
 
 

 
 

    

  After the events that rocked our nation on January 6th, Republican Representative 

Jaime Herrera Butler from Washington addressed her colleagues in the House. Among 

other things, she talked about fear. She elaborated on the dual nature of fear to both 

embolden us (perhaps even to our detriment) and to keep us complacent. “Fear is our 

enemy. Fear tells us what we want to hear. It incites anger and violence and fire. But it 

also haunts us into silence and inaction.” It was fear that led to the insurrection at the 

Capitol.  

     It was fear that motivated otherwise calm individuals as they were stirred to violent 

action. It was fear that pushed past societal and even physical boundaries and let proud 

Americans cross over into unfamiliar and treacherous territory. Fear can take over our 

sensibilities and drive us into frenzied and uncontrolled rage. 

     Yet at the same time, fear can keep us absolutely still. Fear kept good people from 

speaking out and standing up when others needed them to do so. Fear kept them locked 

into the role of silent spectators and passive observers. Fear kept those with power from 

utilizing their power and so allowed trouble to snowball out of control. 

     Hearing her words reminded me of our discussion from Bible study and something 

Paul addressed in his first letter to the Corinthians. Toward the end of the letter, he 

issues a four-fold challenge to the Church: “Keep alert, stand firm in your faith, be 

courageous, be strong.” (16:13). While those are all simple words to say, actually putting 

them into practice is another thing altogether. 

     In our discussion we recognized that fear is the biggest enemy to such faithful action. 

We might be afraid to confront a person making racist jokes. We might be afraid to tell 

someone about our experience of finding God’s help in a time of crisis. We might be 

afraid to speak up when we see an injustice being done before our very eyes. 

     And yet, we identified another fear, too, a fear that can encourage. We recognized 

that we were also afraid of what might happen if we did not act, did not share our story, 

did not speak out at a key time. Fear can be a tricky thing. While listening to fear might 

motivate us toward faithful action, giving in to it may paralyze us. 

     Have you ever felt trapped by your fears? Maybe you were afraid of saying the wrong 

thing or doing something that will only add to the problem. Maybe you felt you were not 

sufficiently equipped to take on the task. Maybe you were afraid that you weren’t smart 

enough or strong enough or faithful enough to do what needed done. Maybe you were 

afraid of giving into fear and letting it take you too far, leading you to say hurtful things.  
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     Rep. Herrera Butler said something else that reminded me of a scripture passage, 

too. She offered the cure for those feeling trapped by fear. “Truth sets us free from fear,” 

she explained. Or as Jesus himself said it, “You will know the truth and the truth will 

make you free.” (John 8:32). 

     We who are followers of the Lord Jesus, we who call ourselves Disciples of Christ 

know the truth. We know that we and that those others around us and those who were 

afraid of losing their rights and those who cowered in fear for their lives and those who 

spoke words of fear and incited others through their fears — we know that every single 

one of us is loved by the Lord, loved so much that Jesus was willing to be handed over 

and be killed in order that all those others would know just how much they are loved, just 

how much we all are loved. 

     We do know the truth. Now let the truth make us free, free from the trap of fear, free 

to put our faith into action, free to speak out and stand up, free to reach out and to hold 

close, free to say what needs to be said and do what needs to be done. Because the 

truth is that, if we act in faith and not in fear, if we act in love, if we act in the footsteps of 

Christ, no matter what may happen to us, it is not in vain. 

     .“Therefore, my beloved, be steadfast, immovable, always excelling in the work of the 

Lord, because you know that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.” (1 Corinthians 15:56). 

The truth is that success is assured and so we have nothing to fear. 

       

 

                                                                                     --Pastor Ben 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ELDERS’ SERVING SCHEDULE 
 

January                                    February 
3   Diana Secaur        7  Sally Ifill 

10 Sally Ifill                   14 Rodger Shuback 

17 Rodger Shuback      21 Jan Pumphrey 

24 Jan Pumphrey                  28 Diana Secaur 

31 Diana Secaur 

     

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In an email from Ann Moncrief -- 

 

Brenda brought me 6 bags with a variety of items in them for my nephews 

and nieces from Minister Milton. EJ and Isaiah are saying thank you to 

Minister Milton and Ms. Brenda.   

 

      

   

                                        This is Addison and Ellianna Williams 
                                        thanking Minister Milton and Ms. Brenda.   

 
 

 

 

Tuesday Night Bible Study 

 
We are starting 2 Corinthians now so it’s a great time to join us this Tuesday at 6:30pm. We are 
following the study series by N. T. Wright that he calls the “For Everyone” Bible Study Guides. While you 
are welcome to pick up your own copy of the book, there is no need to do so. Each week we begin with 
an introduction to the section before reading it aloud together. NO PREPARATION NECESSARY! Pastor 
Ben leads us through a series of questions from the study guide that helps to engage the text and 
connect it to our lives. 
 
Here’s how Rev. Wright introduces Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians: 
“In the first century, Corinth was a lively seaport in Greece, not far from Athens. People and cultures of 
every sort jostled together, just like so many places in today’s world. The young church there was as 
lively as the place itself, with as many questions and problems -- as much joy and excitement -- as any 
growing church today. Paul’s pastoral sensitivity and deep insight come together to make this letter one 
of his crowning achievements, full of good things for us to ponder and enjoy today.” 
 



