
 
 

    

 

 

     

 

 

     The other day I was grousing at my other job because I thought that we should have 

had a snow day due to the cold weather and we didn’t. I wasn’t the only one 

disappointed at having to come in to drive a bus. Most of us could be heard grumbling at 

least a bit. While everyone is happy to have a day off work, the big concern was for the 

kids who have to walk to school. With temperatures near zero degrees and a windchill 

well below that, the morning walk to school was unpleasant for many students, to say the 

least. According to our district’s policy, we should have canceled schools, and yet, there 

we were. That’s the thing about policies – no matter how good they are on paper, they’re 

only as effective as well as they are implemented. 

     The Bible lays out a lot of policies of a sort, too. On paper, they’re all things that sound 

great and that we say we whole-heartedly endorse: love your neighbor, feed the hungry, 

care for the poor, pray for those who persecute you, welcome the stranger, heal the sick, 

be kind, turn the other cheek, give to those who cannot repay you, forgive someone 

seventy times seven times. Who doesn’t agree with all that? 

     Yet while agreeing with those ideas (those policies) is one thing, putting them into 

practice in our everyday lives is another. That’s where the rubber meets the road, of 

course. That is the practice of faith. Too often the emphasis in the modern church is on 

right belief. I’m not sure where that comes from. I don’t know any place in the Bible that 

does. There are several places in Scripture, however, that talk about the importance of 

DOING the right and faithful things. 

     Growing up in the church, I’ve always known these teachings of the faith, these 

policies for doing what’s right. And yet, so often, I would fail to employ them in my 

interactions in the world. It’s easy to believe, to know the right answer, but what good is 

that if it never gets implemented? 
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Can you finish this sentence? You might be a Disciple if … 

  … your airplane seatmate sees your lapel pin and asks you why you’re against drinking wine. 

 

 

      

  Please keep in your prayers:  

  Anita Powell and her family on the passing of her uncle Alexander Bakich on January 6 at age 100. 

  Milton Gonzales and his family on the passing of his Aunt Adrianne Gonzalez Bosela on January 24. 

 

 

 

ELDERS’ SERVING SCHEDULE 
              February    March 
                       6  Sally Ifill    6  Sally Ifill 

                       13 Rodger Shuback             13 Rodger Shuback  

                       20 Jan Pumphrey                     20 Jan Pumphrey 

             27 Diana Secaur                            27 Diana Secaur 

   

 

                       20 Jan Pumphrey  

             27 Diana Secaur 
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     Last month we turned to Micah 6:8: “What does the Lord require of you but to do 

justice, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God.” I can’t help but notice those 

are all active verbs – do justice, love mercy, walk humbly. No mention of believing the 

right things. No emphasis on ideas. No presence of policy. Just doing. “God has shown 

you, O mortal, what is good.” Now it’s just a matter of doing it. 

 

     May the Lord bless you not with policies and plans, but with action, with movement, 

with faith in motion. May the beliefs you hold come to life in the world around you, 

thriving, growing, and expanding. May each moment find you spiritually sweaty and 

hard at work, yet with a smile across your face because you are filled with the Spirit that 

is never still. Faith in action! 

             --Pastor Ben 

     

 

 

 

      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         



 
 
Last month we lost our newest member, Bob Riehl. While he wasn’t an official 

member for long, Bob was with us for years as a frequent and regular visitor. He 

is remembered as being friendly, always willing to engage in almost any subject 

and quick with a joke. His niece, Julia Gowell, shared her love and memories of   

     her Uncle Bob with friends and loved ones: 

                                    

 

My very cool, incredibly smart and kind uncle passed away unexpectedly the day 

after Christmas. He will be so missed by his family, his sisters, my Aunt Diana and my Mom Elaine, 

and by his community, his friends, his churches (he went to several) and me. He was so special and 

interesting and is the reason my voicemail is always full. A man of deep faith and perpetual curiosity, 

he was always ready for diving into conversation about the meaning of life, human nature, religion, 

Jesus, his kitties, family, a new joke, anything. He was so good keeping up with family and friends and 

always made you feel good talking to him. I’d say he was like sunshine. I spoke with him for a long 

while on Christmas and the last thing he said was, what do you want to ask Uncle Bobbie about the 

Bible today and I said what do you want to tell me… Uncle Bob, thank you for your kindness, 

guidance, humor, intelligence and faith. 

 

One of Bob’s favorite verses from the Bible was Romans 8:28: “And we know that all things 
work together for good to them that love God, to them who are called according to his 
purpose.” 

