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Touching lives with compassion,
understanding and hope

Samantha loves horses. I mean, lots of kids love horses. I used to say I loved horses when I was a
kid. But, seriously, this girl of mine is head over heels for them. We signed her up for lessons once
a week, but that was insufficient for her voracious appetite. So we added a day each week, then
another on top of that. She’d add more if she could. In fact, since she couldn’t add more lessons,
she asked about volunteering. So, on top of the lessons, she will routinely go out to clean stalls,
feed horses, help younger kids, and pretty much anything else they’ll let her do. We’re lucky that
the farm has a strong volunteer program with several great folks to guide and direct her efforts.
She has been putting in some long, hard working hours out there. It’s good to see her so
enthusiastic and dedicated about something. I’ve always admired people who jump into their work
wholeheartedly, who bring a joy and energy to their task and seem to find the value their part of
the big picture. Certainly it is easier to do that with some jobs more than others, but the
attitude and outlook we bring make a big difference.
The life of faith is also a job we do, in many ways, and just like those other jobs, our attitude
makes a big difference, not just for us, but for those around us, as well. A central part of our faith
calling is to share the good news with others. The word for that is evangelism. Evangelism has a
bad connotation in many people’s minds. It sounds like televangelist, for one. Beyond that,
though, it conjures up images of pushy people at the airport or going door to door trying to
convert you to their particular way of believing. Perhaps it might make you think of “evangelicals,”
those Christians who tend to hold certain social or political beliefs that you might not agree with.
But really, all Christians are called to be “evangelicals.” We are called to share our faith with
others, to tell other people about the Lord we know, love, and worship. But that doesn’t mean we
have to grab our Bibles and stand out on the street corner shouting at everybody.
Everyday, each of us proclaims our faith whenever we interact with people. They witness it in
our lives and hear it in our actions. They find it in our comments and read it on our faces. On the
one hand, that seems to let us off the hook to actually TALK about our faith. Certainly there are
times when we need to give actual voice to our beliefs, to be sure. But even apart from that, this
understanding actually comes with a much higher responsibility.
If we evangelize through our living, through our actions and attitudes, that means we are never
off the clock. We are never not evangelizing. At every moment of everyday we are saying
something about God and our relationship with God. Think about that! Everything we
do,everything we say, every way we look at someone says something about us and, as people of
faith, something about our Lord, whenever we intend it to or not.
So the question is, what are you saying to others about the Lord? Are others hearing about duty,
drudgery, and toil? Or are people hearing the good news of joy, forgiveness, salvation, and love in
the evangelical message of your life? Years ago, a young boy came to our house selling magazine
subscriptions as a fundraiser for his organization. Let’s just say he wasn’t really into it.
His opening line of his sales pitch was, “You don’t want to buy any magazines, do you?” Contrast
that attitude with my girl who is crazy, enthusiastic, and totally in love with horses. Which one are
you like when others see you? May you feel the genuine joy and zealous love for God in each
moment of your life so that others may hear the good news proclaimed to them.
--Pastor Ben

OUR CHURCH REMINDERS

A kindergarten teacher was walking
around observing her classroom of children
while they were drawing pictures. As she got
to one girl who was working diligently, she
asked what the drawing was.
The girl replied, "I'm drawing God."
The teacher paused and said, "But no one
knows what God looks like."
Without looking up from her drawing, the
girl replied, "They will in a minute."

ELDERS Serving in July:
Date
1
8
15
22
29

Lead Elder
Jan Pumphrey
Susan Crawford
Sally Ifill
Rodger Shuback
Walter Coy

Table Elder____
Alan Coy
Brenda Hernan
Rodger Shuback
Jan Pumphrey
Joyce Coy

Coffee Fellowship – The Host families
for our Sunday morning
coffee fellowship provide an
invaluable service.
Thank you, June Barnes and Sally Payne for
serving in June.

Congratulations to
Valerie Ifill and family
on the birth of
Lennox Jordan Ifill on
July 2 in Philadelphia!