 
GUIDELINES FOR ATTENDING SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 

 
While it will be so good to see each other again after so long, we know that there is still a real 

danger of contracting the coronavirus and so we ask that everyone who comes to the church 

building to observe the following guidelines to minimize the risks as much as possible: 
 

Please wear a mask if at all possible. We will have new, cloth masks at the door if you need one. 

Please take it with you after the service and use it whenever you go out. 
 

Please sit in designated pews with only yourself or your family. 
 

Please refrain from singing as that has been proven to be an extremely effective way to spread 

the disease. 
 

    Please use hand sanitizer. 
 

    Please minimize conversation before and after worship while indoors. Hopefully the weather  

    will permit visiting outside at a safe distance. 
 

As hard as it will be for us, please refrain from shaking hands, hugging, or other forms of 

physical contact. As much as we love each other and want to show it, the best way right now is to 

keep a safe distance. 

 

Special Offering, February 2021 

"Let Love Flow" 

 “Nobody hungry, nobody thirsty, shade from the sun, shelter from the wind,  
For the Compassionate One guides them, takes them to the best springs.”  

— Isaiah 49:10 
 

When you give to Week of Compassion, you deploy resources to people in need all around the 
world. Through sustainable development projects, our partners help provide life-giving water 
and other critical resources that help communities reinvent and reimagine what is possible. 
When water comes to a village, people are safer, healthier, and freer to pursue learning and 
growth, and share more than just water. 
Canfield Christian Church will have our special offering for Week of Compassion on Sunday 
February 21st and February 28th. 

The church will resume in person Sunday worship 
 on January 17, 2021. 



 

 Please keep in your prayers: 

 Margaret Wise and Family. Rev. Alonzo Wise, former Pastor of the Church, passed on 

December 7. 
 the family of Marianne Mastropietro. A friend of Brenda Hernan, she passed on 

December 14.  

 the family of Carole Hernan Huzicka, Aunt of Bob (Brenda) Hernan. She passed on 

December 30. 

 the family of Zouhair R. R. Tabbara. A friend of Sally Ifill, he passed on January 1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AS YOU CONTINUE YOUR PRAYERS FOR OTHERS 

   
   The following individuals and families do appreciate your continued prayers on their behalf:  

Helen Bush                                 Helen Dishong                      Debbie Tunison 

Jeff Nape                                David Dishong          David Metzger 

June Barnes                                         Madison Gonzales                

Colt Schmidt (Great Grandson of Pat Wiant)          Jack Harris (Nephew of Jerry & Dolores Hanna) 

   Rosa and Maria Arcenio (Sisters of Trinidad)          Scott Chepke (Received a transplant)                                                   

   Margrit Galano (Mother of Cindy Stackhouse)       J. Edward Baker (Littleton, Colorado) 

   Roseann and Bud Lobaugh (Sister and brother-in-law of Anita Powell) 

   Sandra Jeffries, Dedra Theoret, Don Robertson and John Beales (Friends of Dorris Baringer) 

 

It is important to remember our service members in your daily prayers. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

  
  



 

 

 

 

Our Virtual Christmas Eve 

Candlelight Service 

 

Participants were located in 

Toronto, Minnesota, Colorado, Philadelphia, 

 Kent as well as Canfield, Boardman, Ellsworth. Very sweet service of carols, candles, 

communion and the Christmas story. 

 

 

 

                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Poinsettia Dedication 
Christmas 2020 – December 20 

 

     

(L)  Today we dedicate these poinsettias to the glory of God and how God’s  

    presence is known to us, through us, and from the people who touch our lives. 

(C)  The poinsettias we dedicate today surround us with the beauty of our faith 

and God’s everlasting love. 

(L)  The poinsettia’s simple beauty is woven into the complexity of our lives. The 

poinsettia leaves represent enduring lessons from people who have touched our lives 

with their faith, their compassion, their understanding and the hope guides our lives. 

(C)  Each poinsettia branch supports the enduring strength of pleasant memories 

and honored relationships that give testament to our love and appreciation for 

the people named: 

Honoring: 
 

                     Ada Belle Williams                              From Your Six Children 
 

Geraldine, Ed and Dale Brown         Lynne Fredo and Family 
 

Helen Bush                                             Bob and Marlene Biggs 
 

Helen Bush                                             Steve and Sally Ifill 
 
                                                 

 

 



 

 

                                               
 
                                         In Memory of: 

 
   Arlan Coy              Patty Coy & Daughters 
 
  Edna Clay                                 Patty Coy & Daughters 
 
            William and Muriel Shuback                   Rodger & Karen Shuback 
 
            Amos and Gladys Flick                              Rodger & Karen Shuback 
 
            Patty, Alice, & Larry                                   Rodger & Karen Shuback 
 
            Donell, Margaret, Anthony, &                  Wife , children, &  Grandchildren of  
              John Stock                                                          Donnell Stock 
                     
     
           Ruth Aubel Barr, Mother                             Jan Pumphrey 
 
           Carmen Masgo Caballo (Sister)                Trinidad Galizia 
 
           Millie May Pumphrey, Mother-in-law      Jan Pumphrey 
 
           Carol Schaner     Traci Kritz 
 

Judy Kritz, (Miema)    Kylee Kritz 
 

Robert Helmick and Kent Helmick           Donna Helmick 
 
            My Mom, Dorothy Rice                                  Diana Secaur 
 
            Guy Fredo                                                          Lynne Fredo and Family 
 
            Appel and Ifill Families                                  Steve and Sally Ifill 
 
            Martin and Susan Crawford                         Steve and Sally Ifill 
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