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Touching lives with
compassion, understanding
and hope

I don’t have much opportunity to fly in an airplane, so flying down to Florida to meet my family
was pretty exciting. I like the take off when you start zooming down the runway and the moment you
liftoff. I also like the landing as the ground gets closer and closer until you’re finally back on the
runway, hitting the brakes. However, one of the best parts is right in the middle, up above the clouds.
It was a fairly overcast day when I left. While far from gloomy, it certainly wasn’t cheery. But as
the plane broke through the top layer of clouds - BAM! - it was nothing but blue skies and sunshine
over a sea of fluffy, white clouds. What a difference a few thousand feet of elevation can make! And to
think that this bright and amazing view was there the whole time, up above everything else.
It’s easy to look out the window at the gray skies full of clouds and drizzle and pronounce that it
is a dreary day. From our perspective, the whole world seems dark and unwelcoming. Everywhere we
look we see a rather miserable sight. Yet, from a higher perspective, up above the gloomy clouds, the
sun is shining and things are utterly beautiful.
Among other things, faith grants us the gift of greater perspective. Through faith, we can see
beyond the normal limits of the earthly day-to-day into the deeper stretches of the spiritual world
around us. Amid the hurt and pain, underneath the separation and loneliness that can so predominate
our view of the world, faith peels back the surface layers to reveal the deep-rooted connections and
holy surprises that God provides for our care.
For us as people of faith, it’s like a world within a world, a divine image superimposed over a
faded picture on the canvas. Through faith, we see the light of Christ shining through the outlines, the
warmth of love glowing in the background. By faith, we become aware of the power and presence of
the Holy One who is bigger and stronger than anything else we experience in this life, more than any
hurt, more than any fear, more than any loss.
And you know this. You good people of Canfield Christian Church already understand. You
have told me about times in your life, times like those who have suffocated other people, who have
crushed them, defeated them - and yet here you are, alive, in love, at peace, even joyful. And why?
Not because your road has been easier or your load lighter, but because you are not walking
alone. You are not doing all the work by yourself. You know from where your help comes. Your help
comes from the Lord, maker of heaven and earth. He will not let your foot slip nor will he
slumber. The Lord watches over you and will keep you from all harm. The Lord will watch over your
life, over your coming and going both now and forevermore. (Psalm 121)
Thank you for allowing me a chance to be with my family in our time of loss. Together we have
the chance to care for each other, for Kristin’s mother and family. Through your gift of time as well as
several thoughtful messages, I have felt not only your love and care but also that of our Lord working
through you. For your faithfulness and love, I give thanks to God and I also thank you.
--Pastor Ben

OUR CHURCH REMINDERS
Our first Discipleship Class gave us plenty to
think about as we explored our beliefs about the
nature of God. Class members began drafting
their own personal creeds in an effort to better
express for themselves just what they believe.
Along the way we also got into some good Bible
study, denominational identity, and theology.
Thank you, all, for coming. Thanks, too, to Sally
and Jan for the soup and sandwich lunch.
Our next class meeting will follow worship on
Sunday, June 10 where we will examine the
Church. Please consider joining us.
It’s not too late!
Pastor Ben

ELDERS Serving in June:
Date
3
10
17
24

Lead Elder
Sally Ifill
Susan Crawford
Rodger Shuback
Joyce Coy

Table Elder____
Rodger Shuback
Brenda Hernan
Sally Ifill
Jan Pumphrey

Thanks! — Pastor Ben

IMPORTANT NOTE
We will hold our Annual Congregational
Meeting and Dinner on Sunday, June 24.
If you need to submit a report to go into the
Annual Report, please give them to the office
no later than Tuesday, June 12.

