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We are in the season of Lent and at Trumansburg UMC, throughout this season we are 
seeking after two goals: First, we are headed towards Easter. Second, we are trying to arrive 
at Easter as people who have been strengthened in our faith. 
 
The first goal we hold in common with Christians from both across our world and through time. 
Since at least the First Council of Nicea in 325, the Christian church has recognized the 
season of Lent as a special time of the year. For many, this season has been a time of 
preparation before baptism on Easter. For others, this season has been a time of personal and 
communal growth through specific spiritual disciplines. For still others, this has been a season 
of anticipation and specific Bible readings. For all, this season is a season which finds a 
culmination in the events of Holy Week and Easter. 
 
This is not a surprise. Easter is the day of Resurrection and through Easter the earliest forms 
of the church found both hope and joy. The earliest documents that we have recording parts of 
the conversations between churches and their founders continually circle back to the events of 
Easter and Holy Week. The community was founded on behaviors inspired by actions that took 
place at the end of Lent, reliant on the testimonies of Christ’s resurrection, and dependent on 
the hope found in Christ’s actions throughout both Holy Week, Easter, and the weeks following 
the resurrection. 
 
The passage we read today itself relies on the very holiday we are approaching. The passage 
contains one of the most problematic words to begin any scripture reading: an adverb. The 
reading relies on the word “therefore,” which makes us ask what our passage refers to when it 
uses that adverb. What do we need to know about what came just before these words? How 
does that affect what we read? Why does 1 Peter 2:1 tell us to rid ourselves of malice, guile, 
insincerity, envy and slander? Why does 1 Peter 2:2 compare us to newborn infants? 
 
If we go back a few verses, 1 Peter 1:23 says, “You have been born anew, not of perishable 
but of imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of God.” Heading a few verses 
further back, we find in 1 Peter 1:18-19 that we have been ransomed from our brokenness and 
made anew through the work of Christ. This work happens through the events of Holy Week. 
As odd as it sounds to our modern ears, the author says that we have been ransomed by the 
blood of Christ, therefore we are born anew, and therefore we must be careful with our lives. 
To put it succinctly, we are to be careful with our lives because our life together and as 
individuals finds newness through the work of Christ at the end of this Lenten journey. 
 



Like every church celebrating Lent, we are headed towards the cross. I once heard it said that 
nearly every act of worship in Christian circles leads towards both the cross and resurrection. If 
that’s true, then it makes sense that our Lenten journey heads in that direction.  
 
While I see where that perspective originates, I believe that there is often more than one 
destination in most worship services. We may head towards the cross in worship with the 
secondary goal of inviting people to reflect on what they are doing with their lives. We may 
head towards the cross with the secondary goal of sharing at the Lord’s table with open arms. 
We may head towards the cross with the secondary goal of inspiring hope during a difficult 
time in life. To reverse the paradigm, on some occasions we may head towards the Nativity 
with the secondary goal of starting the journey to the cross. I believe worship is by nature 
multifaceted and multilayered. If you will permit me, I think worship acts like a kaleidoscope of 
purpose. 
 
Our secondary goal throughout this season is to strengthen ourselves on the journey towards 
the cross. As stated a few weeks ago on Ash Wednesday, our goal is to keep our feet planted 
in this present moment with one hand grasping the traditions and patterns of the past with 
another hand reaching forward towards the future kindom1 of God. We stand in the shape of 
the cross with arms reaching to the past and the future. This concept was originally proposed 
by Laurence Hull Stookey in the book “Calendar,” and we have been using Rev. Stookey’s 
idea as an inspiration to reach back into our traditions to find sources of strength as well as an 
inspiration to reach forward towards a vision of God’s Kindom on earth and in heaven. 
 
I truly believe that reaching forward towards the Kindom of God is a strengthening behavior. 
When we reach forward towards the future with hope in our eyes, it is hopefully with the same 
sentiment expressed by the author of 1 Peter.  
 
If the church has been ransomed by Christ and made new, then it makes sense for the author 
traditionally credited as the Apostle Peter to suggest that the church needs to take care with 
their lives. The people have been ransomed with the blood of Peter’s friend and Rabbi, made 
new through the gift of resurrection, and awaits the return of Christ who has gone to prepare 
places for the people in God’s house. It absolutely makes sense that the people rid themselves 
of malice, envy, slander, and insincerity. The people are preparing to go to the very house of 
God. The great feast at God’s table is right around the corner: why would they be obsessed 
with all of the things that inspire envy? 
 

