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January 1, 2021 
The Watch Night Devotion 

Based on “The Covenant Renewal Service” 
United Methodist Book of Worship #288 

 
Abbreviated Context from the United Methodist Book of Worship: 
 

In 1663. Richard Alleine, a Puritan, published “Vindiciae Pietatis: or, A Vindication 
of Godliness in the Greater Strictness and Spirituality of It.” In 1753, it was again 
published in John Wesley’s “A Christian Library.” Wesley used one chapter, “The 
Application of the Whole,” on Monday, August 11, 1755 in what probably was the 
first real celebration of the Covenant Service in the Methodist Movement. 
 
Wesley found the service rich and meaningful, as expressed in his Journal: “Many 
mourned before God, and many were comforted” (April 1756); “It was, as usual, a 
time of remarkable blessing” (October 1765); “It was an occasion for a variety of 
spiritual experiences… I do not know that ever we had a greater blessing. Afterwards 
many desired to return thanks, either for a sense of pardon, for full salvation, or for 
a fresh manifestation of His graces, healing all their backslidings” (January 1, 1775). 
In London these services were usually held on New Year’s Day. Around the country 
the Covenant Service was conducted whenever John Wesely visited the Methodist 
Societies. 
 
After the time of Wesley several versions of the Covenant Service were developed, 
gradually giving Wesley’s material less place in the total service… The heart of the 
service, focused in the Covenant Prayer, requires persons to commit themselves to 
God. This covenant is serious and assumes adequate preparation for and continual 
response to the covenant… 
 
The Covenant Service is most commonly held on New Year’s Eve or Day and 
therefore is sometimes called a Watch Night Service. Historically, a Watch Night 
Service would be three hours or longer, including readings from Scripture and hymn 
singing... 

 
Hymn: “Come, Let Us Use the Grace Divine” (Polk Street UMC; Amarillo, TX) 

 
1. Come, let us use the grace divine, and all with one accord, 
in a perpetual covenant join ourselves to Christ the Lord; 
Give up ourselves, thru Jesus' power, his name to glorify; 
and promise, in this sacred hour, for God to live and die. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xfQIeyfBuNI


 
2. The covenant we this moment make be ever kept in mind; 
we will no more our God forsake, or cast these words behind. 
We never will throw off the fear of God who hears our vow; 
and if thou art well pleased to hear, come down and meet us now. 
 
3. Thee, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, let all our hearts receive, 
present with thy celestial host the peaceful answer give; 
to each covenant the blood apply which takes our sins away, 
and register our names on high and keep us to that day! 

 
Opening Prayer: 
 

O God, Searcher of all our hearts, you have formed us as a people and claimed 
us for your own. As we come to acknowledge your sovereignty and grace, and 
to enter anew into covenant with you, reveal any reluctance or falsehood 
within us. 
 
Let your Spirit impress your truth on our inmost being, and receive us in 
mercy, for the sake of our Mediator, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Time of Reflection 
 

Take some time with this work. If you need to use extra paper, feel free to add some 
paper or write on the back of the pages. Do not rush this work nor treat it lightly. If 
you do not wish to keep this someplace safe, it is recommended you plan to dispose 
of it in a way that will allow you to be as honest as possible. 

 
Throughout the years, God has been our Covenant Friend. Our lives have been 
marked with moments of care, mercy, and grace that have helped us reach this 
moment. As we begin a new year, I remember the places on my journey where I 
have felt the presence of my Covenant Friend: 
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The journey of discipleship has not been a journey that I have walked alone 
with my Covenant Friend. There have been family and friends who have been 
with me on the journey for a distance: some for a moment, others for an era. 
We have each had moments where our Covenant Friend has blessed us with 
healing through the care of others as well as moments where we have helped to 
care for others. As we begin a new year, I remember the people who have 
walked the road of faith with me: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
On the road of life, there have been moments when my Covenant Friend has 
invited me to go further down the road. There have been whispers and shouts 
inviting me to a deeper fellowship with God through the work of the church. I 
have heard the call for action even as the church has seeked to transform the 
world into a place of peace, justice, mercy, grace, and love. As a new year 
begins, I recall the moments my Covenant Friend has walked with me into a 
place where I would nurture goodness in the world: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Covenant Friend, we know that on occasions the journey we have walked has 
been through places that have been less than kind and hospitable. Sometimes 
the way would be pitch dark without your Light and sometimes we have 
tripped over our own brokenness despite the brightest circumstances. There 
have been moments when we have made it down the road only with your 
Counsel and your Grace. As a new year begins, we recall the places where your 
forgiveness has been a healing balm and our repentance has been empowered 
through the friendship of your Holy Spirit: 
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Covenant Friend, you have never left us alone on this journey. You have been 
our Covenant Friend, Companion, and Guide. Your Presence has been with us 
even when we forgot You were there. We remember all the moments in years 
past when we realized You were with us through it all: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Holy God, thank you for being my Covenant Friend. I would not have made it to 
this point in my life without your Presence. Your grace surrounded me before I even 
knew that I needed it. Thank you for being with me on the journey and helping me 
to journey with others. Bless each of us as we come to this moment of Covenant 
Renewal and begin the journey through 2021. Amen. 

