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     This past Sunday we heard the story of Jesus and Syrophonecian woman. 

She came to Jesus seeking help for her daughter who was possessed by a 

demon. Initially, Jesus refuses to help her, replying, “Let the children [the 

Hebrew people] be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food and 

throw it to the dogs,” referring to the Gentiles, particularly here, the 

Syrophonecians.  I shared with the congregation that this term Jesus uses to 

describe these people was a racial slur, common amongst the Jewish people 

in Jesus’ day. 

     The idea that Jesus might use a racist term is upsetting to consider. He is 

Jesus, after all, the best of us that there ever was. Surely he would have been 

above such things, right? While a lot of people have gone out of their way to 

try to explain it away over the years, if we are just reading it the Mark presents 

it, there’s kinda no other way to really understand it. But is that really so bad? 

     While there is a lot to be said about John’s version of Jesus, perfect from 

the beginning – from before the Beginning, actually – I think there is something 

we can learn from Mark’s account of a Jesus who is on a journey of self-

discovery. 

     We know Jesus is good, like deep down, to the core good. And yet, he was 

also a person raised in the world learning the ways of that world. Obviously it 

had an impact on him. How could it not? According to this one story in Mark,  

at least, the influence of the world seems to have even crept into his thinking 

about other people, of outsiders of a different race. And so, acting as he had 

been raised, he initially dismissed this woman in need calling her a dog. 

     But that’s not the important takeaway here. The lesson isn’t that Jesus was 

racist. The lesson is that Jesus faithfully confronted the racist attitudes he had 

been raised with and changed them within himself, with a little help from this 

persistent and faithful woman. And if Jesus can do it, we can, too. 

     There is a lot of talk in the media and the world in general about race right 

now. And let me just add, “thank God.” These are conversations we need to be 

having in our government, in our businesses, in our schools, in our churches, 

in our families, and even within ourselves. 
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     Racism is a sin, plain and simple. It denies the very humanity of God’s 

children. It denies the very likeness of God which the Creator instilled in every 

one of us upon our birth. Racism is a sin that is not only oppressing people of 

color, but separating all of us from God. 

     We have it in our thinking that racists are evil people. We might even think of 

racism as a demon not unlike the one possessing the Syrophonecian woman’s 

daughter. And just like that woman, we can go to the Lord for help it exorcising 

it from our lives. 

     We are not evil if we have racist thoughts within us. We are not bad people 

because we were raised with certain sinful ideas about people with different 

colors of skin than our own. Simply having these racist demons within us 

doesn’t make us sinful. BUT allowing them to dwell within us AFTER we have 

discovered them – that IS sinful. 

     Two things I can almost certainly assure apply to you, you reading this right 

now: One – almost certainly you are racists. You, who have been raised in this 

world where fear and hatred and bigotry and meanness are the rule, you have 

racist attitudes dwelling within you. I do, too. So does just about everybody I 

know. So, apparently, did Jesus, himself. And frankly, how could you not have 

racist ideas inside of you? 

     BUT, that doesn’t change the second thing I know about you absolutely: you 

are a good person. You are created in the image and likeness of God. You are 

a believer in Jesus Christ. You seek to follow in his ways, to represent him in 

the world around you, to actually BE part of the body of Christ, the Church, alive 

and at work in the world. You are good. 

     So, as one who is both racist and good, as one who follows the example of 

Jesus Christ, do what he did: recognize the racist sin inside you and call it out. 

Pray for it to leave you. Ask for your Lord who has been there and done that to 

help you, too. Ask the Lord to remove this demon that is possessing you. You 

didn’t ask for it. You don’t want it in you. It’s not your fault you have it. But it is 

on you to try and get rid of it. 

     That is always the only thing we are ever called to do in our walk of faith. 

We’re not called to be perfect already; we are called to recognize the sin that 

has invaded our lives and then pray for help in repelling it. Our faith tells us that 

the Lord is strong enough for that, to which we can all say, thanks be to God. 

