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Touching lives with compassion,
understanding and hope

There is no other time of year so rich in traditions and special, seasonal elements than
Christmas. Special foods, special music, special decorations, and all kind of special events and
activities help make this “the most wonderful time of the year,” as the song says it. And, indeed,
everywhere you look, our entire world has converted from the normal look and ways of operating
to a holiday wonderland.
Every year, I try to do all the things that are important to my family from years past, but I also try to
add something new that will also become a “tradition” as early as next year. It seems with our kids that, once
we’ve done something even just one year, next year they insist on it again claiming, “But we do it EVERY year!”
The obvious problem with this approach is that our list of things we absolutely *must* do gets longer
and longer, and so more and more difficult to manage. While I am trying to blame the girls for that, a lot of it
comes from myself, of course. I am the one driven to provide my family with the *perfect* Christmas. I am the
one who wants our house to look and smell and feel like I imagine Martha Stewart’s house does. I am the one
who wants our friends to drop by and be welcomed with hot cocoa or mulled cider, a variety of cookies all
tastefully arranged on a plate, and a crackling fire in the fireplace.
Sure, a reasonable person might point out that we can’t have a hot drink ready to pour at all hours of
the day. Someone might also suggest that, if we did have a plateful of cookies sitting around, I would probably
eat most of them myself. A logical stick-in-the-mud might mention the fact that we don’t even have a fireplace
at our house. But none of that seems to matter to my unreasonable imagination which tells me that I simply
HAVE to make this the perfect Christmas for my family.
So while all that powerful desire to do the unreasonable is still a force for me to contend with, I am
managing to keep it in check this year, more or less. Instead of trying, as I have in years past, to make all the
things happen no matter what, I am focusing on recognizing the very best parts of what is already happening
in our family time together this year.
While Martha Stewart isn’t going to do a photoshoot of our living room or write up any of our special
holiday recipes in her next book, we do have a pretty tree and some lights in the window that make the house
feel special. We’ve also been enjoying good food together around the table and some quiet (screen-free) time
in the living room together for homework or reading.
The blessing that I’ve felt already so far this season is to find the best parts of Christmas pouring into
all the cracks and crevices of our otherwise normal life together. We don’t have everything, but we are
enjoying all the special things we do have. Ultimately, it is better to only do a portion of my Christmas wish-list
happily than to try to do it all in some frantic, unsatisfied way.
In the end, this season is about the gift of Jesus to the world and the faith that is possible for us
because of him. That faith teaches many things, but holiday perfectionism isn’t one of them. Instead, it
teaches the value of things like hope, peace, joy, and love. Those are gifts we can enjoy fully no matter what
else is going on this Christmas.
May these best gifts from Christ our Lord be yours this season. May your cookies and songs,
decorations and get togethers be filled to overflowing with all the real blessings of Christmas.
--Pastor Ben

OUR CHURCH REMINDERS
Coffee Fellowship – The host families
for our Sunday morning coffee fellowship provide an invaluable service.
Thank you, Mary Anne and Holly Kimble, for
serving as Hostesses in December.

ELDERS Serving in December:
Date
2
9
16
23
30

Lead Elder
Rodger Shuback
Joyce Coy
Jan Pumphrey
Sally Ifill
Jan Pumphrey

Table Elder
Alan Coy
Brenda Hernan
Sally Ifill
Rodger Shuback
Brenda Hernan

Looking forward to Christmas –
 Thank you for all your generous donations to our Tree of Warmth.
 Our Christmas Dinner will be on Sunday, December 16 after worship service. Meat will
be provided; each family is asked to bring a side dish or dessert to complement the meal.
 Please join us for our Candlelight Service at 6 pm on Christmas Eve. You are invited to bring a nonperishable food item wrapped in a white bag to include with our White Gifts. These items will assist needy
families in our local area through Operation Blessing. Thank you for your generosity!

Celebrating the Love, Joy and Enthusiasm that shapes Canfield Christian Church
We hope you will enjoy celebrating November and December Birthdays
with us on Sunday, December 9.

NOVEMBER:
3 Martin Crawford
3 Adalyn Jones
9 James Bowman
15 Hannah Payton
16 Peg Wurster
17 Samantha Secaur
17 Victor Arcenio

18 Susan Galchick
21 Elizabeth Ifill
22 Colt Schmidt
25 Brock Kimble
27 Jan Pumphrey
28 Daniel Richards
30 Kerry Kimble

NOVEMBER:
9 Wesley & Cheryl Coy
10 James & Sue Ann Russell
15 Anthony & Trinidad Galizia

BIRTHDAYS:
DECEMBER:
1 Mary Niddel
3 Ken Martin
3 Dolores Hanna
5 Donna Helmick
9 Carol Dahlgren

14 Carol Helmick
22 Dylan Heldreth
23 Karen Shuback
26 Geraldine Brown
29 Anthony Galizia

ANNIVERSARIES:
DECEMBER:
7 Carl & Carol Dahlgren
29 James & Sue Galchick
29 David & Shirley Metzger

WAGONS OF HOPE
Thank you for supporting our children’s efforts to help others
while filling their Wagons of Hope on Sunday, December 9.
Your generosity makes a difference to needy families in our local area. Thank you!

