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Touching lives with compassion,
understanding and hope

As Joann was digging through the files recently, she found a letter sent to David Bush from the pastor. We don’t
know if everyone got a similar letter when they joined the church or if this was a special letter just for David.
While so little of the wording seems to reflect an older time, most of the content is just as true for all of us today as
it was for David almost 50 years ago. As you read it, imagine it being written to you today:
Dear David:
All of us are glad to have you as a member of our church. We want you to feel at home. We want to get better
acquainted with you and help you get acquainted with every phase of our church life.
I believe you will enjoy having a part in our growing congregation. You will find a thrill in seeing someone you have
influenced walked down the aisle to dedicate his or her life to Jesus Christ.
Get acquainted with as many people as you can. Our members are friendly, but some of them are shy. Just smile
and say, “Hello.” It’s that easy. The other fellow will be glad to meet you. See how many people you can meet and
how many names you can remember. Then call people by name. First names if you like.
The hour of worship is an appointment not to be broken without valid reason. There is value in being at the Lord’s
Table every Sunday. We are looking forward to seeing you each Sunday. We are looking forward to seeing you each
Sunday at Worship. We hope you will observe daily devotions all through the week.
Find your place in the church life. You will be asked to accept some job or responsibility. It is an honor and a
privilege. Whether it be to sing in the choir, play the piano, or be an officer or address letters, the answer is, “I’ll be
glad to!” And if you not asked soon enough … Volunteer!
Call your minister. No problem will seem unimportant to him if it is important to you. Be frank. He will understand.
He will not scold or be shocked. He will not betray a confidence. If there is sickness or sorrow in your home or if at
any other time you need him, call your minister.
Our treasurer will be giving you envelopes and a letter explaining the church finances in a few days, if you have
not already received them.
In every way, let this be your church. You are a vital part of it … from now on! Welcome! We are glad to have you!
Yours in Christ,
Alonzo Wise, Minister
I love this letter. I love the way it combines a sincere welcome with a faithful call to serve. I love how it points out
how important the person is to our church family and how they can help others feel their importance, as well. I also
love the way it reminds the reader that the minister is here for them and that no problem is too unimportant or
shocking. Those are all good reminders for us, still today.
I continue to be so grateful to be your pastor, to be here serving alongside each of you, and to be cared for by all
of our loving folk here. This is a good place to belong, a faithful place to serve and be served, an effective place for
“touching lives with compassion, understanding, and hope.”
--Pastor Ben

OUR CHURCH REMINDERS
Coffee Fellowship – The host
families for our Sunday morning
coffee fellowship provide an
invaluable service.
Thank you, Jan Pumphrey and Kylee Kritz, for
serving as Hostesses in October.

ELDERS Serving in October:
Date
7
14
21
28

Lead Elder
Susan Crawford
Jan Pumphrey
Rodger Shuback
Sally Ifill

Table Elder
Brenda Hernan
Alan Coy
Joyce Coy
Rodger Shuback

WAGONS OF HOPE
Thank you for supporting our children’s efforts to help others
while filling their Wagons of Hope on Sunday, October 14.
Your generosity makes a difference to needy families
in our local area. Thank you!

Celebrating the Love, Joy and Enthusiasm that shapes Canfield Christian Church
We hope you will enjoy celebrating September and October Birthdays
with us on Sunday, October 14.

SEPTEMBER:
1 Anita Powell
16 Leland Knauf
19 Tom Brown
19 Dylan Smidt

20 Dorothy Rice
22 Karen Heldreth
30 Michelle Kimble
30 Savannah Kimble

SEPTEMBER:
2 Martin & Susan Crawford
14 Steve & Theresa Brown
17 Robert & Brenda Hernan
25 Steve & Sally Ifill

BIRTHDAYS:
OCTOBER:
1 Kathy Renko
2 Jenna Ray
2 Roy Davis
4 Braxton Smidt
8 Dorris Baringer
9 June Barnes
9 Rodger Shuback, Jr.
ANNIVERSARIES:
OCTOBER
3 Ricardo & Janeth Condori
4 Rev. Walter & Joyce Coy
5 Jerry & Dolores Hanna
15 Bob & Jean Shackelford
17 Tom & Laura Brown
18 Troy & Beth Johnson

9 Cheryl Coy
10 Holly Snyder
19 Terri Alcott
21 Jeffrey Payne
28 Grayson Arlan Pollock
30 Beth Johnson

David Bush
December 28, 1955 – September 16, 2018
Canfield Christian remembers our beloved member and Deacon Emeritus, David Bush, who died
on September 16, 2018. A lifelong presence in this congregation, many remember all the ways
David brought joy and enthusiasm to our church family here. He will be missed.