1 I have yet to preach a sermon on this subject or place a footnote on the phrase “kindom” in any of my sermons, 
so I will place a short explanation here. The word kindom is used in place of the word “kingdom” for two reasons: 
1) An acknowledgment that God is neither male nor female but inclusive of all humanity, and 2) An 
acknowledgment that humanity under God is not passive, but is actively engaged in acts of relationship with 
others in the family. Christ is made King at the end of the time in our scriptures, so it is not exactly taboo to refer 
to the Kingdom of God, but I prefer the inclusive Kindom of God because of the second point. We do not sit idle 
under divine royalty and I like that the Kindom of God approach invokes our call to relationship with others.  



To put it in different terms, Peter might be saying to the people that the great feast is near. To 
use the imagery of the gospels and Revelation, there is to be a great marriage and feast when 
Christ returns. The celebration is right around the corner. To move the question to modern 
times, why would you waste your time arguing over a slice of pizza from the gas station when 
there’s an amazing feast right around the world? Yeah, you might be hungry at that moment, 
but why focus on something like a cheap slice of pizza to the point of growing envious when 
you and the people you love are on your way to the banquet? Why let it divide you? Why let it 
harm you? 
 
Think about the words that Peter says in our reading. Especially focus on the verbs that the 
church is invited to consider in this passage. God has made you new, so LONG for spiritual 
milk so that you can GROW. Why do you long for it, by the way? You long for it because you 
have TASTED and seen that Christ is good. 
 
Peter invites the readers to COME to Christ in order to BUILT themselves into a spiritual 
house that is holy, to OFFER spiritual sacrifices that are acceptable, and to PROCLAIM the 
acts of Christ?  
 
Why, do we proclaim the works of God by the way? Christ has come for us despite facing 
rejection and has become the foundation of salvation for us. Although others stumble over 
Christ, we rejoice for Christ has done good things for us and for the world. We proclaim what 
Christ has done because it is good news that is meant to be shared. 
 
I personally love what Peter’s letter says in this passage. In a passage that is full of invitations 
and scripture references, there is a phrase that stands out. Just as the Hebrew scriptures are 
full of beauty but are drawn upon in letters like this one from Peter, I love drawing on the words 
of Peter when I seek to encourage people. Peter says: “Once you were not a people, but now 
you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.” 
 
I love those words and I love what they tell us about how Peter saw the people he was writing 
to in the earliest days of the church. Throughout the centuries, we continue to pass these 
words down because we believe they hold value for us today. Why does Peter care about what 
these people do with their lives? Why does Peter invite them to be ready for the joy that is to 
come? Why does Peter invite them to take hope and joy in what happens at the end of Lent? 
 
Peter cares because the people he is writing to are God’s people. They have become God’s 
beloved children just like Peter. They may have once been Gentiles or Jews, God fearing 
people or pagans, Pharisees or fishermen, but they have all become God’s people. Peter 
cares for what they do because they are family. For that matter, we are family too. Each of our 
lives matter to God. 
 



Peter invites the people to more actions. I will be honest and note that we chose to 
intentionally cut the reading off at verse 17 because Peter takes the whole subject of accepting 
the authority of every human institution found in verse 13 way too far.  
 
Yes, it is true that the passage that immediately follows our reading has been used to endorse 
and encourage slavery, but let us remember that we do not accept everything we read hook, 
line, and sinker. There is a place in our spirituality for using not only the words of scripture but 
also the gifts of wisdom and discernment that God has given us. Slavery and human trafficking 
are decidedly acts that I truly believe are abhorrent to the will of God, and I am not alone in 
that statement. Our church as a whole has stated several places in our Book of Resolutions, 
but specifically in ¶6032: 
 

“[The General Conference of the United Methodist Church calls] on United Methodists 
… to actively champion anti-slavery efforts by petitioning the United Nations and the 
legislative bodies of all countries in which The United Methodist Church has an 
organized ecclesiastical structure, to demand the freeing of all persons subjected to 
modern-day forms of enslavement and bonded labor.”  

