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Touching lives with compassion, 

understanding and hope 

 
     We have had quite a snow storm with freezing ice on top of layers of snow. A friend 
of mine said that walking on the snow was like walking on top of a creme brûlée. When 
I take our little dog, Turtle, out for a walk, she’ll take a few steps on top of the icy crust 
before falling through. I’ve noticed that she can take several steps in a row while 
staying up on top of the ice, but once her little paw goes through once, the rest of her 
paws go through again and again. I’m sure there’s a physics lesson in there some-
where about surface tension or weight distribution, but there’s another lesson I’ve 
taken from it, too. 
 
     In my own life, I go through periods where everything seems to be working just  
fine — I get stuff done around the house, I keep up with work in my jobs, I might even 
try a new recipe for the family. But, just like Turtle stepping through the ice, after I’ve 
stumbled in one place in my life, I often end up stumbling in other places, too. Once it 
starts, it just keeps happening. Each step I take is like slogging through deep snow. 
With snow, it takes more effort to walk through it than on top of it. Likewise, when I’ve 
fallen in one part of my life, I find myself spending more energy than usual to do even 
the simplest things and it all gets harder. 
 
     Right now, things are hard for many of us. We’ve been living with this pandemic for 
almost a year. We’ve had a year of isolation, of financial uncertainty, of things not 
working as they are supposed to, of life not happening like we want it to. A year is a 
long time. 
 
     During that time the normal difficulties of life have continued, too — family members 
in the hospital, funerals for dear friends or relatives, changing jobs, or moving, or 
getting ready for a new baby, or trying to juggle school and home and church and 
work. While any of these can be tough in the best of times, having them happen during 
a global pandemic is like falling through the snow. Once one thing falls through, 
everything that comes after falls through, too. We end up trudging through the heavy, 
cold snow, each step a slog just to keep on moving. It’s tiring. It’s daunting. And often, 
even if we do manage to pull ourselves up and warily get back on our way — fwoof! — 
back through the surface we go again, back into the depths. 
 
     Now, when our dog falls through the surface like that, she can get herself out of it 
sometimes. Then it’s easy for her to get on her way, at least for a while, until she falls 
through yet again. Other times, though, she needs a little help. I’ll reach down and 
scoop her up. I’ll carry her for a few steps until we reach a cleared off place or  
somewhere the snow isn’t quite as deep. Once I set her down, she’s off again sniffing 
around like dogs do. 
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     Who does that for you? Who helps you up when you fall? Who reaches out to you 
and carries you, even briefly, to a safer place? 
 
     I was tempted to say that it is God who helps us out when we’re down, that all you 
have to do is ask for God’s hand to reach down and lift you up and then everything will 
be alright. I’m not going to NOT say that, yet at the same time I feel like it would be 
unfaithful to make that the whole point. Certainly, ultimately, it is God who helps us. We 
can, indeed, turn to God for help in times of crisis and need. Absolutely. 100% 
 
     And yet, in times like that, most of us need something more tangible, more local, 
more immediate. We need a real, physical hand. We need a familiar face. We need to 
hear actual words from an actual mouth. Maybe even feel a warm hug from loving 
arms. Do you know what I mean? 
 
     God knows. God knows our need. And so God provides. While it is something 
amazing and cosmic and awe-inspiring to think that we have a connection to the ruler 
of the universe, sometimes it is easier and more helpful to discover that we have a 
real, live, human friend who loves us and wants to help us. Those people are more 
than friends, more than helpers, more than kind-hearted companions. Those people 
are the very hands and bodies of our Lord who loves us, people sent by God into our 
lives to help us. While God is capable of doing anything God wants, in my experience, 
God’s favorite way to help is to send a flesh and blood person into our lives. After all, 
isn’t that what God did with Jesus? 
 
     While you are slogging through the cold depths of this world, be assured that God 
has seen your plight. God has heard your calls for help and God has answered with a 
flesh and blood person, maybe several of them, put there to lift you up again. And 
again. And again.  
 
     Give thanks to God for answering your prayers in such a tangible way. Give thanks 
for each of these people who are more than friends, who are the very hands of God. 
And while you are thanking God for those people in your life, just remember that 
someone is thanking God for the same reason. 
 
     As our Acting Regional Minister, Rev. Thad Allen, and our Regional Elder, Rev. 
Cynthia Klingemier, told me recently, walk lightly and be gentle with yourself. And look 
for those people God has put there to help. 
 
                                                                             --Pastor Ben 



 

    

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday Night Bible Study 

 

We continue our Bible study of Second Corinthians. This is 

the letter above all where Paul explores the meaning of the 

cross in terms of personal suffering – his own, and that of all 

the Messiah’s people.  If in Galatians he is angry, if in 

Philippians he is joyful, in this letter his deep sorrow and the 

raw wounds of his own recent suffering, are very apparent. 

