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Pastor’s Message
April 2017

To Jerusalem and Beyond
No, that’s not a quote from Buzz Lightyear. It is our faith journey as we
move through the season of Lent, through Holy Week and into Easter.
I had a pastor who used to say that folks should not be allowed to
experience Easter if they did not attend the Maundy Thursday and Good
Friday services. That is rather extreme, but I know what he meant. We
love the joy and celebration of Easter. Bunnies! Spring! New hats! (OK,
the last one is outdated.) Resurrection!
We don’t like to think about the cost.
Before the empty tomb came the burial in the tomb. Before the
Resurrection came the crucifixion.
What did the disciples expect when they headed to Jerusalem? One of
my favorite disciples, Thomas, seems to have had a pretty clear picture
of what lay ahead. When they were heading back to Judea, Thomas (also
known as Didymus) said to the rest of the disciples, “Let us also go, that
we may die with him.” (John 11:16) That may sound like resignation, but
I think that is real faith.
We like to think that our faith should inoculate us from the troubles of
the world. After all, Christ is victorious, right? But that victory is not
something necessarily experienced every moment of our earthly life. As
Christians - followers of Jesus - we are called to embody Christ’s
presence in the world.
Thomas’ faith was not a faith that allowed only for celebration. Thomas
knew that there is a cost to following Jesus. And he followed anyway.
Continued on Page 2 …

Pastor’s Message – continued
There is good reason to believe that most of the disciples expected an earthly revolution to happen when
they entered Jerusalem. FINALLY - God’s army would rise up on Earth and in Heaven. FINALLY - God’s
enemies would be defeated. FINALLY - everything would be put right. Injustice and oppression would
cease. God’s Kingdom would be established on Earth!
And they were right - but not in the way they expected.
God’s Kingdom is at hand! But the work is not over. We - you - me - all who follow Christ - are called not
only to celebrate the victory but to continue to work to make it visible.
Where is injustice still acting as if it had won? Where is slavery to the masters of this world still acting as if
it had power? Where is death still acting as if it gets the last word?
THERE is where we are called to be - to speak and act in the name of Truth.
It is not always easy. It is sometimes dangerous. It is very often really scary.
Our strength, our power, and our life come from the One who has overcome ALL the powers of this world.
I’m not sure I have quite the faith of Thomas. But by and in the grace of God I hope to say, “Let us also go
with him. Whatever the cost.” ~ Rev Jeff

TAC Palm Sunday Walk, April 9, at 9:15 a.m. Please join the

Trumansburg Area Churches (TAC) for our annual Palm Sunday Walk. Gather
and leave from the Church of the Epiphany on Elm Street at 9:15 a.m., walk
around the block together, and return to your home church for Sunday
services. Remember to bring along your own palms.

Joint Trumansburg-Jacksonville-Mecklenburg UMC Maundy Thursday Communion Service,

April 13, 7:00 p.m. at the Jacksonville United Methodist Church led by pastors, J. Losey, G. Judd, K. Merriman.

Joint Trumansburg-Jacksonville-Mecklenburg UMC Good Friday Worship Service,

April 14, 7:00 p.m. at the Trumansburg United Methodist Church led by pastors, J. Losey, G. Judd, K Merriman.
There will be a time of lay-led guided prayer beginning at 6:30 p.m.

Trumansburg Area Churches (TAC) Easter Sunrise Service, Sunday, April 16, at 7 a.m. - hosted by the

First Baptist Church of Trumansburg. Please join your friends at Taughannock Falls State Park, North Point
Pavilion, for our community-wide Easter Sunrise service. Dress warmly. It will be inside the pavilion, and there
will be a fire.

Easter Sunday Service, April 16, 10:15 a.m. worship in the TUMC sanctuary.
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Spiritual Renewal Leave
Rev. Jeff Losey

You may have heard that I will be taking a Spiritual Renewal Leave from
May 9th through July 31st. Church Council gave their approval at our
March 21st meeting.
During this time Pastors Kate Merriman and Geri Judd will be available for
pastoral care. PLEASE be sure they know of anyone in the hospital or with
other needs.
Our Lay Servants will be leading most of the worship services. Our Lay
Leader, Rich Flaville, will be the contact person for anything that comes up
and you don’t know whom to contact or ask.
The letter from Rev. Jeff McDowell does a good job of explaining why
Spiritual Renewal is so important for pastors (see newsletter, page 4).
The Bishop and our Conference are strongly encouraging clergy to take a three month renewal leave every six
years. I have spoken with some of my colleagues who have made it a regular part of the rhythm of their
ministry and they speak enthusiastically about the benefits for both the pastor and the congregation.
I have never taken this sort of leave before, but look forward to clearing out the cobwebs and becoming
“spiritually renewed.”
So - from May 9th through July 31st I will not be available for pastoral needs. My plans for this time are
intentionally unclear. The best advice I have gotten from those who have done it is to avoid a set agenda and
put aside any list of accomplishments for this time. “Let the Spirit Lead!”
I’ll be around doing all my usual stuff until May 8th. You will hear more details as they become clear.
Rev. Jeff Losey
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Rev. Jeffrey McDowell
Finger Lakes District Superintendent
537 Exchange Street, Suite 213, Geneva, NY 14456
315-781-0188 * Fax: 315-781-0199
jeffmcdowell@unyumc.org