Celebrating the Love, Joy and Enthusiasm
that shapes Canfield Christian Church
on June 10 2018
We hope you will enjoy celebrating May and
June Birthdays with us on Sunday, June 10.
BIRTHDAYS:
MAY:
1 Tom Clay
9 Aimee Raymond
11 Michael Richards
15 Andrea Jones
16 Paisley O’Hara
19 Trinidad Galizia
22 Lou Raymond
25 Bradley Hendricks
29 Angela Ireland
29 Jeff Sharp
30 Steve Snyder

JUNE:
1 Teresa Shuback
4 Donna Wiant
6 Jason Samora
6 Phillip Shuback
8 Sally Payne
10 Rodger Shuback
14 Mary Payne
25 Steve Brown
25 Pat Wiant
26 Ashley Sharp
28 Jaime Condori
28 Mary Anne Kimble

Coffee Fellowship – The Host
families for our Sunday morning
coffee fellowship provide an
invaluable service.

ANNIVERSARIES:
MAY:
7 Dylan & Starla Smidt

Thank you Pat Coy, Laurie Sharp and Starla
Smidt for serving as Hostesses in May and
June Barnes and Sally Payne for serving in.

JUNE:
3 Glenn & Terri Alcott
10 Kevin & Michelle Kimble
14 James & Susan Bowman
24 Phillip & Teresa Shuback
27 Jason & Megan Samora

August 26, 1976 –
April 9, 2018

AS YOU CONTINUE YOUR PRAYERS FOR OTHERS
Please remember those who are in assisted living/nursing homes with your prayers,
phone calls, and visits:
AustinWoods: DeNise Martin
Blossom Rehab and Nursing Center: Virginia Knauf
The Inn at Christine Valley: Irene Lehtonen
Shepherd of the Valley: Barbara Hepplewhite
The following individuals and families do appreciate
your continued prayers on their behalf:
Helen Bush
Susan Crawford
Theresa Alcott
David Bush
Martin Crawford
David Dishong
Karen Hunt
Larry Kimble
Jeff Nape
June Barnes
Colt Schmidt (Great Grandson of Pat Wiant)
Roseann Lobaugh (Sister of Anita Powell)
Joseph Novacich (Father of Theresa Murphy
Rosa and Maria Arcenio (Sisters of Trinidad)
Doug Lewis (Brother of Joyce Coy)
Ted Harris (Nephew of Jerry & Dolores Hanna)
Melissa Miskell Tabbara (Friend of Sally Ifill)
Scott Chepke (Received a transplant)
Margrit Galano (Mother of Cindy Stackhouse)
Sandra Jeffries (Friend of Dorris Baringer)
Rhonda Jones (Friend of Sally Payne)
Amanda Price (Daughter of Fred & Celeste)
It is important to remember our service members in your daily prayers.

Baby Dedication of
Braxton Wesley Paul Smidt
Mother’s Day -- May 13, 2018

The children made
Mother’s Day cards

JUNE IS AN IMPORTANT MONTH
FOR CELEBRATIONS!

WE SALUTE OUR GRADUATE
Shantell Payne
She is a graduate of Boardman High
School and the MCCTC
with a degree in Culinary Arts

Fathers should never underestimate the
priceless return they receive – both in this life
and in the life to come – on time they invest in
their children.
– Chris Halverson
To be a good father and mother requires that
the parents defer many of their own needs and
desires in favor of the needs of their children.
As a consequence of this sacrifice,
conscientious parents develop a nobility of
character and learn to put into practice the
selfless truths taught by the Savior Himself.
– James E. Faust
My father gave me the greatest gift anyone could give another person, he believed in me.
– Jim Valvano
A child is not likely to find a father in God unless he finds something of God in his father.
– Austin L. Sorenson
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Hopefully you are enjoying this wonderful summer already.
Maybe you are going on vacation or working on some special project
or just enjoying the long days and warm nights.
Summer vacation is full and fun for our church family, too. Along with our normal worship and
fellowship together, we will celebrate Father's’ Day and hold our annual meeting and dinner
this month. We’ll also get ready to supply free water to runners and spectators for our
community’s Independence Day festivities.
Enjoy the many gifts of summer in your family at home as well as your family at church.
And may God bless each moment with warmth and joy!

WAGONS OF HOPE
Thank you for supporting our children’s efforts to help others
while filling their Wagons of Hope on Sunday, June 10.
Individuals and families who depend on your generosity will benefit through
Operation Blessing and Protestant Family Service.
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