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     After a whole year and more of quarantine, we are starting to see the light at the end of the 

tunnel. Covid numbers are declining. Vaccine eligibility is opening soon for all Ohioans 16 and 

older. Our church folks are getting their first and even second doses. While we will still need 

to wear masks and maintain safe distances, it will soon be safe to meet in greater numbers 

for worship. And we can almost taste the good cooking of our fellowship hours and church 

dinners that we’ve been missing.  

     As we have been looking ahead, we have been talking about what we will want to take 

with us into the future from this experience. For example, Zoom has become indispensable 

during this time, not just for those of us trapped at home here in town, but also for allowing us 

to connect with members and friends who live farther away. So, even once we are back to 

“normal,” we will continue to include Zoom in our worship services. 

     So, ask yourselves a question: what do you want to see continue that we have discovered 

in this last year? What lessons have you learned that are still going to be useful as we move 

ahead? What are some of the new things that you think will help us better serve our Lord? 

     Asking ourselves, “What do we want to keep?” is a great question. Yet our outgoing 

Visiting Regional Minister, Thad Allen, has also encouraged us to consider another question 

too: What do we want to get rid of? 

     This is a major process of transition for us. As such, it not only presents us with 

opportunities to try new things, but also allows us to shed some of our old things that just 

aren’t helpful or worthwhile anymore. What might those be? 

     As Thad explained the question, he used an example that many parents understand. He 

said that when his kids were little, whenever their family went anywhere they always had to 

bring so much stuff: strollers, blankets, toys, diapers, snacks, and on and on. But now, his 

children have grown. They still go places together, but they no longer need to bring along all 

that old stuff anymore. His children have matured. They are older, stronger, and more capable 

than when they were just kids. 

     How have we grown and matured as a congregation over this past year? What things 

have we gotten by without, perhaps without even missing them? Are there things that we 

might be better off letting go of, freeing us of extra burdens that don’t really matter anymore? 

     This is a new age for the Church, and that includes us here at Canfield Christian. We have 

a rare opportunity upon us now, an opportunity not only to pick up new skills and tools for  

ministry, but also an opportunity to shed those things that might otherwise hold us back.  

     Through these past, hard months, we have found renewed confidence in the constant 

presence and promises of the Lord. God has not only seen us through this challenge, but has 

brought us to a new place as a church family. I have great excitement for where God will lead 

us next and I hope you do, too. 

 

        --Pastor Ben 

 

 

 
 



    

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday Night Bible Study 

 

We continue our Bible study of Second Corinthians. This is 

the letter above all where Paul explores the meaning of the 

cross in terms of personal suffering – his own, and that of all 

the Messiah’s people.  If in Galatians he is angry, if in 

Philippians he is joyful, in this letter his deep sorrow and the 

raw wounds of his own recent suffering, are very apparent. 

 

It is not too late to join us on Zoom, Tuesdays at 6:30 PM.  

N.T. Wright calls this a Bible study “For Everyone”.  Each week 

we begin with an introduction to the section before reading 

it aloud together.  NO PREPARATION NECESSARY!  Pastor Ben 

facilitates us through a series of questions from the study 

guide, and with Kristin’s help gives us a history lesson as to 

what was going on in Corinth at that time and makes it easier 

to understand the context. This book is full of good things for 

us to ponder and enjoy today. 

 

Contact Pastor Ben if you would like to be put on his 

reminder list so that you can join us this Tuesday.   

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

ELDERS’ SERVING SCHEDULE 
 

  April                                            May 
         4  Sally Ifill                                2  Sally Ifill 

        11 Rodger Shuback                  9   Rodger Shuback 

        18 Jan Pumphrey                     16 Jan Pumphrey 

  25 Diana Secaur                       23 Diana Secaur                       

                                                      30 Sally Ifill 

     

 



 
GUIDELINES FOR ATTENDING SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 

 
While it will be so good to see each other again after so long, we know that there is still a real danger of 

contracting the coronavirus and so we ask that everyone who comes to the church building to observe 

the following guidelines to minimize the risks as much as possible: 
 

     Please wear a mask if at all possible. We will have new cloth masks at the door if you need one.   

            Please take it with you after the service and use it whenever you go out. 
         Please sit in designated pews with only yourself or your family. 
         Please refrain from singing as that has been proven to be an extremely effective way to spread 

                the disease. 
         Please use hand sanitizer. 
         Please minimize conversation before and after worship while indoors. Hopefully the weather  

                will permit visiting outside at a safe distance. 
 