 
While this part of our sermon feels a bit like a side note, it felt wrong to skip over the 
opportunity to denounce the evil of slavery, especially when we live in a world that is 
celebrating African and African-American heritage this month. There is still much to be done 
and taking the opportunity to note the depth and reality of the task around us is never wasted 
time. For that matter, we do the work of seeking God’s way every month of the year. 
(intentional pause before going on) 
 
What actions can we affirm that Peter calls the church to before the section on slavery? Peter 
calls on the people to abstain from the desires of the flesh that war on the soul. Peter calls on 
the people to live honorably among the Gentiles, to live as peaceably as possible with the 
authorities around them, to honor everyone, and to honor the emperor. 
 
While each of these could stand as the basis for the rest of our sermon, I would invite us to 
consider the invitation to abstain from the desires of the flesh that war on the soul. It may seem 
a bit ethereal or a bit odd to focus on that little moment in all of what the people are invited to, 
but I think it is integral to our purpose for this Lent.  
 
We journey towards the cross and we seek to arrive at the cross as a holy people. We have 
heard how God has made us clean and how God has become the foundation for our hope. We 
have heard how we have become God’s people. We have heard how the hope expressed in 
the past has given our feet a place to stand today, so how do we react? If we know what God 
has done, what do we do with our lives? To go back to our silly reference before, if we know 
the feast is coming, how do we keep from arguing over the gas station pizza? 
 



One of the best things we can ask ourselves in this life is whether the things we are doing are 
creating a world that we want to live in? To put it slightly differently, how will the things we do 
today affect our well being tomorrow?  
 
Let me put this into a modern day parable for us: The fall before the pandemic began, I was 
invited to perform an outdoor wedding. During rehearsal, I went to stand where the couple 
desired to be married and waited for the couple to consult with their family about how they 
would want to reach their venue on the top of a beautifully landscaped hill.  
 
There were two paths to the beautiful hillside marriage location. The first involved an out of the 
way walkway that was utilitarian but not picturesque. The second involved a walk up a hillside 
through the middle of beautiful shrubbery in clean, freshly groomed garden beds. In other 
words, one way to the top was safe and the other was beautiful. The question I asked the bride 
was whether she was willing to risk her massively expensive and easily dirtied white dress by 
walking up that narrow path. One slip and the wedding photos would require explanations at 
the least or the whole day seen as ruined if a person was melodramatic. 
 
As a people, we are made new in Christ. Like a bride in a white dress, we are unblemished. To 
use some of the language of the prophets, although our sins dye us scarlet, we are made 
clean like freshly fallen snow. We are brought to a place of life and wholeness of Christ. Do we 
dare risk our well being and freshness by walking through the mud? We have been made new 
for a price that far exceeds the most expensive wedding dress. Theologically, you could take 
the cost of every wedding in history and put them together and the price will still be less than 
what has been paid through Christ’s actions at the end of our Lenten journey. God’s work is 
beyond price and is precious. 
 
We have been ransomed for a high price, so how will we treat this priceless gift? Will we 
journey forward towards God with gratitude or treat our gift with disdain? 
 
Now, let’s be clear: falling in the mud will not stain our souls, but there’s a lot of stuff out there 
that most of us know is unhealthy for our wellbeing. We have already touched on the subject of 
slavery. Do you believe you can oppress someone and treat them as property and then turn 
around to walk shameless before God? Of course the challenge does not end with slavery. Do 
you believe you can push down or harm people because of the color of their skin, the 
neighborhood in which they live, or the language they speak? Does that seem like something 
you can do without upsetting the way you were meant to live?  
 
We theologically believe that nothing can separate us from the love of Christ Jesus, but let me 
ask you this: do you believe a world that is founded on broken behavior will make for a better 
future or a worse future? What world do you believe would be better for you and more pleasing 
to God?  
 



If you know the way God intends for your life, then I invite you to step forward into that world 
with courage and bravery. If you need to pray about it, then I invite you to take some time this 
Lent to pray. Whatever you do, I invite you to choose to move forward in this moment. Do not 
simply wait for the world to decide your path: step into the future with faith, hope, and love. 
 
Whatever that future looks like to you, I invite us to remember that we are God’s people. We 
are going to step forward in the service in a moment and then out into the world shortly after, 
but first let’s take a moment to thank God for what we have already received and to ask for 
guidance about where we are going to head from this place. 


