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     When I was nearing the end of my time in seminary and starting to imagine 

the process of finding a church to serve as pastor, I had many concerns about 

potential subjects that might come up in the interview process. There was one in 

particular that worried me. More than my perspective on the divinity verses the 

humanity of Christ, more than my eschatological take on Judgement Day, more 

than my feeble understanding of successful church budgeting, my concern was 

about the issue of homosexuality and all the related subjects which caused such 

friction in congregations. 

     A mentor of mine joked that if someone asked me what I believe about 

homosexuality, I should answer, “I believe everything that Jesus said about it.” 

That answer sounds good until you realize that Jesus never mentions it 

anywhere in the gospels. 

     That has been my way of dealing with the subject, too, I’m afraid -- just don’t 

talk about it. While I have tried in different ways to slide it in here or there, I have 

never had a frank and open discussion about it with church members at any point 

in my pastoral career. I suppose that’s because, as a straight male, I can afford to 

avoid the subject pretty easily. 

     Another reason I have avoided the subject, though, is because I am simply 

afraid to address it. I don’t want to stir up trouble, not for others and not for 

myself. I don’t like to ruffle people’s feathers even a little bit; I certainly don’t want 

to cause a big argument where people’s feelings could be hurt. 

     And yet, in my absence of action, people have been hurt. While I have shied 

away from direct conversation, prayer and study, while I have been safely 

insulated from the potential rough edges of hard discussion, others have not 

enjoyed such luxury. They have sat in our pews, eaten at our tables, sung our 

hymns in unison with us, and never felt like they could be themselves. They have 

met at the Table of our Lord and have been afraid, not knowing whether or not 

they would be accepted if others knew who they really were. 

     More recently, I have had an important reminder from another wise person 

who encouraged me not to fear. After all, she said, we are Christians and 

Christians love each other through it all. And we are. And we do. We are 

Christians and so everything we do, we do in love for one another, for love of 

Jesus Christ. 
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Can you finish this sentence?  

You might be a Disciple if … 

 

…your airplane seatmate sees your lapel pin and asks you why you're against drinking wine. 

            …you think of Campbell’s soup as Alexander’s lunch. 

 

 

ELDERS’ SERVING SCHEDULE 
                        June     July 
                       6  Rodger Shuback                4  Rodger Shuback 

                       13 Jan Pumphrey   11 Jan Pumphrey 

            20 Diana Secaur   18 Diana Secaur 

            27 Sally Ifill      25 Sally Ifill               
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     So, loving friends, let’s talk about what we believe. Let’s hear each other’s 

concerns. Let’s pray together about our fears and our hopes. Let’s ask together for 

God’s guidance. Let’s turn to Scripture and really dive in. Let’s consult leaders in 

our denomination and others to whom we look for help in discerning the word and 

will of God. 

 

     More than any political or social agenda, more than any personal feelings or 

personal fears, we care about doing what is most faithful in service to and in the 

name of Jesus Christ. The Lord has always provided the help and guidance we 

have sought in the past. I have faith that the same will be true here as with 

everything else. 

 

     May God direct our minds, move our hearts, and empower our bodies to do the 

faithful work of Christ. And may all those whose lives we touch be blessed by our 

faithful action. 

 
           --Pastor Ben 
 



 

 

GETTING TO KNOW OUR NEW REGIONAL MINISTER 

 

The Rev. Allen V. Harris was called to be the Regional Pastor and President of 

the Christian Church in Ohio and began his ministry in April of 2021. He most 

recently served as the Regional Minister for the Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ) Capital Area. Previously Allen served as Senior Pastor of Franklin Circle 

Christian Church in Cleveland, Ohio for 14 years where he helped to transform 

that congregation's ministry within its richly diverse urban neighborhood just west of downtown 

Cleveland. Prior to that he served as Associate Pastor/Transitional Senior Pastor of the Park Avenue 

Christian Church of New York City for a decade, the congregation in which he was ordained into 

ministry in 1991. 

 

Allen has gifts and graces in many areas but is especially experienced in leading congregations and 

individuals through Anti-Racism/Pro-Reconciliation, Open & Affirming, and Accessible Congregational 

processes. He delights in and seeks to grow in transformational leadership for non-profit 

organizations as well as congregations and communities of faith, using social media for mission and 

advocacy, and in mentoring new clergy. In 2021 he will launch a new coaching/mentoring/training 

practice!  

