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Sunday, December 20, 2020 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Please respond with the leader when parts are in bold! 
 

Entering into worship together 
 
Prelude: “Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming” arranged by Nicholas Hopkins 
 
Welcome and Announcements Judi Eastburn 
 
Call to Worship Judi Eastburn 

Prayer “Advent” which appears as #201 in the United Methodist Hymnal, alt. 
 
Merciful God, 
You sent your messengers the prophets 

to preach repentance and prepare the 
way for our salvation. 

Give us grace to heed their warnings and 
forsake our sins, that we may 
celebrate aright the commemoration 

of the nativity, and may await with 
joy the coming in glory of Jesus 
Christ our Redeemer; 

Who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, One God, forever and 
ever. Amen. 

 
Sharing as a Community 

 
Advent Reading Judi Eastburn 

 
Fear not, kind husband! 

Listen well, mother to be! 
God's favor is here! 

 
 

Long ago the wait was nearly done. All had been set in motion except in the lives of 
two soon to be parents. They were almost fully married, almost in a less scandalous 
place, and almost together after a lengthy engagement. The news to both of a child 
was likely unexpected—who could have seen this coming? We celebrate the 
unexpected child who blesses us all. We celebrate a scandalous pregnancy which was 
far more scandalous than anyone could have expected. We celebrate that the Divine 
would come and swaddle itself in human flesh under the care of two ordinary 
parents. We celebrate that God was drawing near and that it was nearly time. 
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Lighting the Advent Candle  
Micah 5:2-5, NRSV 
 
“But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from 
you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, 
from ancient days. Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in 
labor has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of 
Israel. And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the 
majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they shall live secure, for now he shall 
be great to the ends of the earth; and he shall be the one of peace.” 

 
Opening Music: “Toda la Tierra”   

Words Alberto Taulë, 1972, Gertrude Suppe, trans. 1987. 
Music: Alberto Taulë, 1972; harm by Skinner Chávez-Melo, 1988 
Published as #210 in the United Methodist Hymnal 
 
1. All earth is waiting to see the Promised One, 
And the open furrows, the sowing of the Lord. 
All the world, bound and struggling, seeks true liberty; 
it cries out for justice and searches for the truth. 
 
2. Thus says the prophet to those of Israel, 
“A virgin mother will bear Emmanuel,” 
for his name is “God with us,” our brother he shall be, 
with him hope with blossom once more within our hearts. 
 
3. Mountains and valleys will have to be made plain; 
Open new highways, new highways for the Lord. 
He is now coming closer, so come all and see, 
And open the doorways as wide as wide can be. 
 
4. In lowly stable the Promised One appeared, 
Yet, feel his presence throughout the earth today, 
For he lives in all Christians and is with us now; 
Again, with his coming he brings us liberty. 
 

Pastoral  Prayer with Invocation Pastor Rob Dean 
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Reflecting with Gratitude 
 
“Behold the Lightener of the stars 
On the crests of the clouds, 
And the choralists of the sky 
Lauding Him. 
 
Coming down with acclaim 
From the Father above, 
Harp and lyre of song 
Sounding to Him. 
 
Christ, Thou refuge of my love, 
Why should not I raise Thy fame! 

Angels and saints melodious 
Singing to Thee. 
 
Thou Son of the Mary of graces, 
Of exceeding white purity of beauty, 
Joy were it to me to be in the fields 
Of Thy riches. 
 
O Christ my beloved, 
O Christ of the Holy Blood, 
By day and by night 
I praise Thee.” 

~ “The Lightener of the Stars”from the Carmina Gadelica  
Recorded from oral tradition in Scotland by Alexander Carmichael, 1900  

 
A Prayer of Thanksgiving Pastor Rob Dean 
 

Great God of the Dawn, the longest night of the year approaches. We remember 
all of the beloved people who have given us strength throughout this year and 
this life. We remember the gifts that have been shared with us through the 
priceless presence of the people who have helped us in this life.  
 
We also remember those in grief this season. We remember those who will 
wake alone in the night and who will pray for dawn to come. Lightener of the 
stars, bring Your light into the darkness of grief. Bring the hope of Advent to all 
who are mourning and the love that came down at Christmas to all who feel 
lost. 
 
Be our Emmanuel through the dark of night and the light of day. Amen.  

 
Anthem: TBD 

 
Prayer for our Community and World Judi Eastburn 
 
The Lord’s Prayer and Response  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
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as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God, and the friendship 
of the Holy Spirit be with us all evermore. 

 
 Thirty Seconds of Still Silence Judi Eastburn 
Scripture Readings: Matthew 1:18-24; Luke 1:26-38  

The Word of God for the people of God! Thanks be to God! 
 
Sermon: “The Parents: first to know, first to be challenged” 

 
Heading Out with God’s Grace 

 
Closing Music: “Love Came Down at Christmas”  

Words by Christina Rossetti, 1885 
Music traditional Irish Melody; harmonized by David Evans, 1927, alt. 
Published as #242 in the United Methodist Hymnal 

 
1. Love came down at Christmas, 
Love all lovely, Love divine; 
Love was born at Christmas; 
star and angels gave the sign. 
 
2. Worship we the God-head, 
Love all lovely, Love divine; 

worship we our Jesus, 
but wherewith for sacred sign? 
 
3. Love shall be our token; 
love be yours and love be mine; 
love to God and neighbor, 
love for plea and gift and sign.  

 
Exhortation to Share Pastor Rob Dean 
Pastoral Benediction Pastor Rob Dean 
Postlude: “Still, Still, Still” arranged by Greg Howle 

 
Cover Image: “Waiting for the Revealing” © Jan Richardson. janrichardson.com 
 
Serving you today: 
 
Mr. Kelly Brower, Computer Technician  Mrs. Francine Darling, Pianist & Organist 
Mr. Jack Darling, Vocalist Ms. Grace Dean, Camera Operator 
Pastor Robert Dean, Preacher. Mrs. Judi Eastburn, Lay Leader 
December Altar Guild: Joan Organ 
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