3-8-17
Dear Rev. Losey and the PPR of the Trumansburg UMC:
I was very pleased to attend your meeting last evening and affirm your vote to
endorse a 3 – month Pastor’s “Formational and Spiritual Growth leave” as outlined in
the Book of Discipline paragraph 350. I have taken such a leave once during my time as
Pastor, and will be taking another one in 2019 while in the role of Superintendent. With
the constant demands on our Pastors from within the local church, the district and the
conference, and considering the changing role of churches in our society, it is imperative
that clergy have regular times of Sabbath rest, and opportunity for renewal in the midst
of this calling. Now, more than ever, we must encourage our clergy to take care of their
own souls.
Weekly renewal and annual education time is expected, as is vacation time. But
there is no substitute for an actual leave when a spiritual leader can totally disengage
from the constancy and urgent nature of Pastoral duties. This leave will permit your
Pastor enough time and space to truly reflect, re – tool, and renew his soul. When he
returns, he may even find that the church has rediscovered its strength in the lay
ministry already present. During my term as Superintendent I will be promoting this
among our churches and clergy so that it becomes a regular practice.
If you should need any help finding pulpit or pastoral care coverage, please
contact me. I look forward to what will come to both church and Pastor in this great
experience. I look for approval from your Church Council so this leave can be planned
for through your PPR committee.
In Christ,

Rev. Jeff McDowell
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New Possibilities! - by Rev. Jeff Losey
How many times have we tried some new ministry idea and found that we just didn’t have enough
people (or energy) to make it fly?
We three pastors (Geri, Kate, and I) have been talking about how to do more together. I think this is an exciting
idea that offers new possibilities for all three congregations.
Below is a proposal that has been presented to Jacksonville, Mecklenburg, and Trumansburg UMC’s. Trumansburg
is on-board, and Jacksonville and Mecklenburg are considering it.
The United Methodist Churches in Mecklenburg, Trumansburg and Jacksonville live
together within approximately five miles of one another. We are essentially one
community. The United Methodist Women of the three congregations often meet
together. We worship together on special days, such as this upcoming Maundy Thursday and Good Friday. When a
member of one congregation cannot attend their home church, they often will go to one of the others.
Each of us is a relatively small congregation. There are some ministries that we will be able to do/can do better
together than separately. For the purpose of more effectively representing Christ’s presence in our communities,
combining our efforts in some areas makes sense.
We three clergy have been in discussion for some time about ways of increasing our connection and cooperation
that already exists. In conversation together, and after meeting with representatives from each church, we propose
that we three congregations become more intentional in finding ways to co-operate together.
In order to move in this direction, increased co-operation and mutual support for things such as UMW, Sunday
School/Youth Groups, etc. would be encouraged and planned.
The next step would be to discern each congregation’s specific strengths and build on those.
A Planning Team consisting of representatives from Trumansburg, Jacksonville, and Mecklenburg will be
established to meet at least four times per year. The first tasks for this Planning Team will be to develop a vision
and strategy for ministry to facilitate increased co-operation and sharing in ministries, the identification of current
shared ministries between Trumansburg, Jacksonville and Mecklenburg, and the development of possibilities for
future ministries that would accomplish the mission of making us disciples of Jesus Christ.
This will in no way affect our relationship with the Conference, District, Bishop, or the denomination. It is strictly a
local initiative of the three congregations.
This process will be evaluated annually as we proceed.
Please be aware that this suggestion does not have a lot of details. As we live into it, we will put the “meat on the
bones” together. There is no-one but us who will be telling us what to do.
Bottom line: A couple of representatives from each church will get together and talk about what we can do
together that we can’t do (or not as well) alone. - Rev. Jeff Losey
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Memorial Banner for Hester Welch – by Sylvia Mitchell, UMW
A few months ago, the United Methodist Women decided that we
would like to have a permanent memorial to Hester Welch placed in
our church.
Hester was our UMW president for many years. She attended many
district and conference events, and she even went to UMW national
conventions.
Hester brought us the idea of the “sweater project,” which she
learned about at a conference meeting in Horseheads, NY. We have
sent over 200 sweaters to children all over the world from this
church.
Hester was also instrumental in starting the November “100 Pies for
Missions,” which was her name for the project.