 

 

AS YOU CONTINUE YOUR PRAYERS FOR OTHERS 

   
   The following individuals and families do appreciate your continued prayers  
   on their behalf:  
   Debbie Tunison                   David Metzger                     Nancy Minkler 

Jeff Nape                              David Dishong      Milton Gonzales Jr. 

Margaret Clark                    Carol Payne                          Ron Knarr            

Rebecca Gonzales              Dorris  Baringer                   Daniel Hernan (Brother of Robert) 

   Colt Schmidt (Great Grandson of Pat Wiant)                Elijah Moses (Great nephew of Ann Moncrief)          

   Margrit Galano (Mother of Cindy Stackhouse)            Scott Chepke (Received a transplant) 

   Jack Harris (Nephew of Jerry & Dolores Hanna)          J. Edward Baker (Littleton, Colorado)                  

   Rosa and Maria Arcenio (Sisters of Trinidad)                Chelsea Do (Mother of Anita Powell’s 

   Lucille Boles and Ricky Henry (Friends                                piano student) 

       of Sally Payne)                                                                       

        

It is important to remember our service members in your daily prayers. 
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Tuesday Night Bible Study on Zoom  
 
Our Bible Study continues on Zoom every Tuesday night at 6:30. We are about to start the book of 
Philemon. Now is a great time to join us if you never have before (although any time is a great time, 
too). No preparation is necessary, although it would be helpful if you had  
a Bible with you. 
 
If you have Zoom on your computer, smartphone or tablet, you can 
enter this IP address: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8254860863 
Or even easier, just let Pastor Ben know your email address and he’ll 
send you a link a few minutes before we start. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

UPDATED GUIDELINES FOR IN-PERSON WORSHIP 

       We are so thankful for the opportunity to welcome more and more people back to in-

person worship on Sunday mornings. The covid vaccines have been an answer to prayer 

and have allowed us to accelerate our plan to return to life as normal here at church.  

     That being said, we know the danger is still present for many in our community. If you 

have been fully vaccinated, you are welcome to go without a mask in worship. If you have 

not been vaccinated for any reason, please continue to wear a mask at all times while you 

are in the building for your own safety as well as the safety of others.  

   There are many reasons why people may not be vaccinated at this point. We want to 

assure each person that comes to worship that they will not only be welcomed but will be 

safe, as well. Assuring the safety of everyone is part of our mission as followers of Jesus 

Christ.  

     We will never turn anyone away because of their vaccination status nor will anyone be 

required to prove their vaccination status. We are the church and we trust each other. That 

also means that we will go out of our way to accommodate one another’s needs. 

Whatever your particular situation is, please consider how you can best extend love and 

care to others with faithful integrity. 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8254860863


 

     This Christmas I received a very unique gift.  It is a beautiful hand painted  

JOY box filled with uplifting Bible verses written for us by Paul.  I was asked  

to go to my JOY box whenever I was feeling discouraged and pull a  

verse out at random and read it.  Today, my verse was “Let us not  

become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a  

harvest if we do not give up.” Galatians 6:9. 

     Someone asked me what brings me joy; and I jokingly answered  

“When someone makes a donation for the church roof project.” But  

truthfully, it does bring me joy and I have been amazed at the response  

we have received from our church family, folks who get our newsletter  

(members or not) that have made a connection with us and the work  

we do for the Lord and have sent us gifts.  We are one third the way to  

our goal of $40,000!   

     For our church this roof project is a massive undertaking.  It is the  

coming together as a community to enable us to replace the roof so  

that our building will be safe and secure. 

     We’ve been kicking around ideas for a fund raiser.  Because of Covid  

19 it makes things more challenging.  We are discussing whether to have  

our Lenten breakfasts.  The donations from that goes strictly for missions.   

 If the case numbers, continue to decline we will make breakfast.  As far  

as the roof goes, we might have a combination yard sale and bake sale –  

outside.  Today it is 3 degrees out, piles of snow, and a predicted freezing  

rain ice storm for the end of the week.  The yard sale won’t be anytime  

soon, however, you can start sorting through your stuff thinking about  

donating to the sale. 

     Thanks be to God for all the donations and pledges we have received 

to date. Please consider making a donation for the roof.  Be sure and designate 

the roof project on your check.  Donations can be made to Canfield Christian  

Church through Givelify on line, through the mail, or in the offering plate 

 at the back of the sanctuary.   

     

                                                                               Sincerely, 

 
 
      Jan Pumphrey, 
      Board Chairperson 
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