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Sunday, December 13, 2020 
Third Sunday of Advent 

Please respond with the leader when parts are in bold! 
 

Entering into worship together 
 
Prelude: “Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming” arranged by Nicholas Hopkins 
 
Welcome and Announcements Judi Eastburn 
 
Call to Worship Judi Eastburn 

Antiphons 3&4 to “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 
 
O Adonai and Leader of the house of 

Israel, who appeared to Moses in the 
flames of the bush and gave him the 
law on Sinai: 

 
Come, and with your outstretched arm 

redeem us! 
 
O Root of Jesse, who stands for an ensign 

of the people, before whom kings 

shall keep silence and to whom the 
Gentiles shall make their 
supplication::  

 
Come, and bring forth from prison the 

captive who sits in darkness and is in 
the shadow of death 

 
Sharing as a Community 

 
Advent Reading Judi Eastburn 

 
Dawn draws near with joy. 

The Rising Sun brings laughter 
as hope is fulfilled. 

 
In an age of strict purity laws, an unwed teenager rushes to her cousin. Teenaged Mary is 
pregnant outside of her wedding bed and has been told her relative is pregnant despite 
having lived many seasons without a child. Nobody knows what Mary expected, but what 
she finds is laughter, joy, and blessing. An unwed mother-to-be is called the most blessed 
of women. Instead of being met with stones, Mary is greeted with joy. Something strange 
was happening in the countryside of Judah: God was coming near. We celebrate with joy 
for God draws near. We celebrate with joy because God’s mercy is being made flesh. 
 
   

2 



Lighting the Advent Candle  
Luke 1:58-70  in “The Inclusive Bible” 
 
“Blessed are you, the Most HIgh God of Israel—for you have visited and redeemed 
your people. You have raised up a mighty savior for us of the house of David, as you 
promised through the mouths of your holy ones, the prophets of ancient times: 
salvation from our enemies and from the hands of all our foes. You have shown 
mercy to our ancestors by remembering the holy Covenant you made with them, the 
oath you swore to Sarah and Abraham, granting that we, delivered from the hands 
of our enemies, might serve you without fear, in holiness and justice, in your 
presence all our days. And you, my child, will be called the prophet of the Most High, 
for you’ll go before our God to prepare the way for the Promised One, giving the 
people the knowledge of salvation through forgiveness of their sins. Such is the 
tender mercy of our God, who from on high will bring the Rising Sun to visit us, to 
give light to those who live in darkness and the shadow of death and to guide our 
feet into the way of peace.”  
 

 
Opening Music: “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”   

Words by Georg Weissel, 1642; C. Winkworth, trans, 1855 
Music: Psalmodia Evangelica, 1769 
Published as #213 in the United Methodist Hymnal 
 

1. Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates; 
behold, the King of glory waits; 
the King of kings is drawing near; 
the Savior of the world is here! 
 
2. Fling wide the portals of your heart; 
make it a temple, set apart 
from earthly use for heaven's employ, 
adorned with prayer and love and joy. 
 

3. Redeemer, come, with us abide; 
our hearts to thee we open wide; 
let us thy inner presence feel; 
thy grace and love in us reveal. 
 
4. Thy Holy Spirit lead us on 
until our glorious goal is won; 
eternal praise, eternal fame 
be offered, Savior, to thy name 

Pastoral  Prayer with Invocation Pastor Rob Dean 
 
Reflecting with Gratitude 
 

“Therefore, [Christians], let us who are about to celebrate the Lord’s birthday 
cleanse ourselves from all the filth of our sins. Let us fill his treasuries with gifts of 
different kinds so that on the holy day there might be wherewithal to give to 
travelers, to refresh widows, and to clothe the poor.  
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For what sort of thing would it be if in one and the same house, among the servants 
of a single master, one should vaunt himself in sil and another be completely 
covered in rags; if one should be warm with food and another should endure hunger 
and cold...? And what will be the effect of our praying? We ask to be freed from the 
enemy, we who are not generous with our [Christian family]. Let us be imitators of 
our Lord! For if He wished the poor to be sharers with us in heavenly grace, why 
should they not be sharers with us in earthly goods?” 

~ “Sermon 60” of Maximus of Turin 
Written between 408-423  

Shared in Dr. Amy Oden’s “And You Welcomed Me:  
A Sourcebook on Hospitality in Early Christianity” 

 
A Prayer of Thanksgiving Pastor Rob Dean 
 

Great God of Light, we have been blessed throughout our lives and this season. 
We have the technological resources to share in this service together as well 
the opportunity to take the time to seek, listen, and pray. We are blessed. Help 
us to hear and remember the call of Christ throughout the centuries. As we 
prepare for Your birthday, let us be vigilant as we seek opportunities to share 
God’s love with those around us. Help us to love the lonely, to feed the hungry, 
and provide shelter for the wanderers. Amen.  

 
Anthem: “Gesu Bambino” by Pietro A. Yo 

 
Prayer for our Community and World Judi Eastburn 
 
The Lord’s Prayer and Response  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God, and the friendship 
of the Holy Spirit be with us all evermore. 

 
 Thirty Seconds of Still Silence Judi Eastburn 
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Scripture: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24  
Scripture: Luke 1:39-58  

The Word of God for the people of God! Thanks be to God! 
 
Sermon Pastor Rob Dean 

“There’s joy in our story” 
 

Heading Out with God’s Grace 
 
Closing Music: “My Soul Gives Glory to My God”  

Words by Miriam Therese Winter, 1987 
Music from Wyeth’s “Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second”, 1813 
Published as #198 in the United Methodist Hymnal 

 
1. My soul gives glory to my God.  
My heart pours forth its praise.  
God lifted up my lowliness  
in many marvelous ways. 
 
2. My God has done great things for me:  
yes, holy is this name.  
All people will declare me blessed,  
and blessings they shall claim. 
 
3. From age to age, to all who fear,  
such mercy love imparts,  

dispensing Justice far and near,  
dismissing selfish hearts. 
 
4. Love casts the mighty from their thrones, 
promotes the insecure,  
leaves hungry spirits satisfied,  
the rich seem suddenly poor. 
 
5. Praise God who's loving covenant  
supports those in distress,  
remembering past promises  
with present faithfulness.  

 
Exhortation to Share Pastor Rob Dean 
Pastoral Benediction Pastor Rob Dean 
 
Postlude: “Still, Still, Still” arranged by Greg Howle 
 

 
Cover Image: “Magnificat” © Jan Richardson. janrichardson.com 
 
Serving you today: 
Mr. Kelly Brower, Computer Technician 
Mrs. Francine Darling, Pianist & Organist 
Mr. Jack Darling, Vocalist 
Ms. Grace Dean, Camera Operator 
Pastor Robert Dean, Preacher. 

Mrs. Judi Eastburn, Lay Leader 
December Altar Guild: Joan Organ 
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