
 
 

    

 

 

 

     Kent City Schools has dropped its mask mandate for all students and staff, so that 

means several things for my bus driving job. The main thing it means for me is I no longer 

have to keep telling kids to wear their masks properly like every ten seconds. It’s been a 

big load off my plate, let me tell you. While I’m still not convinced that it’s the wisest 

decision at this point and while there are still situations where I will be wearing a mask,  

I have enjoyed the obvious relief that the kids feel. 

     Along with that relief they’re also finding themselves surprised and interested in seeing 

the whole face of people on the bus with them. It’s a strange experience to have a kid get 

on your bus and just look at you in that way, as if for the first time, but not just like meeting 

someone. 

     Most of the kids I drive have only met me during the pandemic. They’ve never seen me 

without my mask. When we look at someone with a mask on, our brains sort of fill in the 

rest of their face and we imagine what they look like under their masks. We can’t help it. 

It’s just automatic. But then, when we actually see their real face, it rarely matches up with 

what we’ve assumed they look like. It’s almost like they’ve changed their appearance and 

so we want to take a good, long look. 

     One of my younger kids saw me without a mask and said “Mr. Ben? Where’d you get 

that mush-tash?” But even my older students are getting on the bus and pausing overly 

long while looking at me. And I understand because I’m doing the same thing back to 

them. It’s quite strange, but also kind of wonderful. 

     I can’t remember ever before feeling like someone is really looking at me that way, 

really looking taking in my features, being surprised and even intrigued. While it is strange, 

as I said, it’s also refreshing to know that someone is putting real interest in seeing me. 

     So often we don’t really see people. We look at them. We learn to recognize them. We 

could even describe them, more or less. But really seeing someone, noticing and 

appreciating the particular shape of their chin or mouth or nose (along with their eyes and 

everything else) – that doesn’t happen very often. 

     All the more still, it’s even rarer to see someone not simply for what they look like but 

for who they are. It’s easy to look at someone and see merely a fellow driver stuck in traffic 

or in line at the grocery store, to see another pedestrian out walking their dog or 

exercising, to see a co-worker or waitress or delivery guy and not much more than that. 

They almost exist in our world for just the briefest of moments before they face away into 

nothingness as soon as we walk away. 
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    And yet, we know that every one of them is a full-fledged person with their own full 

life, family members, maybe a pet, a home. They have their own interests and 

hobbies, their own favorite foods or TV shows. They have their own history, beloved 

memories, difficult traumas, broken hearts, life changing moments. They’ve got hopes 

and dreams, plans and intentions. What are they? What do they do after they walk  

out of our field of vision? Where do they go? What are they thinking about? 

     To see someone in a deeper way, to be seen by someone else – these are 

opportunities, gifts we have to forge deeper connections, not just with one another,  

but also with the holy presence within each of us. The psalmist writes, “O LORD, you 

have searched me and know me,” and goes on to express that God knows everything 

there is to know about us. Knowing and being known are holy blessings. They tether 

us in our community, root us in a life-giving, life-sustaining environment. It is there,  

in those connections with others around us that we find the presence of one who is 

greater, grander, more massive and vast, farther reaching, all  encompassing, the  

God of the universe. 

     It is uncomfortable to be looked at in such an intentional, intense, and even 

intimate way. You’re not “supposed” to do that in our world. Which, perhaps, is why 

the world can be such a lonely place. Even so, every person we encounter, every  

face we see is an opportunity to receive that gift again. Encountering the God of the 

universe is uncomfortable, but it’s always worth it. 

     May you be seen today, fully, appreciatively, intimately, uncomfortably, blessedly. 

And may you see others that way, too. 

 
          --Pastor Ben 

 

ELDERS’ SERVING SCHEDULE 

 

  MARCH   APRIL 

  6  Sally Ifill   3  Sally Ifill 

  13 Rodger Shuback  10 Rodger Shuback 

  20 Jan Pumphrey  17 Jan Pumphrey 

  27 Diana Secaur  24 Diana Secaur 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Join us for our 

 
What: Lenten Breakfasts 

When: Each Wednesday starting March 2 through April 13 

               6:30-9:30 AM 
 

Where: Canfield Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 

               123 S. Broad St.  

               (next to the Odd Fellows Lodge on the Green) 

 
            330-533-2246 
   There is no charge, and free-will  
            offerings are accepted  
 
 

 
        
   
 
 
 
 
 
     



 
 

  Please keep in your prayers:  

  the Hernan family on the passing of Daniel (Robert’s brother) on February 21. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

AS YOU CONTINUE YOUR PRAYERS FOR OTHERS 

   
   The following individuals and families do appreciate your continued prayers  
   on their behalf:  
   Debbie Tunison                   David Metzger                     Nancy Minkler 

Jeff Nape                              David Dishong      Milton Gonzales Jr. 

