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Thursday, December 24, 2020 
A Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols 

Based on service from the United Methodist Book of Worship 
Please respond with the leader when parts are in bold! 

 
Entering into worship together 

 
Prelude: “Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming” as arranged by Nicholas Hopkins 
 
Welcome and Greeting  

Judi Eastburn, Lay Leader 
 
Processional Hymn: “Once in King David’s City” 

Joy Dean, Acolyte Jack Darling, Singer 
Text: Cecil Frances Alexander, 1848 Music: Henry Gauntlestt, 1849 
Published as #250 in the United Methodist Hymnal 

 
1. Once in royal David's city 
stood a lowly cattle shed, 
where a mother laid her baby 
in a manger for his bed; 
Mary, loving mother mild, 
Jesus Christ, her little child. 
 
2. He came down to earth from heaven 
who is God and Lord of all, 
and his shelter was a stable, 
and his cradle was a stall. 
With the poor, the scorned, the lowly 
lived on earth our Savior holy. 
 

3. Jesus is our childhood's pattern; 
day by day, like us he grew; 
he was little, weak, and helpless, 
tears and smiles like us he knew; 
and he feeleth for our sadness, 
and he shareth in our gladness. 
 
4. And our eyes at last shall see him, 
through his own redeeming love; 
for that child so dear and gentle 
is our Lord in heaven above; 
and he leads his children on 
to the place where he is gone. 

The Bidding Prayer: Rev. Rob Dean, Pastor 
 

...These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven, in 
the words that Christ taught us: 
 
 Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory forever. Amen.  
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The almighty God bless us with divine grace, Christ give us the joys of 
everlasting life, and unto the fellowship of the citizens above may the King of 
Angels bring us all. Amen. 

 
Carol: “Sing We Now of Christmas”  

Pastor Rob Dean, Singer 
Music and Words: Traditional French carol; harm., Martin Shaw, 1928 
Published as #237 in the United Methodist Hymnal 

 
1. Sing we now of Christmas, Noel sing we here! 
Hear our grateful praises to the babe so dear. 
 
Refrain:  

Sing we Noel, the King is born, Noel! 
Sing we now of Christmas, sing we here Noel! 

 
2. Angels called to shepherds, “Leave your flocks at rest, 
journey forth to Bethlehem, find the child so blest.” (Refrain) 
 
3. In Bethlehem they found him; Joseph and Mary mild, 
seated by the manger, watching the holy child. (Refrain) 
 
4. From the eastern country came the kings afar, 
bearing gifts to Bethlehem, guided by a star. (Refrain) 
 
5. Gold and myrrh they took there, gifts of greatest price; 
there was never a stable so like paradise. (Refrain) 

 
The First Lesson: Genesis 3:8-15, 17-19 

Dick Peterson, Reader 
 
Carol: “Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus”  

Ronda Ketcham, Singer Jack Darling, Singer 
Words: Charles Wesley, 1744 Music, Rowland H. Prichard, 1830 
Published as #196 in the United Methodist Hymnal 

 
1. Come, thou long expected Jesus, 
born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us, 
let us find our rest in thee. 
Israel's strength and consolation, 

hope of all the earth thou art; 
dear desire of every nation, 
joy of every longing heart. 
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2. Born thy people to deliver, 
born a child and yet a King, 
born to reign in us forever, 
now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By thine own eternal spirit 
rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all sufficient merit, 
raise us to thy glorious throne. 

 
The Second Lesson: Genesis 22:15-18 

Sue Brower, Reader 
 

Carol: “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” (v. 1, 2, 5, 7) 
Elly Zifchock, Singer 
Words from a variety of sources derived from 9th century Latin texts 
Music derived from French tune from the 15th century 
Published as # 211 in the United Methodist Hymnal 
 
1. O come, o come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.  

 
Refrain: 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to thee, 
O Israel. 

 
2. O come, thou Wisdom from on high, and order all things far and nigh; 
to us the path of knowledge show and cause us in her ways to go. (Refrain) 
 
5. O come, thou Key of David, come, and open wide our heavenly home. 
The captives from their prison free, and conquer death’s deep misery. (Refrain) 
 
7. O come, Desire of nations bind all peoples in one heart and mind. 
From dust thou brought us forth to life, deliver us from earthly strife. (Refrain) 
 

The Third Lesson Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 
Judi Eastburn, Reader 

 
Carol: “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” (v. 1-2) 

Meg Gaige, Singer 
Words from 15th century German; Theodore Baker, trans. 1894 
Music from “Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengesäng,” 1599 
Harmonized by Michael Praetorius, 1609 
Published as #216 in the United Methodist Hymnal 
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1. Lo, how a Rose e'er blooming 
from tender stem hath sprung! 
Of Jesse's lineage coming, 
as those of old have sung. 
It came, a floweret bright, 
amid the cold of winter, 
when half spent was the night. 
 

