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Touching lives with compassion,
understanding and hope

“The B-I-B-L-E, yes that’s the book for me. I stand alone on the word of God, the B-I-B-L-E!” We know
the song and we know the meaning. The Bible is God’s word to us, a word that extends to every Christian
across all time and locations. It’s our shared language, our common vernacular, our collective standard by
which everything we do, say, and believe must be measured.
But we also know that it’s not always a simple thing to try to figure out what the Bible says about one
thing or another. My mom had a book once that was a giant index of subjects all of which, it claimed, were
talked about in the Bible. Much of it was helpful, like if you wanted to look up what the Bible says about love
or peace. But some of it was just kind of bizarre, like how it could tell you what the Bible says about the
Internet. Really? The Internet? In the Bible? You know what the Bible says about the Internet? Nothing.
Know why? It didn’t exist then. It’s just not there.
Some folks will tell you, just read the Bible like you read everything else. Sounds easy. Sounds reasonable. But there’s a problem. (Actually, there are several problems.) We don’t read “everything else” in the
same way, do we? Just take a newspaper, for example. We don’t read the headlines in the same way as
we read the sports section or the editorials or the classifieds or the advertisements or the comics sections.
Just in that one thing, the newspaper, we have different kinds of things to read.
Likewise, the Bible has different kinds of literature, too. There are poems, narratives, letters, myths,
legends, wisdom and apocalyptic literature. As if that weren’t enough, unlike our newspapers, the Bible was
written in different languages, from different cultures, to different groups of people, over the course of
hundreds of years. When we read our Bibles in modern day English, we have to remember that we are
reading a translation and that, no matter how good it is, it’s not the same as reading it in its original context.
Thankfully, however, we don’t need an advanced Bible degree to read the Bible faithfully. Equally
thankfully, we also don’t need to merely accept everything at its most surface level, especially when it
seems to run contrary to what either the rest of the Bible says or even what our good and faithful hearts are
telling us.
Every one of us, no matter who we are or how much we think we know or don’t know, is free to read the
Bible for ourselves. More than that, we are charged by God to do so! Whenever you worry that something
seems confusing or something doesn’t seem to work with what we know about the faithful life, don’t let it
stand in your way. Allow that discomfort, that itch, to motivate you to think about it, to pray about it.
Allow yourself the freedom to wrestle with what it might mean and even to imagine new possibilities.
Sometimes folks worry about reading the Bible wrong or misunderstanding something. Let me reassure
you: if you are going about it faithfully, if you are searching for meaning instead of trying to impose your own
meaning onto it, if you are bearing in mind all the lessons and the real understanding you already have as a
faithful follower of Jesus Christ, you will never go wrong. You already know how to love. You already know
that you are loved. Ultimately, that is far more important than any intellectual understanding or theological
certainty you might feel you lack. Christ doesn’t call us to have all the right answers, but to follow the faithful
path. And, as I said, you’re doing that already. Keep up the good work and allow God’s word, the B-I-B-L-E,
to help you on your way.

--Pastor Ben

OUR CHURCH REMINDERS

Coffee Fellowship – The host families
for our Sunday morning coffee fellowship provide
an invaluable service.

ELDERS Serving in March:
3
10
17
24

Thank you, Jean Shackelford, for serving as
Hostess in March.

Jan Pumphrey
Rodger Shuback
Sally Ifill
Jan Pumphrey

We wish Irene Lehtonen a very
Happy Birthday –
she will be 100 on March 19!

Celebrating the Love, Joy and Enthusiasm
that shapes Canfield Christian Church

Our next Game Night will be
Friday, April 5, 7-9 pm!

We hope you will enjoy celebrating January and February
Birthdays with us on Sunday, April 14.

Join us for an evening of
games, snacks and fellowship!

BIRTHDAYS:
MARCH:
2 Larry Kimble, Jr.
3 Jerry Hanna
10 Pastor Ben Secaur
11 Kevin Kimble
12 Elijah Moses
14 Michelle (Kevin) Kimble
15 Rev. Walter Coy
18 Sally Ifill
19 Irene Lehtonen
21 Wesley Coy
24 Libby Snyder
28 Kylee Kritz

Thank you for supporting our
children’s efforts to help others
while filling their Wagons of Hope
on Sunday, April 14.

APRIL:
3 Aiden Romine
3 Ziva Samora
4 Bob Little
16 Jennifer Ray
18 Jean Shackelford
19 Bella Kimble
23 Priya Samora
30 Lloyd Schooley

ANNIVERSARY: March 13 -- Larry, Jr. & Kerry Kimble

Your generosity makes a difference
to needy families in our local area.

DISCIPLES’ REGIONAL CHURCH EVENT – Check the bulletin board for more information.
Saturday, March 23 -- Ohio Women’s Ministries Convocation –at Ghent Christian
Church, Akron. Featuring General Minister and President, Rev. Teresa Hord Owens
SAVE THE DATE!
Saturday, May 11, 2019
for a special spring Called Regional Assembly of the Christian Church in Ohio. Our
General Minister and President, Rev. Teresa Hord Owens, will be present and speaking to
us as a Regional Church.
Information about these events and more can be found at
http://www.ccinoh.com/regional-calendar.aspx

July 20-24, 2019 Des Moines, Iowa
John 15: 1-5

Reservations to attend the General Assembly
can be made on www.Disciples.org/ga
or on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/groups/docgeneralassembly

Our sincerest sympathies are extended to Glenn Alcott upon the losses of
both his sister, Marilyn Leymaster on January 3 and his wife, Theresa on
February 8.
Marilyn was retired from Olentangy Local Schools where she taught high
school English.
Glenn and Theresa were married on June 3, 2001. Once married, the
couple “learned to laugh” and Theresa dedicated her life to making Glenn
“happy every day of his life.”
Both will be missed by many in the family and the community.