As hard as it will be for us, please refrain from shaking hands, hugging, or other forms of physical 

contact. As much as we love each other and want to show it, the best way right now is to keep a safe 

distance. 

 

Please keep in your prayers: 
  the family off Rev. Errol Dietrich, a former Pastor of the church. He died on February 27. 

   the family of Helen Bush who died on March 3. 
  
      

 

      

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

AS YOU CONTINUE YOUR PRAYERS FOR OTHERS 

   
   The following individuals and families do appreciate your continued prayers on their behalf:  
   Helen Dishong                                     Debbie Tunison                    David Metzger 

Jeff Nape                                David Dishong          Nancy Minkler 

June Barnes                                         Madison Gonzales                 

   Colt Schmidt (Great Grandson of Pat Wiant)          Jack Harris (Nephew of Jerry & Dolores Hanna) 

   Rosa and Maria Arcenio (Sisters of Trinidad)          Scott Chepke (Received a transplant)                                                   

   Margrit Galano (Mother of Cindy Stackhouse)       J. Edward Baker (Littleton, Colorado) 

   Roseann and Bud Lobaugh (Sister and brother-in-law of Anita Powell) 

   Sandra Jeffries, Dedra Theoret, Don Robertson and John and Carol Beales  

          (Friends of Dorris Baringer) 

 

It is important to remember our service members in your daily prayers. 
 

 
 

 



 
    We buried 101-year-old Helen Bush yesterday.  What a remarkable 

woman she was and what a blessing to have known her.  Helen was born 

in 1919 during the Spanish flu pandemic. She was adamant about staying 

in her home, and so COVID did not get her- old age did.  She spent less 

than a day in hospital and while there, asked for a cup of coffee and 

wanted to go home.  I don’t know if she got her cup of coffee, but I do 

know that the Lord took her home.    
      Helen was a woman of faith, a prayer warrior, a gracious sweet lady.  

 She was quiet and unpretentious, encouraging and supportive, and 

grateful for any acts of kindness that came her way.  She had many titles:  

daughter, sister, aunt, wife, mother, grandmother, and friend.  Her greatest challenge was that of being a 

Mother of a special needs child.  She told me she cried for a week after David was born until Eugene asked 

her just how long was she going to cry because it wasn’t going to change anything.  The doctor told her 

David wouldn’t live to be two, then four, then a teenager, . . ..  because David was nurtured and loved he 

thrived and lived into his sixties. 

     Helen was a member of Canfield Christian Church her whole life.  She would tell me that if she 

misbehaved her Mom used to pinch her as she sat in the pew. Helen served her church faithfully. She sang 

in the choir and took care of the music and things for over fifty years.  She was active in Christian Woman’s 

Fellowship, she taught Sunday school and Bible study.  She was a good cook and one time when she was 

the hostess for CWF brought a pumpkin pie and everyone just raved about how good it was and wanted 

the recipe, to which she replied “I just used the one on the Libby’s pumpkin can.”  No matter how old she 

got, Helen never quit serving the Lord.  She sent cards of encouragement, she attended our Lenten 

breakfasts (which was no easy feat getting down the steps), and when the call went out for food for a 

funeral dinner she asked to contribute and made something simple like a plate of deviled eggs. 

     Even though her hearing was not good, Helen attended church every Sunday.  She would ride the stair 

lift elevator up into the sanctuary, and that made others comfortable in doing the same.  Dorothy Rice 

(Ben’s grandma) told me that she liked Helen because they were near in age, and she wasn’t self-conscious 

about using a walker or the chair lift.  Helen, in her quiet way, helped Dorothy feel welcome.   

     

 



 

 Helen asked Anne Moncrief to bring her to worship service on Sundays. We welcomed Anne (even though 

she has her own church) and made her a part of our church family.  How many times have we been asked 

to invite others to church?  Helen lived her faith. 

     Her last official service to the church was serving on the Search Committee to find a new pastor.  At 97, 

she said “yes”.  She did a wonderful job and even hosted meetings at her home. 

     Many years ago, Helen asked Anthony Galizia if he would read Psalm 121 at her funeral.  Tony said he 

would and fulfilled his promise at her service.  It is a short chapter with a powerful familiar message.  

Please take time to read this beautiful passage.   

      Helen is gone now, but not soon forgotten, and I feel certain she was met in heaven with a  

“Well done, good and faithful servant.”                             

 --Submitted by Jan Pumphrey, March 10, 2021 
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