Margaret Clark                    Carol Payne                          Ron Knarr            

Rebecca Gonzales              Dorris  Baringer                    

   Colt Schmidt (Great Grandson of Pat Wiant)                Elijah Moses (Great nephew of Ann Moncrief)          

   Margrit Galano (Mother of Cindy Stackhouse)            Scott Chepke (Received a transplant) 

   Jack Harris (Nephew of Jerry & Dolores Hanna)          J. Edward Baker (Littleton, Colorado)                  

   Rosa and Maria Arcenio (Sisters of Trinidad)                Chelsea Do (Mother of Anita Powell’s 

   Lucille Boles and Ricky Henry (Friends                                piano student) 

       of Sally Payne)                                                                       

        

It is important to remember our service members in your daily prayers. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

  
  

 
Ladies – Join us for gentle Chair Yoga  

on Tuesday and Friday mornings  
9 -10 am 

 
             All are welcome! 

 
 



 

 

Tuesday Night Bible Study on Zoom  
 
Our Bible Study continues on Zoom every Tuesday night at 6:30. 
We are studying I & II Thessalonians. Now is a great time to join 
us if you never have before (although any time is a great time, 
too). No preparation is necessary, although it would be helpful if 
you had a Bible with you. 
 
If you have Zoom on your computer, smartphone or tablet, you 
can enter this IP address: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8254860863 
Or even easier, just let Pastor Ben know your email address and 
he’ll send you a link a few minutes before we start. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UPDATED GUIDELINES FOR IN-PERSON WORSHIP 

       We are so thankful for the opportunity to welcome more and more people back to in-

person worship on Sunday mornings. The covid vaccines have been an answer to prayer 

and have allowed us to accelerate our plan to return to life as normal here at church.  

     That being said, we know the danger is still present for many in our community. If you 

have been fully vaccinated, you are welcome to go without a mask in worship. If you have 

not been vaccinated for any reason, please continue to wear a mask at all times while you 

are in the building for your own safety as well as the safety of others.  

   There are many reasons why people may not be vaccinated at this point. We want to 

assure each person that comes to worship that they will not only be welcomed but will be 

safe, as well. Assuring the safety of everyone is part of our mission as followers of Jesus 

Christ.  

     We will never turn anyone away because of their vaccination status nor will anyone be 

required to prove their vaccination status. We are the church and we trust each other. That 

also means that we will go out of our way to accommodate one another’s needs. 

Whatever your particular situation is, please consider how you can best extend love and 

care to others with faithful integrity. 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8254860863


    

With God all things are possible.  Mathew 19: 26 

 

Check out the thermometer graphic to the right of this page. We received  

a very large donation for replacing the church roof. Hallelujah! We are  

now just $6,000 short of making our $40,000 goal!  

 

God does answer our prayers, and He wants us to continue serving our 

community as we have been since 1847.  

 

Last Sunday, February 20th, our Hymn of Invitation was: “We’ve come  

this far by faith.  Leaning on the Lord. Trusting in His holy word.   

He’s never failed us yet. Oh… can’t turn around.  We’ve come this far  

by faith.”   

 

When we began this capital campaign, I honestly thought it might  

be mission impossible.  Because of Covid our church attendance is  

down, and consequently our giving is down. Thanks be to God our bills  

are paid, and we are beginning to come out of this pandemic and  

literally rebuild. So, my message is that we are not there yet.  We plan  

to get the roof replaced this spring.  Please keep sending your gifts, 

praying, and putting your faith to work by being the hands and feet 

of Jesus. Better yet, come and worship with us on Sunday at 10:30 AM.  

We would love to see you! 

 

Thank you again and again for all who have already shared in their blessings to finance 

this capital project. You can donate by making your check payable to Canfield Christian  

Church with roof in the memo line and placing it in the offering plate at the back of the 

sanctuary, sending it by mail, or on line through Givelify.  

 

    

                                                                              Sincerely, 

 
 
      Jan Pumphrey, 
      Board Chairperson 

 



 

 

ORDER FORM FOR EASTER FLOWERS 
 

  This year we are ordering Easter flowers. Please provide the following information to honor 
or remember the important people who touched and helped shape your life. 
 

   Flower       Color  Quantity Total 

6” tulips Red   7.95   

 Yellow   7.95   

 Pink   7.95   

 Lavender   7.95   

 Orange   7.95   

6” hyacinths Pink   7.95   

 White   7.95   

 Purple   7.95   

6” lilies  10.95   

6” daffodils    7.95   

 
GIVEN BY:  ___________________________________________________________________ 

IN MEMORY OF: 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

IN HONOR OF: 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

So that suppliers can fill orders, we ask you to submit your order as soon as possible before 
March 28.  Please send your check made payable to Canfield Christian Church. Thank you. 
 
May you experience the joy of remembering others with this thoughtful presentation. 
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