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Touching lives with compassion,
understanding and hope

I remember a story about a struggling church in a small, farming community. Giving was down and no one
wanted to take on the job of treasurer for the upcoming year. Finally, one man, the town’s miller, stepped up and
said he’d take the job. A few months later, he reported that the church had all the money it needed and plenty
more besides. They all marveled at the news and asked what had happened to make such a change. He explained
that, whenever they had come to his mill with their grain, he only returned 90% back to them. The other 10% he
sold and gave the money to the church. “The thing is,” he said, “you didn’t even miss it.”
While I suppose that story can tell us something about giving, I can’t imagine it is true. Also, I am hesitant to
lift it up as a good example of stewardship because there is one big thing that bothers me about it, beside the fact
that I can’t imagine an entire town of farmers wouldn’t miss 10% of their harvest and the fact that the miller was
technically stealing from his fellow church members.
What bugs me is that it removes the giver altogether. If you aren’t actually thinking about it, if you never make
the decision, if you aren’t intentional about what you are doing – are you actually giving? Technically, money
that was in your control is now under someone else’s control. But still, there’s something missing.
For a real life example of this I can talk about a church we belonged to in Louisville. One of the many ways
that church members there could contribute their offerings was through direct deposit. Every month, a set amount
could be automatically withdrawn from your account and given to the church. Many people said they loved it and
I know the church received a greater amount of money after they started offering direct deposit for tithes and
offerings.
So what’s my problem with that? If the point is to raise more money, shouldn’t the church take advantage of
every opportunity that is effective?
Ultimately, yes; as in all things, the church should make every effort to remove barriers for people to engage
in every aspect of congregational life. And, churches need money to do the work they are called to do. However,
giving our tithes and offerings isn’t based solely on the church’s need for money. We give because we have a
need to give, to sacrifice, to return blessings for God’s use. We give because we want to share the gifts we have
been given. We give because it is one more way to give praise to God.
Even if a church had more money than it knew what to do with, its members would still be called to give.
As we said, churches need money. Ministry has a financial price tag. But the reason we give had more to do with
who we are as thankful people of the Holy Giver than it has to do with budgets or bills.
Thankfully, our finances here at church are sufficient to our needs, more or less at least. We are not in any kind
of financial crisis. Our church is blessed with many faithful givers. That’s good news, to be sure. But what about
the other end of giving? How are YOU feeling in your relationship with God? How has God been blessing you,
recently? How have you given thanks and praise to the Lord? How might you still?
There are so many ways that we praise God. Allow your financial giving to be one of them. Give not because
the church needs it, but because you need to give it. Give because God has first given to you. Give because you
trust wholeheartedly that God will continue to provide for all your needs.
-- Pastor Ben

OUR CHURCH REMINDERS
Coffee Fellowship – The Host
families for our Sunday morning
coffee fellowship provide an
invaluable service.
Thank you, June Barnes and Sally Payne, for
serving as Hostesses in September.

ELDERS Serving in September:
Date
2
9
16
23
30

Lead Elder
Susan Crawford
Sally Ifill
Joyce Coy
Jan Pumphrey
Rodger Shuback

Table Elder____
Brenda Hernan
Rodger Shuback
Jan Pumphrey
Alan Coy
Joyce Coy

An Exciting Upcoming Event—
The Ohio Regional Meeting of the Disciples of Christ is set for Saturday, October 6, 2018,
10 am – 4 pm at Gender Rd. Christian Church, 5336 Gender Rd., Canal Winchester, Ohio.
More information will be available soon.

Celebrating the Love, Joy and Enthusiasm that shapes Canfield Christian Church
We hope you will enjoy celebrating September and October Birthdays
with us on Sunday, October 14.

SEPTEMBER:
1 Anita Powell
16 Leland Knauf
19 Tom Brown
19 Dylan Smidt

20 Dorothy Rice
22 Karen Heldreth
30 Michelle Kimble
30 Savannah Kimble

SEPTEMBER:
2 Martin & Susan Crawford
14 Steve & Theresa Brown
17 Robert & Brenda Hernan
25 Steve & Sally Ifill

BIRTHDAYS:
OCTOBER:
1 Kathy Renko
2 Jenna Ray
2 Roy Davis
4 Braxton Smidt
8 Dorris Baringer
9 June Barnes
9 Rodger Shuback, Jr.
ANNIVERSARIES:
OCTOBER
3 Ricardo & Janeth Condori
4 Rev. Walter & Joyce Coy
5 Jerry & Dolores Hanna
15 Bob & Jean Shackelford
17 Tom & Laura Brown
18 Troy & Beth Johnson

9 Cheryl Coy
10 Holly Snyder
19 Terri Alcott
21 Jeffrey Payne
28 Grayson Arlan Pollock
30 Beth Johnson

Canfield Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)

Your Name Here

“I was a stranger and you welcomed me…”

We are a very friendly and welcoming church. We
hear Christ’s call to welcome the stranger and we
take it seriously. Folks here go out of their way to
greet visitors and make them feel at home.
One more tool to help us in that mission is wearing
name tags. Just about everybody here knows just
about everybody else, but we want new folks and
visitors to know us, too. Wearing name tags is
simple and inexpensive, yet makes a big difference
to people who are new to a church.
We now have reusable, clip on name tags for
everyone at church. Please put yours on when you
get here so you are ready to greet new folks. Then
clip it back onto the holder in the Narthex before
going home.
Thank you for doing yet one more thing to
welcome the strangers here in our church.