      

     --Pastor Ben 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Can you finish this sentence?  

You might be a Disciple if … 

  
…you know that our Polar Star is not part of the Big Dipper. 

        ….you don’t immediately think of the book Ivanhoe when you hear the name Walter Scott. 

 
Please keep in your prayers –  
         Rev. Aimee Raymond and Family on the passing of Rev. Lou Raymond on September 5. 
           He was a former Pastor of the Church. 
 
         Donna Wiant and Family on the passing of her son Kyle Knutson on September 4. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

AS YOU CONTINUE YOUR PRAYERS FOR OTHERS 

   
   The following individuals and families do appreciate your continued prayers on their behalf:  
   June Barnes                         Debbie Tunison                        David Metzger 

Jeff Nape                              David Dishong          Nancy Minkler 

Margaret Clark                    Carol Payne 

   Colt Schmidt (Great Grandson of Pat Wiant)          Jack Harris (Nephew of Jerry & Dolores Hanna) 

   Rosa and Maria Arcenio (Sisters of Trinidad)          Scott Chepke (Received a transplant)                                                  

   Margrit Galano (Mother of Cindy Stackhouse)       J. Edward Baker (Littleton, Colorado) 

   Denise Kover (Cousin of Anita Powell)                        

   Sandra Jeffries, Dedra Theoret, Don Robertson and John and Carol Beales (Friends of Dorris  

            Baringer) 

It is important to remember our service members in your daily prayers. 

 

 

ELDERS’ SERVING SCHEDULE 
 

                         September    October 
                         5  Jan Pumphrey    3  Jan Pumphrey 

                         12 Diana Secaur    10 Diana Secaur  

                         19 Sally Ifill    17 Sally Ifill   

             26 Rodger Shuback   24 Rodger Shuback 

       31 Jan Pumphrey 

                     



Tuesday Night Bible Study on Zoom 
 
Our Tuesday Night Bible Study is continuing on with a look at Ephesians.  
N.T. Wright explains that the letter was originally intended as a circular to various 
churches in the Ephasus area. In many ways it provides a bird’s-eye view of one 
theme after another within early Christian reflection: God, the world, Jesus, the 
church, the means of salvation, Christian behavior, marriage and family, and 
spiritual warfare. 
 
One of the best things about the way our study is set up is that there is NO 
PREPARATION NECESSARY! The study book asks questions that draw on personal 
experience and direct observation that not only teach, but provide practical insights 
for our daily living. We continue to learn new things and gain new insights from these ancient 
passages. 
 
We do the study on Zoom at 6:30 every Tuesday night. Members can drop in and out as they have 
need. You can either follow the same link we use for everything here at church. If you would like a link 
emailed or texted to you or if you have any questions about getting Zoom set up on your computer, 
tablet or smartphone, just let Pastor Ben know. We would love to have you join us for an hour of study 
and insight. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

UPDATED GUIDELINES FOR IN-PERSON WORSHIP 

     We are so thankful for the opportunity to welcome more and more people back to 
in-person worship on Sunday mornings. The covid vaccines have been an answer to 
prayer and have allowed us to accelerate our plan to return to life as normal here at 
church.  

     That being said, we know the danger is still present for many in our community. If 
you have been fully vaccinated, you are welcome to go without a mask in worship. If 
you have not been vaccinated for any reason, please continue to wear a mask at all 
times while you are in the building for your own safety as well as the safety of others.  

   There are many reasons why people may not be vaccinated at this point. We want 
to assure each person that comes to worship that they will not only be welcomed but 
will be safe, as well. Assuring the safety of everyone is part of our mission as 
followers of Jesus Christ.  

     We will never turn anyone away because of their vaccination status nor will 
anyone be required to prove their vaccination status. We are the church and we trust 
each other. That also means that we will go out of our way to accommodate one 
another’s needs. Whatever your particular situation is, please consider how you can 
best extend love and care to others with faithful integrity. 
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