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     There is a lot of discussion, information, misinformation, worry, doubt, and 

hopefulness happening right now concerning vaccinations for the covid virus. In 

the midst of it all, I thought I would let you know why I decided to get vaccinated. 

     As most of you know, my family and I have been particularly concerned about 

the virus because we have members who are in the high-risk categories due to 

asthma or being immunocompromised. Much about the coronavirus was unknown 

early on. One thing we did know, however, is that it is deadly. To date, over 3 

million people have died in just over a year. Many of us have had friends or family 

members who have died from covid, including church members. It has been as 

sad as it is terrifying. 

     Beyond the risk of death which we know, no one can know what long-term 

effects the virus may have on people who have been infected. Other viruses like 

West Nile, Ebola, or even shingles can continue to have harmful effects on people 

long after the initial symptoms have been dealt with. We will continue to learn 

more about covid positive patients for years to come and, among whatever other 

treatments, medicines, and help they will need, they will also need our prayers. 

     By contrast, the vaccines have been shown to be extremely safe and effective 

at keeping people alive and protected from infection. While these vaccines were 

created with record speed, they have each been thoroughly tested just like any 

other new medication or treatment. They are also being closely monitored as they 

are being put into service. The Johnson and Johnson vaccine caused blood clots 

in8 people (out of over 7 million). One of those patients later died, making it the 

only known case of death from any of the different vaccines which includes over 

1.29 billion shots. Those are incredible odds. 

     Those are the numbers. Those are the facts. Those are the reports of 

overwhelming success. And yet, none of that is the real reason I decided to get 

vaccinated. 

     I am not a scientist. I am not a medical professional or an epidemiologist or a 

politician or a stakeholder in Pfizer, Moderna, or J&J. I am a person of faith. I am a 

Christian. I am a pastor. I am a father. All of these things cause me to put the 

needs of others ahead of my own comfort, ahead of my own rights and liberties.  

I have taken on the yoke of Christ and that means that I will do whatever I 

reasonably can to help, protect, and love my neighbors in all aspects of my living. 
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     It hurt me to be away from the people I love, the people I had dedicated myself 

to serving. But at the same time I knew that the more loving, more faithful action 

was to assure that I would not pass on the virus to others. And so I stayed home  

as much as possible. As we learned more, I found ways to protect myself and those 

around me by wearing a mask and keeping a safe distance.  Naturally then, when 

the vaccine became available I was eager to get it as soon as I could. It not only 

meant peace of mind for myself; it meant I would continue to serve the people I love 

without putting them at risk of infection. 

     Now I feel like I can continue to serve as God has called me. I can go to small, 

public gatherings where people are taking reasonable precautions. That includes 

going to church to help lead worship in person. While it is far from the way I want it 

to be, it is so wonderful to see you all in person again, to be gathered into the same 

space, that familiar place that feels like God’s house. I am also able to visit people 

in their homes to pray and catch up on everything that has been happening in their 

lives for the last year and more. I am able to imagine a restoration of our church life 

as more and more of us receive the protection these vaccines provide. 

     Too many of us have died. Too many have been infected and had their lives 

turned upside-down. Too many of us are still vulnerable to this disease, particularly 

our children. While they have shown themselves sturdier than the rest of us in 

resisting infection, they are now among the most vulnerable. So it is for their safe, 

as well, that I have happily received my vaccine. 

     “Love your neighbor as yourself.” (Leviticus 19:19, Matthew 22:39, Mark 12:31, 

Luke 10:27, Romans 13:9, Galatians 5:14, James 2:8). Over and over again we are 

told. Right now, my neighbors need me to get vaccinated. The vaccination doesn’t 

only protect me, but all of them, too. 

     The thing about faith is that no one can make you do it; no one can force you to 

believe. No one can mandate that you behave a certain way or take a certain 

action. No one will make you get vaccinated. And yet, as one dedicated to serving 

others in Christ’s name and example, I find myself compelled to get vaccinated if, 

for no other reason, I can simply continue the work of Jesus Christ. 