 

It is not too late to join us on Zoom, Tuesdays at 6:30 PM.  

N.T. Wright calls this a Bible study “For Everyone”.  Each week 

we begin with an introduction to the section before reading 

it aloud together.  NO PREPARARION NECESSARY!  Pastor Ben 

facilitates us through a series of questions from the study 

guide, and with Kristin’s help gives us a history lesson as to 

what was going on in Corinth at that time and makes it easier 

to understand the context. This book is full of good things for 

us to ponder and enjoy today. 

 

Contact Pastor Ben if you would like to be put on his 

reminder list so that you can join us this Tuesday.   

 

 
 
 
 

 

ELDERS’ SERVING SCHEDULE 
 

   February                                  March 
         7  Sally Ifill                                1 Sally Ifill 

        14 Rodger Shuback                  8  Rodger Shuback 

        21 Jan Pumphrey                     15 Jan Pumphrey 

  28 Diana Secaur                       22 Diana Secaur 

                                                      29 Sally Ifill 

     

 



 

 
GUIDELINES FOR ATTENDING SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 

 
While it will be so good to see each other again after so long, we know that there is still a real 

danger of contracting the coronavirus and so we ask that everyone who comes to the church 

building to observe the following guidelines to minimize the risks as much as possible: 
 

Please wear a mask if at all possible. We will have new, cloth masks at the door if you need one. 

Please take it with you after the service and use it whenever you go out. 
 

Please sit in designated pews with only yourself or your family. 
 

Please refrain from singing as that has been proven to be an extremely effective way to spread 

the disease. 
 

    Please use hand sanitizer. 

 

    Please minimize conversation before and after worship while indoors. Hopefully the weather  

    will permit visiting outside at a safe distance. 
 

As hard as it will be for us, please refrain from shaking hands, hugging, or other forms of 

physical contact. As much as we love each other and want to show it, the best way right now is to 

keep a safe distance. 

 

 

Special Offering, February 2021 

"Let Love Flow" 

 “Nobody hungry, nobody thirsty, shade from the sun, shelter from the wind,  
For the Compassionate One guides them, takes them to the best springs.”  

— Isaiah 49:10 
 

When you give to Week of Compassion, you deploy resources to people in need all around the 
world. Through sustainable development projects, our partners help provide life-giving water 
and other critical resources that help communities reinvent and reimagine what is possible. 
When water comes to a village, people are safer, healthier, and freer to pursue learning and 
growth, and share more than just water. 
Canfield Christian Church will have our special offering for Week of Compassion on Sunday 
February 21st and February 28th. 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 Please keep in your prayers: 

  the family of Jean Duffett. She passed on February 14, and her husband Cecil died on  

       February 8.  They were the parents of Canfield’s Mayor Richard Duffett.    

   Jackie Burley and Family for the passing of her son Wesley Burley on February 13. 

Jackie is the Director of Protestant Family Service.                    
  
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AS YOU CONTINUE YOUR PRAYERS FOR OTHERS 

   
   The following individuals and families do appreciate your continued prayers on their behalf:  

Helen Bush                                 Helen Dishong                      Debbie Tunison 

Jeff Nape                                David Dishong          David Metzger 

June Barnes                                         Madison Gonzales                Nancy Minkler  

   Colt Schmidt (Great Grandson of Pat Wiant)          Jack Harris (Nephew of Jerry & Dolores Hanna) 

   Rosa and Maria Arcenio (Sisters of Trinidad)          Scott Chepke (Received a transplant)                                                   

   Margrit Galano (Mother of Cindy Stackhouse)       J. Edward Baker (Littleton, Colorado) 

   Roseann and Bud Lobaugh (Sister and brother-in-law of Anita Powell) 

   Sandra Jeffries, Dedra Theoret, Don Robertson and John and Carol Beales  

          (Friends of Dorris Baringer) 

 

It is important to remember our service members in your daily prayers. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

  
  



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ORDER FORM FOR EASTER FLOWERS 
 

  This year we are ordering Easter flowers. Please provide the following information to 
honor or remember the important people who touched and helped shape your life. 
 

4” assorted bulb pot  4.50 Quantity Total 

6” tulips Red 6.50   

 Yellow 6.50   

 Pink 6.50   

 Lavender 6.50   

6” hyacinths Pink 6.50   

 White 6.50   

 Purple 6.50   

6” lilies  8.25   

6” daffodils  6.50   

 
GIVEN BY:  

___________________________________________________________________ 

IN MEMORY OF: 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

IN HONOR OF: 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

So that suppliers can fill orders, we ask you to submit your order as soon as possible 
before March 15.  Please send your check made payable to Canfield Christian Church. 
Thank you. 
 
May you experience the joy of remembering others with this thoughtful presentation. 
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