Susan Crawford
August 22, 1950-- November 15, 2018
The family of Canfield Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) welcomed so many people together to mourn the passing
and celebrate the life of Sue Crawford on November 24. There was
standing room only as friends and loved ones from many different
parts of Sue’s life gathered, from former students and fellow
teachers to life-long friends and extended family members as well as
all of us here at church who loved Sue so deeply. In her time on
earth, she touched everyone she met with her consistent blend
of sincerity, joy and deep desire for justice for others regardless
of herself. Sue demonstrated a faithfulness to the path of Christ
that few manage and that all can admire. Her church, her family
and all the world have been blessed by her time here. We will
continue to honor her whenever we act in her example. All of
our love, sympathy and support are extended to her husband Martin;
her sister, Lisa; and her mother, Irene.

AS YOU CONTINUE YOUR PRAYERS FOR OTHERS
Please remember those who are in assisted living/nursing homes with your prayers,
phone calls, and visits:
Antonine Village: Barbara Todd
AustinWoods: DeNise Martin
The Inn at Christine Valley: Irene Lehtonen
Shepherd of the Valley: Barbara Hepplewhite
The following individuals and families do appreciate your continued prayers on their behalf:
Helen Bush
Theresa Alcott
Gerri Brown
Helen Dishong
Martin Crawford
David Dishong
Jeff Nape
Dorothy Rice
Karen Hunt
Larry Kimble
Colt Schmidt (Great Grandson of Pat Wiant)
Doug Lewis (Brother of Joyce Coy)
Roseann Lobaugh (Sister of Anita Powell)
Rosa and Maria Arcenio (Sisters of Trinidad)
Ted Harris (Nephew of Jerry & Dolores Hanna) Rhonda Jones and Perri Graf (Friends of Sally Payne)
Melissa Miskell Tabbara (Friend of Sally Ifill)
Scott Chepke (Received a transplant)
Margrit Galano (Mother of Cindy Stackhouse) Sheri Wiener (Cousin of June Barnes)
Amanda Price (Daughter of Fred & Celeste)
Sandra Jeffries, Lyne Ahalt and John Beales
Jennifer Cox (Daughter of Jim & Carol Swartz)
(Friends of Dorris Baringer)
It is important to remember our service members in your daily prayers.

December 2018

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

2
Worship 10:30
am
First Sunday of
Advent

3
AA Meeting
7 pm

4

5
Wednesday
Weight
Watchers
8-9 am

6

7

8

9
Worship 10:30
am
Second Sunday
of Advent

10
AA Meeting
7 pm

11

12
Wednesday
Weight
Watchers
8-9 am

13
Operation
Blessing
10 am

14
Alzheimer’s
Support
Group
10 am

15

17

18

19
Wednesday
Weight
Watchers
8-9 am

20
Operation
Blessing
10 am

21

22

25

26

27

28

29

Wagons of
Hope
Birthday &
Anniversary
Coffee Hour
16
Worship 10:30
am
Third Sunday of
Advent
Christmas
Dinner

AA Meeting
7 pm

Christmas
Offering for the
Disciples

23
Worship 10:30
am

24
Candlelight
Service, 6 pm

Fourth Sunday
of Advent

White Gifts

Christmas
Offering for the
Disciples
_____________
30
Worship 10:30
am

_____________
31

January 2019

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6
Worship 10:30
am

7
AA Meeting
7 pm

8

9
Wednesday
Weight
Watchers
8-9 am

10
Operation
Blessing
10 am

11

12

13
Worship 10:30
am

14
Meetings:
Worship
Committee, 6
pm
General Board,
7 pm

15

16
Wednesday
Weight
Watchers
8-9 am

17
Operation
Blessing
10 am

18
Alzheimer’s
Support
Group
10 am

19

22

23
Wednesday
Weight
Watchers
8-9 am

24
Operation
Blessing
10 am

25

26

29

30

31

AA Meeting
7 pm
20
Worship 10:30
am

21

AA Meeting
7 pm

27
Worship 10:30
am

28

Souper Sunday
AA Meeting
7 pm
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