 

From 2000 to 2015 Allen was the Senior Pastor of Franklin Circle Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ) in Cleveland, Ohio. He was called there as a “Redevelopment Pastor” for a three-year term, 

offered as a carefully selected candidate by the Ohio Regional staff specifically to compliment the 

needs of the Near West Side neighborhood, which is racially diverse, politically active, with a growing 

LGBTQ population. His call to the historic, diverse, urban congregation in the spring of 2001 grew out 

of heartfelt hopes of helping the congregation to reclaim a clear sense of its identity and to renew its 

mission to the community.  

 

Within the Ohio Region, Allen has served on the Commission on the Ministry, served as Co-Director 

of Advance Conference along with the Rev. Margot Connor, and as President of the Adult Conference 

of 2011. Allen has served on several non-profit boards, including the Community Advisory Board of 

Lutheran Hospital, Interfaith Partners In Action of Cleveland (Inter Act Cleveland) where he served as 

Board President. He is a proud graduate of the Neighborhood Leadership Institute (Class 17), all in 

Cleveland, Ohio.  

 

Allen and his husband, Rev. Craig Hoffman, remodeled an historic 1880's "folk Victorian" home on 

Cleveland’s Near West Side using environmentally friendly and sustainable techniques and building 

materials. Both are committed to sustainability and creation care lifestyles. Craig serves as the 

Program Assistant for the Global HOPE office in the Wider Church Ministries of the Church of Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 



There will be a brief congregational meeting immediately after worship on the 
last Sunday in June (27th).  We will discuss 2021/2022 budget, September  

picnic (?), and open church positions.  Please plan to attend either in person  
or on Zoom.  There will not be a meal. 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Salute to our Graduates – 

 Bella Kimble is an alumna of Crestview High School and plans to continue to study at YSU. 

 Jennifer Hernan has graduated from Casal Aveda Institute. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday Night Bible Study 
 

It is not too late to join us on Zoom, Tuesdays at 6:30 PM. 

 N.T. Wright calls this a Bible study “For Everyone”. Each week  

we begin with an introduction to the section before reading it  

aloud together. NO PREPARATION NECESSARY!  

Pastor Ben facilitates us through a series of questions from  

the study guide, and with Kristin’s help gives us a history lesson  

as to what was going on in Galatia at that time and makes it  

easier to understand the context. This book is full of good things 

 for us to ponder and enjoy today and is considered to be the 

“Magna Carta” for Christianity. 

 

Church Announcements 



Please keep in your prayers –  

         the family of Leland Knauf who died on May 12. 

       Carol Helmick and Kathy (Jack) Renko and family for the passing of Donna Helmick on May 30. 

 

 
UPDATED GUIDELINES FOR IN-PERSON WORSHIP 

     We are so thankful for the opportunity to welcome more and more people back to in-person 
worship on Sunday mornings. The covid vaccines have been an answer to prayer and have 
allowed us to accelerate our plan to return to life as normal here at church.  

     That being said, we know the danger is still present for many in our community. If you have 
been fully vaccinated, you are welcome to go without a mask in worship. If you have not been 
vaccinated for any reason, please continue to wear a mask at all times while you are in the 
building for your own safety as well as the safety of others.  

     There are many reasons why people may not be vaccinated at this point. We want to assure 
each person that comes to worship that they will not only be welcomed but will be safe, as well. 
Assuring the safety of everyone is part of our mission as followers of Jesus Christ.  

     We will never turn anyone away because of their vaccination status nor will anyone be 
required to prove their vaccination status. We are the church and we trust each other. That also 
means that we will go out of our way to accommodate one another’s needs. Whatever your 
particular situation is, please consider how you can best extend love and care to others with 
faithful integrity.

 

AS YOU CONTINUE YOUR PRAYERS FOR OTHERS 

   
   The following individuals and families do appreciate your continued prayers on their behalf:  
   Helen Dishong                    Debbie Tunison                        David Metzger 

Jeff Nape                             David Dishong          Nancy Minkler 

June Barnes                        Madison Gonzales                   Margaret Clark 

Anthony Galizia 

   Colt Schmidt (Great Grandson of Pat Wiant)          Jack Harris (Nephew of Jerry & Dolores Hanna) 

   Rosa and Maria Arcenio (Sisters of Trinidad)          Scott Chepke (Received a transplant)                                                  

   Margrit Galano (Mother of Cindy Stackhouse)       J. Edward Baker (Littleton, Colorado) 

   Roseann and Bud Lobaugh (Sister and brother-in-law of Anita Powell) 

   Denise Kover (Cousin of Anita Powell) 

   Larry Dillingham (Husband of Anita Powell’s friend Mary) 

   Sandra Jeffries, Dedra Theoret, Don Robertson and John and Carol Beales (Friends of Dorris  

            Baringer) 

It is important to remember our service members in your daily prayers. 
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