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Sunday, July 5th, 2020 
Zoom Worship Service with Love Feast 

Please respond to parts that are in bold! 
 

Entering into worship together 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Call to Worship Lay Leader Judi Eastburn 

Adapted from 1 John 5:11-12,16 in “The Inclusive Bible” 
 
Beloved, if God has loved us so, we must have the same love for one another. 
No one has ever seen God. Yet if we love one another, God dwells in us, and 
God’s love is brought to perfection in us... 
We have come to know and to believe in the love God has for us. 
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God in them. 

 
Introduction of Pastor Rob Dean Lay Leader Judi Eastburn 
 
Order for the Celebration of an Appointment 

Adapted from pg. 95 of “The United Methodist Book of Worship,” 
 

Lay Leader Judi Eastburn (LL Judi): Dear friends, today we welcome Robert 
“Rob” Dean who has been appointed to serve as our pastor. We believe that he 
is well qualified and has been prayerfully appointed by our bishop, Mark Webb. 

 
Rob, you have been sent to live among us as a bearer of the Word of God; a 
minister of the Sacraments; and as a sustainer of the love, order, and 
discipleship of the people of God. 

 
Pastor Rob (PR): Today, I reaffirm this commitment in the digital presence of 
this congregation. 

 
LL Judi: Beloved in Christ, as a people committed to participate in the 
ministries of the Church by your prayers, your presence, your gifts, and your 
service, will you who celebrate this new beginning support and uphold Pastor 
Rob in these ministries? 

 
Congregation: We reaffirm our commitment to support you and our shared 
ministry with our prayers, presence, gifts, and service. 

 



LL Judi: Friends, as a people invited by God to hospitality, we recognize that 
Pastor Rob does not journey to our community alone. In these challenging 
times, we recognize the unique sacrifices of friends, neighbors, comfort, and 
familiarity made by Pastor Rob’s family to enter our community. 

 
Will you who celebrate this new beginning show welcome and love towards 
Kayti (pronounced like Katie), Grace, Joy, and Hope? Will you answer questions 
patiently and show care tenderly? 

 
Congregation: We reaffirm the ancient call of the church to hospitality and 
grace. We will bless this family with God’s help. 

 
PR: By God’s grace, this yoke has been laid upon me, and I willingly take it 
upon myself. Let us pray: 

 
All: Lord God, bless the ministries of your Church. We thank you for the 
variety of gifts you have bestowed upon us. Draw us together in one Spirit, 
that each of us may use our differing gifts as members of one body. May your 
Word be proclaimed with faithfulness, and may we be doers of your Word and 
not hearers only. As we who have died and risen with Christ in baptism gather 
at his table and then scatter into the world, may we be one in service to 
others, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Congregation and LL Judi: The Lord bless you and keep you;  
the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you; 
the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and  give you peace. Amen. 

 
PR: The peace of the Lord be always with you 

 
Congregation and LL Judi: And also with you. 

 
Sharing as a Community 

 
Hymn: “O Church of God, United”  

Written by Frederick B. Morley, 1954: History of this Hymn 
Performed and shared  via YouTube by First Methodist of Houston, TX 

 
   

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-o-church-of-god-united


Sharing God’s Gifts with our Community Pastor Rob Dean 
 

Holy God, You call us into community. We ask Your blessing on all that we 
share with one another and the world around us. Anoint the tithes and 
offerings which care for our needs. Bless the grace and care we share with our 
neighbors. Consecrate the life we share with all of Your world. Amen 

 
Special Music: “America the Beautiful”   

Written by Katharine Bates, 1911: History of this Hymn 
Performed and Shared via Youtube by Polk Street UMC of Amarillo, TX 

 
Prayer for our Community and World  Lay Leader Judi Eastburn 

Adapted from pg 41 of “Travelling The Road of Faith: Worship Resources from the 
Corrymeela Community” 

 
Before we go forward, we pray in silence for 
those we care about, at home (pause) 
Those who are sick, lonely or bereaved (pause) 
Those who are struggling through our global pandemic (pause) 
The political leaders of our country and communities (pause) 
All those who work for peace and good will (pause) 
All those who willingly sacrifice for others (pause) 
All those who celebrate throughout our nation this weekend (pause) 
Others we especially think about today (pause) 
Those who are the community here today (pause) 
Circle them with your love, ever present God, 
and be with us as we pray Christ’s prayer: 

 
The Lord’s Prayer and Response 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God, and the friendship 
of the Holy Spirit be with us all evermore. 

 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-o-beautiful-for-spacious-skies


The Love Feast 
 
Introduction to the Love Feast Pastor Rob Dean 
 
Prayer for the Love Feast, alt. Pastor Rob Dean 

By Charles Wesley 
 
“Creator of earth and heaven, 
Thy hungry children feed, 
Thy grace be to our spirits given, 
That true immortal bread. 
Grant us and all our race 
In Jesus Christ to prove 
The sweetness of they pardoning grace, 
The manna of thy love.” 

 
Thirty Seconds of Still Silence 
 
Scripture: Luke 18:9-14  Pastor Rob Dean 

PR: The Word of God for the people of God; 
All: Thanks be to God 

 
Testimony of God’s Grace Pastor Rob Dean 
 

“Redemption must not be construed as the abolition of the old Creation. Rather, it 
needs to be seen as its transformation. The Adam pattern is undone not by being 
rejected but by being turned into the Christ pattern.” 
 

~ Dr. William Caferro,  
“Broken Lights and Mended Lives:  

Theology and Common Life in the Early Church” 
 
Hymn: “Jesus, We Are Here” (multiple times)  

Accompanied by Pastor Rob Dean on d’jembe 
Written by Patrick Matsikenyiri, 1990 

 
Jesus, we are here, 
Jesus, we are here, 
Jesus, we are here, 
We are here for you. 

 



“Passing of the Bread” 
Traditionally, one common action is to say a word of blessing or encouragement as 
you pass the bread. Please share a word of encouragement if you share a table with 
family or plan to share a word of encouragement later! 

 
Heading out with God’s grace 

 
Closing Prayer: “Be Present” 

Be present at our table, Lord; 
Be here and everywhere adored; 
Thy creatures bless, and grant that we 
May feast in paradise with Thee. 
Amen… 

 
Exhortation to Share 
 
Pastoral Benediction 
 
Circulation of the “Hot Chocolate” and Community Conversation 
 

 
 
Cover Image: “Christ Among the Scraps” © Jan Richardson. Janrichardson.com 
 
Upcoming Events: 
 

SPPRC: Tuesday, July 7th via Zoom.  
Details and link arriving via email! 
 

Reopening Team: Before July 15th 
Details and link arriving via email! 
 

August Campfires at the Parsonage: Saturday Nights @ 6:30 PM  
Weather and regulations permitting 
Numbers are limited; please RSVP by calling the parsonage at 387-4227 
BYOLC (“Bring Your own Lawn Chair!”) and “Lug a Mug” for hot 
chocolate, tea, or coffee!  

 