2. Isaiah 'twas foretold it, 
the Rose I have in mind; 
with Mary we behold it, 
the Virgin Mother kind. 
To show God's love aright, 
she bore to us a Savior, 
when half spent was the night. 

The Fourth Lesson: Micah 5:2-5a 
Pastor Rob Dean, Reader 

 
Carol: “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

Pastor Rob Dean, Singer and Guitarist 
Words by Phillips Brooks, ca. 1868 
Music adapted from tune by Lewis Bedner, 1868 
Published as #230 in the United Methodist Hymnal 

 
1. O little town of Bethlehem, 
how still we see thee lie; 
above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
the silent stars go by. 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
the everlasting light; 
the hopes and fears of all the years 
are met in thee tonight. 
 
2. For Christ is born of Mary, 
and gathered all above, 
while mortals sleep, the angels keep 
their watch of wondering love. 
O morning stars together, 
proclaim the holy birth, 
and praises sing to God the king, 
and peace to all on earth! 
 

3. How silently, how silently, 
the wondrous gift is given; 
so God imparts to human hearts 
the blessings of his heaven. 
No ear may hear his coming, 
but in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will receive him, still 
the dear Christ enters in. 
 
4. O holy Child of Bethlehem, 
descend to us, we pray; 
cast out our sin, and enter in, 
be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels 
the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, 
our Lord Emmanuel! 

The Fifth Lesson: Luke 1:26-35, 38 
Judi Eastburn, Reader 
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Carol: “In the Bleak Midwinter” 
Ronda Ketcham, Singer Jack Darling, Singer 
Words by Christina Rossetti, 1872 
Music by Gustav Holst, 1906 
Published as #221 in the United Methodist Hymnal 
 
1. In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, 
earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; 
snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, 
in the bleak midwinter, long ago. 
 
2. Our God, heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain; 
heaven and earth shall flee away when he comes to reign. 
In the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed 
the Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ. 
 
3. Angels and archangels may have gathered there, 
cherubim and seraphim thronged the air; 
but his mother only, in her maiden bliss, 
worshiped the beloved with a kiss. 
 
4. What can I give him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
if I were a Wise Man, I would do my part; 
yet what I can I give him: give my heart. 
 

The Sixth Lesson: Luke 2:1-7 
Pastor Rob Dean 
 

Carol: “The First Noel” 
Judi Eastburn, Vocalist Pastor Rob Dean, Vocalist 
Music and Words traditional English Carol, harmonized In 1871 
Published as #245 in the United Methodist Hymnal 

 
1. The first Noel the angel did say 
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 
in fields where they lay keeping their sheep, 
on a cold winter's night that was so deep. 
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Refrain: 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, 
born is the King of Israel. 

 
2. They looked up and saw a star 
shining in the east, beyond them far; 
and to the earth it gave great light, 
and so it continued both day and night. (Refrain) 
 
3. And by the light of that same star 
three Wise Men came from country far; 
to seek for a king was their intent, 
and to follow the star wherever it went. (Refrain) 
 
4. This star drew nigh to the northwest, 
o'er Bethlehem it took its rest; 
and there it did both stop and stay, 
right over the place where Jesus lay. (Refrain) 
 
5. Then entered in those Wise Men three, 
full reverently upon the knee, 
and offered there, in his presence, 
gold and myrrh and frankincense. (Refrain) 

 
The Seventh Lesson: Luke 2:8-16 

Sue Brower, Reader 
 
Carol: “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing” 

Jack Darling, Meg Gaige, Ronda Ketcham, Singers 
Words by Charles Wesley, 1734, alt. 
Music by Felix Mendelssohn, 1840 
Published as #240 in the United Methodist Hymnal 

 
1. Hark! the herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the new born King, 
peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled!" 
Joyful, all ye nations rise, 
 
 
 

join the triumph of the skies; 
with th' angelic host proclaim, 
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 
Hark! the herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the new born King!" 
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2. Christ, by highest heaven adored; 
Christ, the everlasting Lord; 
late in time behold him come, 
offspring of a virgin's womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 
hail th' incarnate Deity, 
pleased with us in flesh to dwell, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel. 
Hark! the herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the new born King!" 
 

3. Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
risen with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, 
born that we no more may die, 
born to raise us from the earth, 
born to give us second birth. 
Hark! the herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the new born King!" 