After thought and discussion, with Jan Fergus leading us on, we decided on
this banner in Hester’s memory. Dick Peterson has already hung it in the
stairway for all to see as we enter the church.
It says, “Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own
understanding; in all your ways submit to Him and HE will make your paths
straight.” - Proverbs 3:5-6 NIV. The bronze plaque at the bottom says, “Dedicated in Loving Memory of
Hester Welch, by the United Methodist Women. 2017.”
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Thank you, Dick Peterson, for moving Mary Lehmann’s Noah’s
Arc quilt to our other entrance, where it will be noticed anew!
Made for the Trumansburg United Methodist Church in memory of Lawrence
“Larry” Lehmann (b. 6/30/1926; d. 6/16/2000) by his wife, Mary Lehmann

United Methodist Women Meetings
12:00 PM - Fellowship Hall
Bring a Sandwich - Soup or Dessert Provided
April 14

Lions Club Speaker
Dessert – Jan Fergus
Devotions – Mary Jo Lovelace

May 12

Lisa Mitchell and her Canine Friend(s)
Dessert – Sylvia Mitchell
Devotions – Sylvia Mitchell

April Women’s Circle Meeting
Wednesday, April 5
7:00 PM
TUMC Fellowship Hall
The group is reading “24 Hours The Changed the World | 40 Days of Reflection”
by Adam Hamilton.
Are you interested? Maybe you’d like to join in some of the other activities that were brought up during a
brainstorming session: Laughter Yoga; Light on the Hill Retreat Center (Van Etten, NY); Mount Saviour Monastery
(Pine City, NY); participation in Sister Cities International; Camp Casowasco retreats; other book studies and
retreats, etc. More ideas? Check in with Nancy Irish, Rev. Geri Judd, and/or Rev. Kate Merriman, and join us on
April 5!
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An update from the Finance Committee:

David Irish (Chair), Sue
Brower, Julie Messenger, Eileen Collins, Judi Eastburn, Dick Peterson, Rich
Flaville, and Rev. Jeff Losey. At Large: Steve Ketcham and David Raymond
Dear Members and Friends of the Trumansburg United Methodist Church,
By this time you have received communication from the Finance Chairman concerning the state of our finances at
the beginning of 2017. As you have so often done in the past, your generous support during 2016 has helped us
weather a financially challenging year. Thanks to an agreement from the Conference to reduce our apportionment,
generous pledges and donations, and income from Verizon, we have realized a surplus instead of a projected
deficit.
We face new challenges this year. We need to make difficult decisions on how to finance additional repairs to the
building, maintain our operating budget and increase our apportionment obligation to the Conference closer to our
full level. We need your help. The surplus, which was realized in 2016, has been applied to the building fund and
many of you have contributed generously to this project in advance. So many of you have paid more than your
pledged amounts. In addition, we have had very generous individual donations. Because of all of these efforts and
with your help and prayers, it may be possible to finance expenses without increasing our loan from the bank.
This first quarter of 2017 we have not asked for a pledge from anyone. However, without missing a beat, you have
continued your contributions and pledges as always. Your support is absolutely awesome!
The finance committee is asking you to consider prayerfully about submitting a pledge this year. In the past we
have asked you to submit a yearly pledge, but this year we are trying something new. So much can happen in a
year, that many have been reluctant to make this commitment on a yearly basis. We are living in uncertain times
and respect your feelings on this matter. It is for this reason that we have divided the pledge year into quarters. The
first quarter is half over so we will start with the second quarter, which occurs in April, May and June.
In the next couple of weeks you will receive a letter detailing our 2017 budget along with an estimate of giving card
for April, May, and June.
How much your estimated contribution to our church will be is for you to decide. We ask those who are able to
joyfully and freely pledge as generously as you can. Your estimate will help the finance committee in their decision
making process. You will receive your quarterly report as usual. Before a new quarter you will receive a new
estimate of giving card for the upcoming quarter. You may adjust it as circumstances dictate. As always, know that
this is just an estimate and can be changed at any time. At the end of the year you will receive a yearly statement.
Thank you for your generous contribution of the talent and resources God has given each one of you. You truly
make this church special. As each of you give, we all receive.
God Bless you and yours,
Eileen Collins for the Finance Committee

TUMC Website > INFO CENTER > Finance Committee | News & Notes
 Here you will find correspondence, a spare pledge card, and budget information 
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A note from the Trustees:

Dick Peterson (Chair), Eric Hallman, Steve Huber, Ronda Ketcham, Jim Zifchock,
Cal Organ, Joe Sibley, Peg Benham, and Bill Grove
Hopefully our last major storm is behind us; and we are on the downward side of winter. The Trustees thank all
who have signed up to shovel snow and keep our sidewalks clean and safe; but there are still sign-up opportunities.
Don’t miss out on the fun if you can spare some time to clear snow during these last few weeks of winter.
The south wall brick repairs will be done this spring. The company doing the work will be removing a brick in the
wall so they can match replacement bricks. They are very careful to find color matches, even for 160 year-old
bricks. The contract price for the work is $36,500. The work will take a few weeks, depending on weather
conditions. We have funds on hand to pay for the work, but doing so would completely deplete the Trustee
maintenance fund. That would leave no coverage for emergencies. The Church Council discussed this and decided
that we would borrow $10,000, and use $26,500 from the Trustee account, to pay for the work. The $10,000 loan
will simply be added to our current loan, which is paid for by Verizon cellular antenna funds. We are thankful for
donations and memorial gifts that have helped us raise funds to complete this work.
The Verizon cellular antenna installation functions without our noticing, and Trumansburg area cell reception has
improved. We recently received a letter from Verizon explaining that they will be testing for radio frequency
emissions from the installation. This is often a worry of many people who are concerned the RF emissions could
cause health problems. While there is no evidence that this could happen, Verizon conducts tests on a regular basis
to assure that there are no RF emissions from cell antenna installations.

SAVE THE DATE

Annual Mother’s Day Chicken BBQ and Pie Sale

Saturday, May 13
10:30 AM ‘til Gone
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What is a Lay Servant? http://www.unyumc.org/ministries/lay-servant-ministries

A Lay Servant is an active, supportive member of a United Methodist congregation who is eager to be in ministry
through the church. He/she is well-informed on scripture, doctrine, heritage, organization and life of the United
Methodist Church and is committed to witnessing through church and community leadership, care giving ministries
and spoken communication. A Lay Servant is willing to initiate ministry in partnership with clergy and other Lay
Servants and willing to improve his/her skills for service.

Current Trumansburg United Methodist Church Lay Servants
Judi Eastburn; Rich Flaville; Mary Louise Gallagher; Ronda Ketcham;
Chris Kimball-Peterson (Sr. Lay Servant); Susan McCormick; and Pat Love

April and May 2017 Lay Servant Courses.

Please contact Chris Kimball-Peterson (387-5486) if you are interested in attending any of these courses.
Brochures available on the TUMC website: http://trumansburgumc.org/page/lay_servant_information.

God’s Mission: Our Journey: April 8, 8:00 AM – 5:00 PM

Clifton Springs United Methodist Church
Facilitators: Roger & Donna Cullen, Volunteers-in-Mission (VIM) Coordinators
Registration Deadline: March 24 (contact: Chris Kimball-Peterson; even if deadline has passed)
Ordinary people do amazing things when they engage the world to further God’s kingdom. Come. Be
encouraged to draw upon your own expertise and experiences in interpreting the Bible, to explore the social and
cultural diversity of those who are dedicated to God’s mission. Our time together promises to be one of learning
from each other what it is to be Christ-like.

Discovering Your Spiritual Gifts: April 29 & May 6, 9:00 AM – 2:30 PM

Newark First United Methodist Church
Instructor: Lucina Hallagan, Conference Director of Lay Servant Ministries
Registration Deadline: April 8 (contact: Chris Kimball-Peterson)

“Each One a Minister” begins as a study of Ephesians. You engage in discovering the meaning of church,
ministry and gifts, from the early church up to the present. You look at ways in which God’s gifts are practical as
well as spiritual.

Lay Servant Basic: May 6 & May 13, 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM

Varna United Methodist Church
Leaders: Charlie & Bobbie Valentine
Registration Deadline: April 22 (contact: Chris Kimball-Peterson)

The “Basic Course” guides you to discover and reflect on your gifts of caring, leading, communicating and
ministry. Join this journey of exploring a path to deeper faith and service. Explore topics such as: personal
spiritual gifts; servant leadership; developing future leaders; the importance of consistent spiritual practices; the
core ministries of Leading, Caring, and Communicating.
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“I want to be more involved. Where do I sign up?”
→ Coffee Hour

- Sign up in Fellowship Hall, or
- Check in with Rosemary Terry,
Sue McCormick, or Mary Jamison

→ Snow Shoveling / Mowing

- Sign up in Fellowship Hall, or
- Check in with Dick Peterson, Trustee (Chair)

