willing, remove 

this cup from me; yet, not my will but yours be done.' [[Then an angel from heaven appeared to him and 

gave him strength. In his anguish he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat became like great drops of 

blood falling down on the ground.]] When he got up from prayer, he came to the disciples and found 

them sleeping because of grief, and he said to them, 'Why are you sleeping? Get up and pray that you 

may not come into the time of trial.' ” 

—Luke 22:39-46 

 

A Prayer of Thanksgiving:   Pastor Rob Dean  
 

Alert Christ, You are the One who calls us to stay awake. We are grateful for Your patient love as we 

travel with You towards Calvary. We admit that we have a track record of being distracted. please bless 

us as we travel closer to Calvary. As we approach Holy Week next Sunday, bless us and prepare our 

hearts and minds. Help us to stay awake with You as approach Jerusalem.   Amen. 

 

Anthem: “Jesus Tempted in the Desert” sung by Jack Darling 

words by Herman Stuempfle, Jr.,  Music by Thomas J. Williams 

 

Prayer for our Community and World: Judi Eastburn  
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The Lord’s Prayer and Response: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God,  

and the friendship of the Holy Spirit be with us all evermore.  

 

Thirty Seconds of Still Silence:  Judi Eastburn  

 

 
Scripture Readings: 2 Peter 3:14-18   Dick Peterson 

 

The Word of God for the people of God! Thanks be to God! 

 

Sermon: “The Value of Silence”  Pastor Rob Dean  

 

Music: “Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross”  Meg Gaige, Guitarist 

Published as #301 in the United Methodist Hymnal.   

Words by Fanny J. Crosby (1869); Music: “Near the Cross” comp. by William H. Doane (1869). 

 
1. Jesus, keep me near the cross; 

there a precious fountain, 

free to all, a healing stream, 

flows from Calvary's mountain. 

(Refrain) 

 

 

 

REFRAIN 

In the cross, in the cross, 

be my glory ever, 

till my raptured soul shall find 

rest beyond the river. 

 

 

 

 
 

2. Near the cross, a trembling soul, 

love and mercy found me; 

there the bright and morning star 

sheds its beams around me. 

(Refrain) 

 

3. Near the cross! O Lamb of God, 

bring its scenes before me; 

help me walk from day to day 

with its shadow o'er me. 

(Refrain) 

 

4. Near the cross I'll watch and wait, 

hoping, trusting ever, 

till I reach the golden strand 

just beyond the river. 

(Refrain). 
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Heading Out with God’s Grace  
 
 
Closing Music: “Breathe on Me, Breath of God”         Published as #420 in the United Methodist Hymnal. 

Words  Edwin Hatch (1878); Music: “Trenthan” by Robert Jackson (1888). 

 
1. Breathe on me, Breath of God, 

fill me with life anew, 

that I may love what thou dost love, 

and do what thou wouldst do 
 
2. Breathe on me, Breath of God, 

until my heart is pure, 

until with thee I will one will, 

to do and to endure.  
 

3. Breathe on me, Breath of God, 

till I am wholly thine, 

till all this earthly part of me 

glows with thy fire divine.  
 
4. Breathe on me, Breath of God, 

so shall I never die, 

but live with thee the perfect life 

of thine eternity. 

 
Closing Prayer:    Pastor Rob Dean  
 

"O God, give me grace that I may not prove a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the Word, that so I 

may be blessed in my deed!" "O my God give me yourself. Then shall this wilderness become like 

a watered garden which you have planted." 

— Prayers of Mary Gilbert, January 20 & 23, 1765 

 

Exhortation to Share:    Pastor Rob Dean  

 

Benediction: Pastoral   Pastor Rob Dean  

 

Postlude: “Gigue” by Douglas E. Wagner 

 
 

Cover Image: “The Daughters of Jerusalem” © Jan Richardson. janrichardson.com 

 

Upcoming Meetings:  

Tuesday, March 23, 2021: Finance @ 7:00 PM (Zoom)  

Tuesday, April 6, 2021: SPPRC @ 6:30 PM (Zoom)  

Tuesday, April 13, 2021: Church Council @ 7:00 PM (Zoom) 

 

Serving you today:  
 
Mr. Kelly Brower, Technology   Mrs. Francine Darling, Pianist & Organist  

Mr. Jack Darling, Vocalist Mx. Grace “Austin” Dean, Camera Operator  

Pastor Robert Dean, Preacher Mrs. Judi Eastburn, Lay Leader  

Mr. Dick Peterson, Reader Mrs. Karen Dean, March Altar Guild 

Ms. Meg Gaige, Guitarist Ms. Sheryl Rakowski, Bulletin preparation 
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Very little is known of the author of our Opening Prayer. Susannah Design was a member of the Bristol 

band of Methodists and leaves behind one journal that was 42 pages of length, which was filled with an 

account of life interspersed with prayers like that in our bulletin.  

 

Mary Gilbert (1751-1768) was the daughter of Nathaniel and Elizabeth Gilbert. Nathaniel was an early 

missionary in the West Indies. Mary was sent to England to finish her education where she met John 

Wesley. Mary died before being reunited with her family, a month shy of her seventeenth birthday. 

Wesley called her a prodigy of a child and regretted her early passing. 

 

More stories, prayers, instructions, and poems from early Methodist women can be found in "Early 

Methodist Spirituality: Selected Women's Writings" which was edited by Paul Wesley Chilcote. 


