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Sunday, January 3, 2021 
Sunday before Epiphany 

Please respond with the leader when parts are in bold! 
 

Entering into worship together 
 
Prelude: “Air from Water Musick” by Handel 
Welcome and Announcements Judi Eastburn 
 
Call to Worship Judi Eastburn 
 
Great news has come: God is truly 
Emmanuel! Where there was once a 
wandering and warring people, there is 
now a Prince of Peace. Where there was 
once dark gloom, there is now divine 
light! Where once death held sway, there 
is now eternal life! 

Gold, frankincense, and myrrh: these 
were once signs of the wealth of royalty, 
the sacredness of divinity, and the 
mystery of death. Emmanuel, we come 
to celebrate You as we celebrate the 
Epiphany of Jesus Christ! 

 
Opening Prayer Judi Eastburn  
 

Blessed Savior, we have followed the Guiding Light to this place. We may not have 
followed a celestial beacon or travelled many miles to gather today, but we do come 
seeking the Light of the World. We come together as one people in many places 
today. We seek You as we travel on this journey through life. 
 
Be present within us this morning. Let your Spirit guide us as we come to seek You. 
We may not have gold, frankincense, or myrrh to offer on this January morning, but 
we offer ourselves this morning. Take this offering of time and help it to be a holy 
time with You. Take the love in our hearts and kindle the warmth they hold. Take 
the thoughts of our minds and help them to grow wiser through your Spirit.  
 
Be with all of us so that we would not be alone across the miles: bind us together as 
we each follow your holy Light and find the Prince of Peace. Amen 
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Opening Hymn: “We Three Kings” 
Words and Music by John H. Hopkins, Jr., 1857 

Published as #254 in the United Methodist Hymnal 
 
1. We three kings of Orient are; 
bearing gifts we traverse afar, 
field and fountain, moor and mountain, 
following yonder star. 
 
Refrain: 
O star of wonder, star of light, 
star with royal beauty bright, 
westward leading, still proceeding, 
guide us to thy perfect light. 
 
2. Born a King on Bethlehem's plain, 
gold I bring to crown him again, 
King forever, ceasing never, 
over us all to reign.(Refrain) 
 

3. Frankincense to offer have I; 
incense owns a Deity nigh; 
prayer and praising, voices raising, 
worshiping God on high. (Refrain) 
 
4. Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume 
breathes a life of gathering gloom; 
sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, 
sealed in the stone-cold tomb. (Refrain) 
 
5. Glorious now behold him arise; 
King and God and sacrifice: 
Alleluia, Alleluia, 
sounds through the earth and skies. 
(Refrain) 

Pastoral Prayer Pastor Rob Dean 
 

Sharing as a Community 
 
Reflecting with Gratitude 
 

"Politicians compete for the highest offices. Business tycoons scramble for a bigger 
and bigger piece of the pie. Armies march and scientists study and philosophers 
philosophize and preachers preach and laborers sweat. But in that silent baby, lying 
in that humble manger, there pulses more potential power and wisdom and grace 
and aliveness than all the rest of us can imagine. 
 
To be alive in the adventure of Jesus is to kneel and the manger and gaze upon that 
little babe who is radiant with so much promise for our world today." 

~ Brian McLaren  1

 
 

   

1 "We Make the Road by Walking," pg. 89-90 
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A Prayer of Thanksgiving Pastor Rob Dean 
“Epiphany” from the United Methodist Hymnal, #255 

 
O God, 
You made of one blood all nations, and, by a star in the East, revealed to all 

peoples him whose name is Emmanuel. 
Enable us who know your presence with us so to proclaim his unsearchable 

riches that all may come to his light and bow before the brightness of his 
rising, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Anthem: TBA 

 
Prayer for our Community and World Judi Eastburn 
 
The Lord’s Prayer and Response  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God, and the friendship 
of the Holy Spirit be with us all evermore. 

 
 Thirty Seconds of Still Silence Judi Eastburn 
 
Scripture Readings: Ephesians 3:1-12, Matthew 2:1-12  

The Word of God for the people of God! Thanks be to God! 
 
Sermon: “Royalty, Divinity, and Humanity” Pastor Rob Dean 

 
Heading Out with God’s Grace 

 
Closing Music: “We Would See Jesus”  

Words by J. Edgar Park, 1913; Music by Herbert B. Turner, 1907 
Published as #256 in the United Methodist Hymnal 
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1. We would see Jesus; lo! his star is shining
above the stable while the angels sing;
There in a manger on the hay reclining;
haste, let us lay our gifts before the King.

2. We would see Jesus, Mary's son most holy,
light of the village life from day to day;
shining revealed through every task most lowly,
the Christ of God, the life, the truth, the way.

3. We would see Jesus, on the mountain teaching,
with all the listening people gathered round;
while birds and flowers and sky above are preaching
the blessedness which simple trust has found.

4. We would see Jesus, in his work of healing,
at eventide before the sun was set;
divine and human, in his deep revealing
of God made flesh, in loving service met.

5. We would see Jesus, in the early morning,
still as of old he calleth, "Follow me!"
Let us arise, all meaner service scorning;
Lord, we are thine, we give ourselves to thee.

Exhortation to Share Pastor Rob Dean 
Pastoral Benediction Pastor Rob Dean 
Postlude: “Angels We Have Heard on High” as arranged by Greg Howlett 

Cover Image: “House Dreaming” © Jan Richardson. janrichardson.com 

Serving you today: 

Mrs. Francine Darling, Pianist & Organist 
Mx. Grace “Austin” Dean, Camera Operator 
Mrs. Judi Eastburn, Lay Leader 

Mr. Roman Bolks , Technology   
Mr. Jack Darling, Vocalist
Pastor Robert Dean, Preacher. 
January Altar Guild:  Marie Rich

A very special thank you to Mr. Roman Bolks who is assisting us today. 
We really appreciate your help while Kelly Brower is away! 
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