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Sunday, January 31, 2021  

Fourth Sunday of Common Time  

Please respond with the leader when parts are in bold!  

  
Entering into worship together  

 
Prelude: Theme from Variations in B-flat Major Op. 83 by Felix Mendelssohn 

Welcome and Announcements     Judi Eastburn 

 

Call to Worship      Judi Eastburn 

(Based on Micah 2:12-13) 

 
1. Come to worship, beloved people! 

Gather with courage and hope! 
2. God goes before us through these difficult days. 
 The gates that keep us in a place of darkness will shatter: 
 God will lead us out and the hills will resound  

     with glad voices. 
 Let us gather together in hope and prayer. 

 

Opening Prayer    Judi Eastburn 

(Based on John 10:1-5, Micah 2:12-13) 
 
Jesus Christ, you are our Good Shepherd. You care for the flock through windy rain, 
freezing sleet, and oppressive heat. You are present with Your people under the brightest 
sun and through the darkest night. You care for us, love us, and guide us gently. 
 
We gather together as a community to worship You. We also gather because we love each 
other. We care deeply for one another and as we gather we acknowledge that we live in a 
difficult world. We have family in the faith around our world that live in dangerous 
places. We have family who live in communities where they are despised, who face 
discrimination due to their differences, who are bound by addiction, and who struggle to 
find hope after a lifetime battling abuse. There are places both in our community and 
around the world where there is pain and struggle. 
 
Send Your Spirit as we gather in worship. Renew Your people in soul and spirit 
through this time so that we might follow You into freedom and hope. Enable us to 
spend this time with You so that we might join You in breaking through the barriers 
that hold our family captive. Give us what we need in worship so that we might be Your 
partners. Amen.  
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Opening Hymn: “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” 

Words attr. to Dorothy A. Thrupp;1836 (Jn. 10:1-29); Music by William B. Bradbury; 1859.  
Published as #381 in the United Methodist Hymnal.   
 

 
1. Savior, like a shepherd lead us, 

much we need thy tender care;  
in thy pleasant pastures feed us,  
for our use thy folds prepare.  
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus!  
Thou hast bought us, thine we are. 
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus!  
Thou hast bought us, thine we are. 

 
2. We are thine, thou dost befriend us,  

be the guardian of our way;  
keep thy flock, from sin defend us,  
seek us when we go astray.  
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus!  
Hear, O hear us when we pray.  
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus!  
Hear, O hear us when we pray. 

 

3. Thou hast promised to receive us, 
poor and sinful though we be;  
thou hast mercy to relieve us,  
grace to cleanse and power to free.  
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus!  
We will early turn to thee.  
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus!  
We will early turn to thee. 

 
4. Early let us seek thy favor,  

early let us do thy will;  
blessed Lord and only Savior,  
with thy love our bosoms fill.  
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus!  
Thou hast loved us, love us still.  
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus!  
Thou hast loved us, love us still 

 
 
Pastoral Prayer        Pastor Rob Dean  
 

Sharing as a Community 
 
Reflecting with Gratitude  

 
“The one condition that precedes every kind of prayer is being present to God with 
conscious awareness. God is always present with us, whether or not we can feel this 
reality. In a very real sense, then, the foundation of all prayer is being present in the 
presence of God.” 

 

— Marjorie Thompson, “Soul Feast: An Invitation to the Christian Spiritual Life,” pg. 33 
 
 

The sky is blue because the sun is still shining. 
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A Prayer of Thanksgiving Pastor Rob Dean  
 

God of Heaven, the sun still shines out in space. Behind wisps of cloud and shards of 
snow, the sun is still shining. When the light fills the heavens in a glorious blue while 
there is nobody able to see it, the sun still continues to shine. No cloud can extinguish 
heaven’s light forever. 
 
Your Presence in our lives and in our community is like that sunlight. We may go a 
season without seeing the sky, but the light still shines towards us. We may spend a night 
thinking that the world is full of darkness, but Your Spirit returns like the dawn.  
 
Thank You for loving us and caring for us. Thank You for being present in our lives even 
when all we see is gray clouds and barren trees. Your Presence enfolds us, encourages 
us, and blesses us on our journey. 
 
Please remind us of Your Presence. Help us to be awestruck by Your love as deeply as we 
are when we are caught by the blueness of the sky after gray days. Help us to live as a 
community of gratitude that remembers Your love for us and our neighbor. Help that 
memory to build a community of kindness, grace, love, and support. Bless us and let Your 
Light shine down on us throughout this winter’s day. Amen. 

 
 

Prayer for our Community and World Judi Eastburn  
 
The Lord’s Prayer and Response 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  
  
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God,  
and the friendship of the Holy Spirit be with us all evermore.  

  
Thirty Seconds of Still Silence  Judi Eastburn  
  
Scripture Readings:  Micah 2:1-13 
 

The Word of God for the people of God! Thanks be to God!  
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Sermon: “Micah the Passionate Prophet” Pastor Rob Dean  
 

Heading Out with God’s Grace  
  
Closing Music: “Who is my mother?”   Published as #2225 in the “Faith We Sing” 

Words Shirley Erena Murray; Tune by KINDRED 54.54 D;  
Music by Jack Schrader; 1859. © Hope Publishing Co. (1992) 

 
  

1 Who is my mother, 
who is my brother? 
all those who gather 
round Jesus Christ: 
Spirit-blown people, 
born from the Gospel 
sit at the table, 
round Jesus Christ. 
 

2  Differently abled, 
differently labeled 
widen the circle 
round Jesus Christ: 
Crutches and stigmas, 
culture's enigmas, 
all come together 
round Jesus Christ. 

 

3  Love will relate us– 
color or status 
can't segregate us, 
round Jesus Christ: 
family failings, 
human derailings– 
all are accepted, 
round Jesus Christ. 

 
4  Bound by one vision, 

met for one mission 
we claim each other, 
round Jesus Christ: 
Here is my mother, 
here is my brother, 
kindred in Spirit, 
through Jesus Christ.

 
 
Exhortation to Share Pastor Rob Dean  
 

Pastoral Benediction Pastor Rob Dean  
 

Postlude: “The Harmonious Blacksmith” by George Frederic Handel 
 

  
Cover Image: Winter Sky through Branches 
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Upcoming Meetings:  

Tuesday, February 2, 2021: SPPRC @ 6:30 PM (Zoom)  
Tuesday, February 9, 2021: Church Council @ 7:00 PM (Zoom)  
Tuesday, February 16, 2021: Trustees @ 7:00 PM (Zoom)  
Tuesday, February 23, 2021: Finance @ 7:00 PM (Zoom)  

 
 

Serving you today:  
  

Mr. Kelly Brower , Technology  Mrs. Francine Darling, Pianist & Organist  
Mr. Jack Darling, Vocalist   Mx. Grace “Austin” Dean, Camera Operator  
Pastor Robert Dean, Preacher.  Mrs. Judi Eastburn, Lay Leader  
January Altar Guild: Marie Rich   Ms. Sheryl Rakowski, Bulletin preparation 

  
  

 

This week on Wednesday we will be looking at the figure of Miriam from the Exodus account through 
YouTube. Please look for a link to be shared on the eNews this week to join in a time of "asynchronous" 
prayer and study.
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