Celebrating the Love, Joy and Enthusiasm
that shapes Canfield Christian Church
on August 12 2018
We hope you will enjoy celebrating July and
August Birthdays with us on Sunday, August 12.
BIRTHDAYS:
JULY:
6 Amanda Mavrikis
6 Shirley Metzger
11 Maya Condori
13 Susan Smith
15 Laurie Sharp
15 Owen Jones
16 Starla Smidt
20 Joyce Coy
27 Lynne Fredo
27 Barbara Todd
31 Kristin Secaur

AUGUST:
2 Patti Murphy-Martin
3 Dennis Martin
3 Virginia Hendricks
4 Ashley Shuback
12 Larry Kimble
13 Bob Shackelford
14 Helen Bush
15 Pat Coy
20 Donnie Dishong
22 Susan Crawford
22 Michael Pollock
25 Marlene Biggs
29 Glenn Alcott

ANNIVERSARIES:
JULY:
4 Rick & Samantha Martin
16 Jeff & Mary Payne
24 Rodger & Karen Shuback
25 Lou & Aimee Raymond
27 Ben & Kristin Secaur
AUGUST:
3 Rick & Susan Payton
20 Michael & Angel Pollock

Virginia Knauf
April 13, 1942 June 17, 2018
We are saddened at the loss
of long-time member and
friend, Virginia Knauf on
June 17, yet we join with her
family and so many others in
celebrating her life with us.
She was free-spirited and
fun-loving, a dedicated
mother and devoted wife.
With joy in all she was and
with trust in the promises of
our Lord, we commend her
into God’s loving care.

AS YOU CONTINUE YOUR PRAYERS FOR OTHERS
Please remember those who are in assisted living/nursing homes with your prayers, phone calls,
and visits:
Antonine Village: Barbara Todd
AustinWoods: DeNise Martin
The Inn at Christine Valley: Irene Lehtonen
Shepherd of the Valley: Barbara Hepplewhite
The following individuals and families do appreciate your continued prayers on their behalf:
Helen Bush
Susan Crawford
Theresa Alcott
David Bush
Martin Crawford
David Dishong
Karen Hunt
Larry Kimble
Jeff Nape
June Barnes
Gerri Brown
Colt Schmidt (Great Grandson of Pat Wiant)
Roseann Lobaugh (Sister of Anita Powell)
Joseph Novacich (Father of Theresa Murphy
Rosa and Maria Arcenio (Sisters of Trinidad)
Doug Lewis (Brother of Joyce Coy)
Ted Harris (Nephew of Jerry & Dolores Hanna)
Melissa Miskell Tabbara (Friend of Sally Ifill)
Scott Chepke (Received a transplant)
Margrit Galano (Mother of Cindy Stackhouse)
Sandra Jeffries (Friend of Dorris Baringer)
Rhonda Jones (Friend of Sally Payne)
Amanda Price (Daughter of Fred & Celeste)
Sheri Wiener (Cousin of June Barnes)
It is important to remember our service members in your daily prayers.

OUR CONGREGATIONAL MEETING AND DINNER
SUNDAY, JUNE 24, 2018

Our Fourth of July Celebration
Thank You to everyone who participated
and helped prepare for this fun
community event!
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Sun
1

Mon
2

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

3

4

5

6

7

10

11
Wednesday
Weight
Watchers
8-9 am

12
Operation
Blessing
10 am

13

14

17

18
Wednesday
Weight
Watchers
8-9 am

19
Operation
Blessing
10 am

20
Alzheimer’s
Support
Group
10 am

21

24

25
Wednesday
Weight
Watchers
8-9 am

26

27

28

AA Meeting 7
pm
8
Worship 10:30
am

9
MEETINGS:
Worship
Committee,
6 pm
General Board,
7 pm
AA Meeting
7 pm

15
Worship 10:30
am

16

AA Meeting
7 pm
22
Worship 10:30
am

23

AA Meeting
7 pm
29
Worship 10:30
am

30

AA Meeting
7 pm

31
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