
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Quarantine, 
 
 

How are you doing? How are you holding up? How are you 

managing? ARE you managing? This whole quarantine/virus event has 

already been so daunting for people and we still only seem to be at the 

beginning of it. While some have looked at it as a chance to sit around on 

our couches doing nothing but binge-watching our favorite shows, this can 

be a seriously stressful and challenging situation. There are still 

responsibilities to manage, people to feed and care for, work that needs to 

be done, and bills that need to be paid. And how can we make any kind of 

plan when so much is still unfolding everyday with new limitations and 

restrictions? How can we prepare when we don’t even know how long this 

will last or how it will all end? 

  

When I was a kid, it took me a long time to learn to swim. I was in 

high school before I felt comfortable swimming under water. Even then, I 

had a hard time getting from one side of the pool to the other without 

stopping to come up for air. But that’s what I had to do in order to pass the 

swimming test. I tried and tried, but I just couldn’t seem to hold my breath 

long enough. I could hold it plenty long if I wasn’t in the pool. We timed it. 

But every time I was in the water actually trying to do it, it was no good. 

 

Then one day, a friend offered to let me use her goggles. It didn’t 

make any real sense, of course — what would goggles do to help me hold 

my breath longer? — but I was desperate. With the goggles I could see 

underwater for the first time. I could stay on course and, more 

importantly, I knew how much longer I had to go, how much longer I had to 

hold my breath.  

 

With the goggles on, I got it on the first try. What I hadn’t been able to 

do in weeks and weeks, I could now do effortlessly, thanks to being able to 

see the end. 

 



We still cannot see the end to our current situation. We don’t know if 

normal life will return in a matter of weeks or if it’ll be months. Not knowing, 

not being able to see the ending to all this can keep us from succeeding 

right now, today. If we can’t see the end, if we don’t know when this will be 

over, it can feel like it might not ever end. There’s no way we could hold up 

like this forever. 

 

And in the meantime, what will happen with all of our responsibilities? 

What will happen with our jobs or our families? What about our friends? 

What about the businesses we’ve come to rely on? Will they survive this 

pandemic? Can they endure? Can they outlast the virus? 

 

While the Governor DeWine and others like Dr. Amy Acton will keep 

us informed of what we need to do to contain the spread of the Coronavirus 

(stay at home, wash our hands, practice social distancing), we know that 

we have another job, too. In this, as in all things, we rely on the Lord to see 

us through. 

 

And while we do not know how long this will last, while we don’t know 

when this will end, we do know how it will end. Again, as in all things, God 

will win. While God never does bad things — NEVER — we believe in the 

power of God to work through all things, to transform all things, to make 

good happen in the midst of all things. We know that God will outlast this 

event and that we will, too. Because God wins, we win, too. 

 

A minister friend shared a conversation he had with his son. He said, 

“It’s really sad that all the churches are closed right now.” But his son 

corrected him. “The buildings are closed right now, but wherever two or 

three are gathered together in Jesus’ name, there is still church.” 

We cannot get together like we want to right now and we don’t know how 

long it will be until we can again. But we are still the Church. We are still a 

family in faith. We are still alive and well and so we are still called to the 

faithful work of Jesus Christ. 

 



The governor has called for groups no larger than ten people. Dr. 

Acton has warned us of the dangers of transmitting the virus to each other 

through any physical contact. Yet despite these hindrances, we can still 

connect with one another. 

 

I call on you to use whatever tools you have at your disposal to reach 

out and connect with our church family. Make phone calls. Send emails. 

Text frequently. Use social media. Let people know you’re thinking about 

them. 

 

But we know we can do more, too. We can pray. We can pray for 

those in need on our prayer list, people who are sick or recovering or going 

through a difficult time besides anything virus-related. We can pray for the 

people we miss, people who uplift us with a smile or hug, people who 

provide a welcome table of food for us at church, people who lead us in the 

name and example of Jesus. We can pray for people we don’t know as well 

as we’d like to, folks whose names we can’t ever seem to remember on our 

own, people who are new to our community. We can pray for those others 

in the world whom we know are struggling, people at risk of losing their 

jobs, the homes, their piece of mind. 

 

“Pray without ceasing,” Paul writes. “Give thanks in all 

circumstances.” We have a lot working against right now, a lot of 

uncertainty, and we cannot see the end. But we have God working through 

us, working through all of this, and we believe what we have been told, that 

in the end, God wins. God always wins. And as people of God, we will win, 

too. 

 

In Christ’s Love, 

Pastor Ben 

 

 

PS —Please pass this message along to others. Look for ways to share 

these or other words of hope and encouragement. Show your love and 

care as generously as possible, as creatively as necessary, as powerfully 



as a messenger of the Lord God. Because that’s who you are. That’s who 

we all are. Keep the faith. Persevere. And trust in God to win. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT FROM OUR BOARD CHAIR: We will not be having 

church services until Gov. Mike DeWine says it is safe. We need to pray 

that by doing our part we slow the spread of the virus. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER THOSE WHO ARE IN ASSISTED LIVING/NURSING HOMES 
WITH YOUR PRAYERS, PHONE CALLS AND VISITS:  
AustinWoods: DeNise Martin 
Brookdale:   Barbara Hepplewhite 
The Inn at Christine Valley: Irene Lehtonen 
 
THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE DO APPRECIATE YOUR CONTINUED PRAYERS ON 
THEIR BEHALF: Walter Coy, Helen Bush; Wesley Coy; Colt Schmidt (Great Grandson 
of  Pat Wiant); June Barnes; David Metzger; David Dishong; Helen Dishong; 
Roseann and Bud Lobaugh (Sister and brother-in-law of Anita Powell);  Marcellene 
Hawk Mayhall (Friend of Anita Powell); Jack Harris (Nephew of Jerry & Dolores Hanna); 
Rosa and Maria Arcenio (Sisters of Trinidad); Scott Chepke (Received a transplant); 
Margrit Galano (Mother of Cindy Stackhouse);  J. Edward Baker (Littleton, Colorado); 
Jennifer Cox (Daughter of Jim  Swartz);  Robby Cox (Son of Jennifer and Rob Cox); 
Debbie Tunison; Joseph Novacich (Father of Theresa Murphy); Sandra Jeffries, Dedra 
Theoret and John Beales (Friends of Dorris Baringer). 
 
It is important to remember our service members in your daily prayers. 

 
 