The Eighth Lesson: Matthew 2:1-11 
Judi Eastburn, Reader 

 
Carol: “We Three Kings” 

Elly Zifchock, Singer 
Words and Music by John H. Hopkins, Jr., 1857 
Published as #254 in the United Methodist Hymnal 

 
1. We three kings of Orient are; 
bearing gifts we traverse afar, 
field and fountain, moor and mountain, 
following yonder star. 
 
Refrain: 
O star of wonder, star of light, 
star with royal beauty bright, 
westward leading, still proceeding, 
guide us to thy perfect light. 
 
2. Born a King on Bethlehem's plain, 
gold I bring to crown him again, 
King forever, ceasing never, 
over us all to reign.(Refrain) 
 

3. Frankincense to offer have I; 
incense owns a Deity nigh; 
prayer and praising, voices raising, 
worshiping God on high. (Refrain) 
 
4. Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume 
breathes a life of gathering gloom; 
sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, 
sealed in the stone-cold tomb. (Refrain) 
 
5. Glorious now behold him arise; 
King and God and sacrifice: 
Alleluia, Alleluia, 
sounds through the earth and skies. 
(Refrain) 

The Ninth Lesson: John 1:1-14 
Pastor Rob Dean, Reader 
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Carol: “Silent Night, Holy Night” 
All singers from the Service 
Words by Joseph Mohr, 1818, alt. Music by Franz Gruber, 1818. 
Published as #239 in the United Methodist Hymnal 

 
1. Silent night, holy night, 
all is calm, all is bright 
round yon virgin 
mother and child. 
Holy infant, so tender and mild, 
sleep in heavenly peace, 
sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
2. Silent night, holy night, 
shepherds quake at the sight; 
glories stream from heaven afar, 
heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! 
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born! 

 
3. Silent night, holy night, 
Son of God, love's pure light; 
radiant beams from thy holy face 
with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
 
4. Silent night, holy night, 
wondrous star, lend thy light; 
with the angels let us sing, 
Alleluia to our King; 
Christ the Savior is born, 
Christ the Savior is born! 

 
Benediction: Rev. Rob Dean, Pastor 
 
Postlude/Sing-along: “Joy to the World!” 

Words by Isaac Watts, 1719; Music by G.F. Handel, 1741, alt. 
Published as #246 in the United Methodist Hymnal 

 
1. Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King; 
let every heart prepare him room, 
and heaven and nature sing (x3) 
 
2. Joy to the world, the Savior reigns! 
Let all their songs employ; 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and  
     plains 
repeat the sounding joy (x3) 
 

3. No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
nor thorns infest the ground; 
he comes to make his blessings flow 
far as the curse is found (x3) 
 
4. He rules the world with truth and  
     grace, 
and makes the nations prove 
the glories of his righteousness, 
and wonders of his love (x3) 
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Cover Image: “Those Who Walked in Darkness” © Jan Richardson. janrichardson.com 
 
Serving you today (alphabetical): 
 

Mr. Kelly Brower, Computer Technician   
Mrs. Sue Brower, Reader, Bell Ringer 
Mrs. Francine Darling, Pianist & Organist 
Mr. Jack Darling, Vocalist  
Mx. Grace “Austin” Dean, Camera Operator 
Ms. Joy Dean, Acolyte 
Rev. Robert Dean, Pastor, Reader, Vocalist, Guitarist 
Mrs. Judi Eastburn, Lay Leader, Reader, Vocalist 
Mrs. Meg Gaige, Vocalist 
Mrs. Ronda Ketcham, Vocalist 
Mrs. Joan Organ, Altar Guild Representative for December 
Mr. Dick Peterson, Reader 
Ms. Elly Zifchock, Vocalist 

 
Pastor’s Note: 

 
2020 has been an incredibly challenging year. Late this summer and early this fall, 
we began to discuss what would happen if the Coronavirus began to surge around 
Christmas. One of my first acts as pastor after arriving in Trumansburg this summer 
was to advocate for improvements to our church’s audio/visual infrastructure to 
prepare for occasions like tonight’s service.  
 
We would not be able to gather tonight without the help and aid of the members of 
the Finance Team, Church Council, Trustees, and through the generous 
contributions of all who have donated through the years to our Memorial Fund in 
memory of a loved one. Thank you to all who helped to prepare our sanctuary for 
this evening through their service on a church committee. Your service has enabled 
us to gather at a distance this evening. 
 
A huge thank you to everyone who participated in this service by either being 
present in the sanctuary or by supporting a loved one who is in the sanctuary this 
evening. 
 
May God bless all of you and may you have a Merry Christmas! We hope to be 
present in person next Christmas! God willing, we hope that you will bring the cheer 
and that we will have cookies and coffee ready! 
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