 
Scripture: Jeremiah 31:31-34, NRSV 
 

“The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant 
with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant 
that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them 
out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their 
husband, says the Lord. But this is the covenant that I will make with the house 
of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I 
will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 
No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” 
for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the 
Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.” 
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Scripture Reflection and Covenant Renewal: Video from YouTube 
 

O righteous God, for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, see me as a fall down 
before you. Forgive my unfaithfulness in not having done your will, for you 
have promised Mercy to me if I turn to you with my whole heart...  
 
I here from the bottom of my heart renounce them all, covenanting with you 
that no known sin shall be allowed in my life. Against your will, I have turned 
my love toward the world. In your power I will watch all temptations that will 
lead me away from you. For my own righteousness is riddled with sin, unable 
to stand before you… 
 
Before all heaven and earth, I here acknowledge you as my Lord and my God. I 
take you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer),  for 
my portion, and vow to give up myself, body and soul, as your servant, to 
serve you and Holiness and righteousness all the days of my life… 
 
Jesus, I do hear on bended knees accept Christ as the only new and living Way, 
and sincerely join myself in a covenant with him. Oh blessed Jesus, I come to 
you, hungry, sinful, miserable, blind, naked., unworthy even to wash the feet 
of your servants. I do here, with all my power, accept you as my Lord and 
Head. I renounce my own worthiness, and vow that you are the Lord, my 
righteousness. I renounce my own wisdom, and take you for my only guide. I 
renounce my own will, and take your will as my law… 
 
I do hear Covenant with You, O Christ, to take my lot with you as it may fall. 
Through your grace I promise that neither life nor death shall part me from 
you… 
 
I do here willingly put my neck under your yoke, to carry your burden. All 
your laws are holy, just, and good. I therefore take them as the rule for my 
words, thoughts, and actions, promising that I will strive to order my whole 
life according to your direction, and not allow myself to neglect anything I 
know to be my duty... 
 
Oh God, you know that I make this Covenant with you today without guile or 
reservation. If any falsehood should be in it, guide me and help me set it 
aright.  
 
And now, glory be to you, o God the Father, who I from this day forward shall 
look upon as my God and Father.  
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Glory be to you, o God the Son, who have loved me and washed me free from 
my sins in your own blood, and now is my Savior and Redeemer.  
 
Glory be to you, o God the Holy Spirit, who by your Almighty power have 
turned my heart from sin to God.  
 
Almighty God, the Lord Omnipotent, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (Creator, 
Redeemer, and Sustainer),  you have now become my Covenant friend. And I, 
through your infinite grace, have become your Covenant servant.  
 
So be it. And let the Covenant I have made on Earth be ratified in heaven.  
 
Amen. 
 
 

 
Signature and Date 

 
Closing Hymn:” O God Our Help in Ages Past” (Reawaken Hymns) 

Lyrics adapted from Isaac Watts, 1719 
 
O God, our help in ages past, 
our hope for years to come, 
our shelter from the stormy blast, 
and our eternal home. 
 
Under the shadow of thy throne, 
Thy saints have dwelt secure; 
sufficient is thine arm alone, 
and our defense is sure. 
 
Before the hills in order stood, 
or earth received her frame, 

from everlasting, thou art God, 
to endless years the same. 
 
A thousand ages, in thy sight, 
are like an evening gone; 
short as the watch that ends the night, 
before the rising sun. 
 
O God, our help in ages past, 
our hope for years to come; 
be thou our guide while life shall last, 
and our eternal home. 

 
Benediction 

May God bless the year ahead with grace and mercy. May the friendship of the 
Holy Spirit bring us through all the miles of the journey ahead just as the 
grace of God brought us through the year that has passed. Amen. 

 
Cover Image: “An Ancient Light” © Jan Richardson. janrichardson.com 
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