Welcome to New Members
Bob & Jean Shackelford and
Jeff & Sue Weber-Nape!

WAGONS OF HOPE
Thank you for supporting our children’s efforts to help others while filling their
Wagons of Hope on Sunday, October 14.
Your generosity makes a difference to needy families in our local area.
Thank you!

AS YOU CONTINUE YOUR PRAYERS FOR OTHERS
Please remember those who are in assisted living/nursing homes with your prayers,
phone calls, and visits:
Antonine Village: Barbara Todd
AustinWoods: DeNise Martin
The Inn at Christine Valley: Irene Lehtonen
Shepherd of the Valley: Barbara Hepplewhite
The following individuals and families do appreciate your continued prayers on their behalf:
Helen Bush
Susan Crawford
Theresa Alcott
David Bush
Martin Crawford
David Dishong
Karen Hunt
Larry Kimble
Jeff Nape
June Barnes
Gerri Brown
Virginia Hendricks
Colt Schmidt (Great Grandson of Pat Wiant)
Doug Lewis (Brother of Joyce Coy)
Roseann Lobaugh (Sister of Anita Powell)
Rosa and Maria Arcenio (Sisters of Trinidad)
Ted Harris (Nephew of Jerry & Dolores Hanna) Rhonda Jones (Friend of Sally Payne)
Melissa Miskell Tabbara (Friend of Sally Ifill)
Scott Chepke (Received a transplant)
Margrit Galano (Mother of Cindy Stackhouse) Sheri Wiener (Cousin of June Barnes)
Amanda Price (Daughter of Fred & Celeste)
Sandra Jeffries, Don & Janet Lucas and John Beales
(Friends of Dorris Baringer)
It is important to remember our service members in your daily prayers.

LETTERS OF APPRECIATION

FOOD – FUN – ENERGY – LEADERSHIP - AND SOLIDLY DEDICATED
PEOPLE
So how did our 2nd annual Back To School Block Party come
together? What did it look like?
Good questions that accompany appreciating the tremendous
people of Canfield Christian Church. The word on the street (in the
pews?) is that every person our Event Coordinator, Brenda
Hernan, asked to help – responded with a resounding … “Pleased
to do what I can!” And you followed through with enthusiasm.
Many thanks to each one of you. We served together and
graciously welcomed the numerous people benefitting from our
appreciation for our neighbors and community visitors.
Please enjoy the pictures that present a small glimpse of Canfield
Christian Church’s gift of hospitality to our community. As you
reflect on the day, remember how our personal investments in the
block party and raffles supported local community mission

Wow! It’s time
for the block
party and, boy,
am I excited!
I hope you are,
too.
Here’s why I’m
so excited:

*chance to show people
how friendly, fun and
faithful we all are – We are
a warm and hospitable
group of folks here at
Canfield Christian. I love
showing you all off to my
friends and family who
come here. This is another
chance to do that with a
whole new group of folks.

*fellowship wth other
church members — We
worship together every
week and we get to
socialize before and
after worship, but we
don’t always get to work
together or play a game
together or laugh
together. The block
party is a great place
for that.

*opportunity for them to come and check us out with no commitment, no pressure, and no
constraints — Folks are out there who are looking for a church family, for a group of people to love
and to be loved by, but it is scary to take the risk and go to Sunday Worship. You never know what
you’re getting into. But, coming to a tent to eat some picnic food and play same games? That’s easy!
And then, once they meet us, they’ll know that this is a group of people who share Christ’s love.
*directly carry out Christ’s call to feed hungry people — no, they’re not likely to be the people in
great need we usually think about, but they will be hungry and we will feed them. Christ’s call is to
feed everybody. We’re going to do that for sure, and that’s exciting. This is the best and easiest way
to forge new relationships with people in our wider community. While there are many tasks to do to
make it great, the most important one is to simply be here.
Be here to be met — You all are awesome and we want people to know that.
Be here to lend a hand — Many hands make light work, and yours can make a difference.
Be here to meet others — Get to know our neighbors and what’s so great about them.
Be here to represent Christ — Together “[we] are the body of Christ and individually members
of it,” (1 Corinthians 12:27).
--Pastor Ben
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

Come and worship with us for
World Communion Sunday on October 7!

2
Worship 10:30
am

3

4

5
Wednesday
Weight
Watchers
8-9 am

6

7

8

11

12
Wednesday
Weight
Watchers
8-9 am

13
Operation
Blessing
10 am

14

15
Alice Johns
Memorial
Block Party,
11 am-3 pm

18

19
Wednesday
Weight
Watchers
8-9 am

20
Operation
Blessing
10 am

21
Alzheimer’s
Support
Group
10 am

22

25

26
Wednesday
Weight
Watchers
8-9 am

27

28

29

AA Meeting
7 pm
9
Worship 10:30
am
Presentation by
Crystal Eckman
of the
Mahoning
Valley Rescue
Mission

16
Worship 10:30
am

10
MEETINGS:
Worship
Committee,
6 pm
General Board,
7 pm
AA Meeting
7 pm

17

AA Meeting
7 pm
23
Worship 10:30
am
____________
30
Worship 10:30
am
Reconciliation
Offering for the
Disciples

24

AA Meeting
7 pm

Our Alice Johns Memorial Block
Party on Saturday, September 15
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