→ Scripture Reader

- Check in with Rich Flaville, Lay Leader

→ Greeter & Usher

- Check in with Jim or Rosemary Terry, Dick Peterson, or Chris Kimball-Peterson

→ Good Word Telephone Ministry, 607-387-8202
- Check in with Chris Kimball-Peterson

→ Choir and/or Bells

- Check in with Francine or Jack Darling

→ Acolyte

- Check in with Gene Lovelace or Jim Close

Our Winter Dish-to-Pass Fellowship Season has come to a close.
January 29
Thanks to Paula Austic, Trudy VanOstrand, Lee Mitterer, Ken Welch,
and Mary Jamison; and to Jack & Francine Darling (music).
February 26
Thanks to Mary Louise Gallagher, Rich Flaville, Ronda Ketcham, Sue McCormick, Steve Huber, and Joe
Sibley (Mission & Outreach); and to Jack & Francine Darling (music).
March 26
Thanks to Meg & Gary Gaige, Libby (Gaige) Eiholzer, and Mark Ochs.

Great programs, fun music, and spectacular foods!
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A Message from the Trumansburg Food Pantry
During 2016, the Trumansburg Food Pantry provided
228 different households living in the Trumansburg
School District, the Town of Ulysses or the Village of
Trumansburg with 3 to 5 days worth of meals every
two weeks. On average, these households included
101 children, 228 adults and 79 senior citizens. We
were able to help these families because of your
generosity. Thank you.
March and April are the months the Trumansburg
Food Pantry holds its annual fund raising campaign.
You can donate non-perishable items directly to your
church or the collection box at the SHUR-SAVE. If you
would like to make a cash donation you may make a
donation to the United Way in support of the
Trumansburg Food Pantry or mail your tax deductible
donation to: Trumansburg Food Pantry, PO Box 162,
Trumansburg, NY 14886.

Thank you to everyone who participated in the Empty Bowls event at Atlas Bowl last month!
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ALTAR GUILD / EASTER MEMORIALS
The Altar Guild is ready to take your order for Easter lilies! You are invited
to order a lily in honor/memory of a loved one. The lilies will be used in
the sanctuary on Easter Sunday, April 16, 2017. A memorial list will be
published in the church bulletin and in our newsletter, Spiritual Harvest.
You can take your lily/lilies home after Easter Sunday’s service. If you
prefer, you can make a monetary donation to the Altar Guild instead of
ordering a lily.
Please fill out the form below, and:
❒ Give it, along with your payment, to Suzanne Organ; or
❒ Put it in the collection plate (clearly marked); or
❒ Mail it to the church office:
Trumansburg United Methodist Church. PO Box 628, Trumansburg, NY 14886
ATTENTION: Altar Guild/ Suzanne Organ
❒ Cost = $10.00 for white lily.
❒ Make checks payable to: Trumansburg United Methodist Church.
❒ Clearly note what the check is for: 1) flowers, or 2) Altar Guild donation.
Orders are due on or before Sunday, April 2.

Your name: ____________________________ Telephone No. ______________

EASTER FLOWERS

QUANTITY

White Easter Lily ($10.00 each), 6” pot

________________________

Total Amount Enclosed

________________________

In honor or memory of: ______________________________________

I would like to make a monetary donation to the Altar Guild in lieu of a plant.
In honor or memory of: ______________________________________
Delivery Instructions (please mark your preference):
❒ Deliver to a shut-in? Yes, please take to someone who will enjoy it.
❒ No, I will take home or to someone myself.
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Christ the Lord is Risen Today
Hymn by Charles Wesley, 1739

Christ the Lord is ris’n today, Alleluia!
Sons of men and angels say, Alleluia!
Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia!
Sing, ye heav’ns, and earth, reply, Alleluia!
Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia!
Where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia!
Once He died our souls to save, Alleluia!
Where’s thy victory, boasting grave? Alleluia!
Love’s redeeming work is done, Alleluia!
Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia!
Death in vain forbids His rise, Alleluia!
Christ hath opened paradise, Alleluia!

Soar we now where Christ hath led, Alleluia!
Foll’wing our exalted Head, Alleluia!
Made like Him, like Him we rise, Alleluia!
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia!
Hail the Lord of earth and heaven, Alleluia!
Praise to Thee by both be given, Alleluia!
Thee we greet triumphant now, Alleluia!
Hail the Resurrection, thou, Alleluia!
King of glory, Soul of bliss, Alleluia!
Everlasting life is this, Alleluia!
Thee to know, Thy pow’r to prove, Alleluia!
Thus to sing, and thus to love, Alleluia!
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