AS YOU CONTINUE YOUR PRAYERS FOR OTHERS
Please remember those who are in assisted living/nursing homes with your prayers,
phone calls, and visits:
Antonine Village: Barbara Todd
AustinWoods: DeNise Martin
The Inn at Christine Valley: Irene Lehtonen
Shepherd of the Valley: Barbara Hepplewhite
The following individuals and families do appreciate your continued prayers on their behalf:
Helen Bush
Gerri Brown
Helen Dishong
Jeff Nape
Dorothy Rice
David Dishong
Karen Hunt
Martin Crawford
Colt Schmidt (Great Grandson of Pat Wiant)
Doug Lewis (Brother of Joyce Coy)
Roseann Lobaugh (Sister of Anita Powell)
Rosa and Maria Arcenio (Sisters of Trinidad)
Ted Harris (Nephew of Jerry & Dolores Hanna) Rhonda Jones and Perri Graf (Friends of Sally Payne)
Melissa Miskell Tabbara (Friend of Sally Ifill)
Scott Chepke (Received a transplant)
Margrit Galano (Mother of Cindy Stackhouse) Amanda Price (Daughter of Fred & Celeste)
Sandra Jeffries, Lyne Ahalt and John Beales
Jennifer Cox (Daughter of Jim & Carol Swartz)
(Friends of Dorris Baringer)

It is important to remember our service members in your daily prayers.

Wagons of Hope
February 10, 2019

Our Chili
Cookoff on
February 24
warmed
everyone up
with great
food and
fellowship
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6:30-9:30 am
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6:30-9:30 am
Wednesday
Weight
Watchers
8-9 am

AA Meeting
7 pm

Sat

1
Game Night
7-9 pm

2

7

8

9
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Operation
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10 am
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Support
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10 am

22

23
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Wednesday
Weight
Watchers
8-9 am

AA Meeting
7 pm
24
Worship 10:30
am
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of Lent
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Wednesday
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Watchers
8-9 am

AA Meeting
7 pm
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Worship 10:30
am
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Lent

6
Ash
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Lenten
Breakfasts
begin 6:309:30 am

Thu

Wednesday
Weight
Watchers
8-9 am

AA Meeting
7 pm
10
Worship 10:30
am

Wed

Lenten Breakfasts –
On Wednesdays starting on Ash
Wednesday, March 6 through April
17, 6:30-9:30 am. There is no
charge; all free will offerings will
be accepted.

April 2019
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1

Tue
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AA Meeting 7 pm

7
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am

8
MEETINGS:
Worship
Committee, 6 pm
General Board,
7 pm

15

3
Lenten
Breakfast
6:30-9:30 am

Thu

Fri

Sat

4

5
Game Night
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6

11
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Blessing 10 am
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Wednesday
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am
9
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Wednesday
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Watchers 8-9
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AA Meeting 7 pm
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Worship 10:30
am

Wed

16

17
Lenten
Breakfast
6:30-9:30 am

Palm Sunday
Wednesday
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Watchers 8-9
am

Wagons of
Hope
Birthday &
Anniversary
Cake and
Coffee Hour
Easter
Offerings for
the Disciples

AA Meeting 7 pm

21
Worship 10:30
am

22

23

Wednesday
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Watchers 8-9
am

Easter Sunday
Easter
Offerings for
the Disciples
28
Worship 10:30
am

24

AA Meeting 7 pm
29

AA Meeting 7 pm

30

An email from Jeff Nape:
Every night my wife Sue and I pray together. She usually looks ahead to the next day,
asking God to put someone in her path who she can be a witness to, a blessing to, or
somehow help or make a difference in their lives.
Sue is such a great role model of a Godly woman. Read on...
The night before my outpatient surgery, I was thinking about the next day. I asked God if
He could use me in some way at the hospital.
After my surgery, I was slowly waking up, still with my eyes closed. (The lights were very
bright.) I listened to my nurse/technician talking to another staff member. They were
talking about trying to set up a Bible study, I believe at someone's home.
They were chatting and I asked her what her name was. (I'll call her Cindy.) I thanked her
for sharing her name and we began to chat.
We talked about some things and I asked Cindy what she would like Sue and me to pray
about regarding her life. So she told me.
Then Cindy had a surprised look on her face. She said I was recovering from surgery and
she was supposed to be caring for me, (which she was). She said that she was supposed
to be inspiring and encouraging me, but instead, I was inspiring and encouraging her!
God had heard my prayer the night before about Him using me at the hospital. And He
heard someone else's prayer at the hospital for someone to uplift her.

CANFIELD CHRISTIAN CHURCH
123 S. Broad St.
Canfield, Ohio 44406
330-533-2246
Email: canfield.christian.church@zoominternet.net
Website: canfieldchristianchurch.org
Secretary, Joann Detwiler

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
YOUNGSTOWN OH
PERMIT NO. 28

Electronic Service Requested

Canfield Christian Church Disciples of Christ, Canfield
Ohio Touching Lives with Compassion, Understanding and
Hope while Modeling the Love of Christ since 1829