     And so I wear a mask. I keep a safe distance. I am fully vaccinated. And I 

continue to serve as faithfully as I can. 

 
 

--Pastor Ben 

 

 

 

 

 

 



      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ELDERS’ SERVING SCHEDULE 
 

        May    June 
               2  Sally Ifill  6  Rodger Shuback 

               9   Rodger Shuback  13 Jan Pumphrey 

               16 Jan Pumphrey  20 Diana Secaur 

         23 Diana Secaur                 27 Sally Ifill                  

         30 Sally Ifill 

     

 

If you or someone in your family 

will be graduating this year, please 

let the church office know.  

We want to congratulate them  

on their achievements! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maya (Condori) and Peter Wright welcome their daughter Isla, born  

on April 22 in Sicily. We congratulate them, Uncle Jaime and grandparents 

Ricardo and Janeth Condori and Kevin and Sherri.  Isla weighed 8 lb. and is 

20” long.           

 

 
Mother Dawn Fredo and Grandmother Lynne Fredo 
welcome Travis Fredo born on April 26! He weighed 7 lb. 
12 oz. and is 21” long. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Tuesday Night Bible Study 
 

It is not too late to join us on Zoom, Tuesdays  

at 6:30 PM. N.T. Wright calls this a Bible study  

“For Everyone”. Each week we begin with an  

introduction to the section before reading it  

aloud together. NO PREPARATION NECESSARY!  

Pastor Ben facilitates us through a series of questions  

from the study guide, and with Kristin’s help gives us a  

history lesson as to what was going on in Galatia at that  

time and makes it easier to understand the context. This book  

is full of good things for us to ponder and enjoy today and is  

considered to be the “Magna Carta” for Christianity. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Church Announcements 



  Please keep in your prayers –  

         Trinidad Galizia and family. Her cousin Godfrey Masgo passed in April in Peru. 

 

         the family of Jackie Burley, former Director of Protestant Family Service.  She passed on May 9.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
GUIDELINES FOR ATTENDING SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 

 
While it will be so good to see each other again after so long, we know that there is still a real danger of contracting 

the coronavirus and so we ask that everyone who comes to the church building to observe the following guidelines to 

minimize the risks as much as possible: 
 

     Please wear a mask if at all possible. We will have new cloth masks at the door if you need one.   

            Please take it with you after the service and use it whenever you go out. 
         Please sit in designated pews with only yourself or your family. 
         Please refrain from singing as that has been proven to be an extremely effective way to spread 

                the disease. 
         Please use hand sanitizer. 

         Please minimize conversation before and after worship while indoors. Hopefully the weather  

                will permit visiting outside at a safe distance. 
 

As hard as it will be for us, please refrain from shaking hands, hugging, or other forms of physical contact. 

As much as we love each other and want to show it, the best way right now is to keep a safe distance. 

 

 

AS YOU CONTINUE YOUR PRAYERS FOR OTHERS 

   
   The following individuals and families do appreciate your continued prayers on their behalf:  
   Helen Dishong                    Debbie Tunison                        David Metzger 

Jeff Nape                             David Dishong          Nancy Minkler 

June Barnes                        Madison Gonzales                   Margaret Clark 

Anthony Galizia 

   Colt Schmidt (Great Grandson of Pat Wiant)          Jack Harris (Nephew of Jerry & Dolores Hanna) 

   Rosa and Maria Arcenio (Sisters of Trinidad)          Scott Chepke (Received a transplant)                                                   

   Margrit Galano (Mother of Cindy Stackhouse)       J. Edward Baker (Littleton, Colorado) 

   Roseann and Bud Lobaugh (Sister and brother-in-law of Anita Powell) 

   Denise Kover (Cousin of Anita Powell) 

   Larry Dillingham (Husband of Anita Powell’s friend Mary) 

   Sandra Jeffries, Dedra Theoret, Don Robertson and John and Carol Beales (Friends of Dorris  

            Baringer) 

It is important to remember our service members in your daily prayers. 
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