Virginia Hendricks
August 3, 1921 – September 30, 2018

Our church family extends our sympathy to the family of
Virginia Hendricks. A life-long member of our congregation,
Virginia will be remembered as a dedicated servant-leader
and pillar of our church. She led Vacation Bible School,
Junior Church, CWF, and held many other leadership
positions including deaconess and elder. She will continue
to bless this church through her memory and example.

Canfield Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)

Your Name Here
“I was a stranger and you welcomed me…”

We are a very friendly and welcoming church. We hear Christ’s call to welcome the stranger and we take
it seriously. Folks here go out of their way to greet visitors and make them feel at home.
One more tool to help us in that mission is wearing name tags. Just about everybody here knows just about
everybody else, but we want new folks and visitors to know us, too. Wearing name tags is simple and
inexpensive, yet makes a big difference to people who are new to a church.
We now have reusable, clip on name tags for everyone at church. Please put yours on when you get here
so you are ready to greet new folks. Then clip it back onto the holder in the Narthex before going home.
Thank you for doing yet one more thing to welcome the strangers here in our church.

AS YOU CONTINUE YOUR PRAYERS FOR OTHERS
Please remember those who are in assisted living/nursing homes with your prayers,
phone calls, and visits:
Antonine Village: Barbara Todd
AustinWoods: DeNise Martin
The Inn at Christine Valley: Irene Lehtonen
Shepherd of the Valley: Barbara Hepplewhite
The following individuals and families do appreciate your continued prayers on their behalf:
Helen Bush
Susan Crawford
Theresa Alcott
Martin Crawford
David Dishong
Gerri Brown
Karen Hunt
Larry Kimble
Jeff Nape
Colt Schmidt (Great Grandson of Pat Wiant)
Doug Lewis (Brother of Joyce Coy)
Roseann Lobaugh (Sister of Anita Powell)
Rosa and Maria Arcenio (Sisters of Trinidad)
Ted Harris (Nephew of Jerry & Dolores Hanna) Rhonda Jones (Friend of Sally Payne)
Melissa Miskell Tabbara (Friend of Sally Ifill)
Scott Chepke (Received a transplant)
Margrit Galano (Mother of Cindy Stackhouse) Sheri Wiener (Cousin of June Barnes)
Amanda Price (Daughter of Fred & Celeste)
Sandra Jeffries, Don & Janet Lucas and John Beales
(Friends of Dorris Baringer)
It is important to remember our service members in your daily prayers.

Dear Pastor Ben,
Thank you so very much for inviting The Rescue Mission to be a part of your Sunday
Service. You all made me feel like I was part of your family!
Please thank everybody for their kindness toward me and The Mission!
Best regards, Crystal Eckman

EXPRESSIONS OF APPRECIATION

Our Alice Johns
Memorial Block Party
on September 15 was a
big success!
Thank you, Brenda
Hernan, and everyone
who volunteered to
cook, set up and clean
up, as well as everyone
who participated!

October 2018

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3
Wednesday
Weight
Watchers
8-9 am

4

5

6
Regional
Meeting of
Christian
Church in
Ohio

9

10
Wednesday
Weight
Watchers
8-9 am

11
Operation
Blessing
10 am

12

13

WORLD
COMMUNION
SUNDAY

8
MEETINGS:
Worship
Committee,
6 pm
General Board,
7 pm

Reconciliation
Offering for the
Disciples

AA Meeting
7 pm
16

17
Wednesday
Weight
Watchers
8-9 am

18
Operation
Blessing
10 am

19
Alzheimer’s
Support
Group
10 am

20

23

24
Wednesday
Weight
Watchers
8-9 am

25

26

27

30

31
Wednesday
Weight
Watchers
8-9 am

7
Worship 10:30
am

14
Worship 10:30
am

15

Birthday and
Anniversary
Cake and
Coffee Hour
Wagons of
Hope
21
Worship 10:30
am

AA Meeting
7 pm

22

AA Meeting
7 pm
28
Worship 10:30
am

29

MEMORIAL
SUNDAY
AA Meeting
7 pm
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