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Folks have said that this Coronavirus situation is unlike anything 
we’ve ever experienced before, and that’s true, I suppose. Yet I find 
myself remembering a time when I lived in Kentucky. The entire state 
was hit with a huge ice storm. It took down trees on every road. Those 
trees wiped out the power lines leaving almost everyone without 
electricity. Stores were
closed. People had to clear out their refrigerators and freezers. Most 
people were without heat. There was no internet, of course. Cell 
phones couldn’t be charged. When it got dark, most people just went 
to bed until the morning light. Most folks couldn’t work. The schools 
were closed. It was like the whole world got put on pause. Now, it 
wasn’t the whole world, of course — just Kentucky. But for people 
living there, it might as well have been the whole world.

Yet while it was quite an ordeal and some folks were hit really 
hard, a lot of good stuff started happening right away. Neighbors 
checked on each other. Friends who still had some way to heat their 
homes invited people over to stay with them. People used barbeque 
grills to cook up all the meat they had in the freezer — and then shared
it liberally with anyone they could since there was more than they 
could eat themselves. People got away from their screens and devices 
and actually talked. Neighborhoods and fields were noisy with the 
sounds of children playing together. It was amazing.

Even after power was restored to most places after a couple of 
weeks, there were lasting effects. People had made new connections in
their communities. They had remembered how much they liked some 
of the simpler things like cooking real food, reading a book, taking a 
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walk, and getting together with friends. I heard more then a few people
say they actually kind of missed that time during the ice storm for all 
of those reasons.

There is a lot about our current situation that is very different 
from that Kentucky ice storm. We are being told not to get together 
with our neighbors and friends, at least not physically. For good or bad,
we still have smart phones and Netflix and the internet. Instead of this 
being all over and done within a couple of weeks, we are being told to 
expect something more like two or three months, if not more. And 
while the ice storm felt like it affected the whole world, this 
Coronavirus actually IS affecting the whole world.

In so many ways, this situation is much bigger than anything else 
we’ve experienced. It makes me wonder, then, what the long-term 
effects are going to be. This is way, way bigger, affecting virtually the 
whole world's population, and it's going to last way longer. Does that 
mean the good stuff will be likewise multiplied or will the sheer 
enormity end up folding over on itself producing something ugly and 
evil or at least cold and mean and selfish?

I suppose a lot of that is up to us, not just you and me, but all of 
us. What will we make of this situation? How will we conduct ourselves 
through this ordeal? What will characterize our experience of the 
Coronavirus quarantine?

People say, “When the going gets tough, the tough get going.” 
There’s truth to that, for sure. And the going is definitely getting tough,
especially for some folks. Perhaps more helpful for us is what Paul 
wrote:

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not 



quench the Spirit. Do not despise the words of prophets, but test 
everything; hold fast to what is good; abstain from every form of evil.” 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 (NRSV)

Ultimately it doesn’t matter what is happening in the world 
around us. Our call is the same. While so much in our daily lives is 
different from what is normal, WE are still the same. We are children of
God. We are disciples of Jesus Christ. We are united as a church in the 
Holy Spirit. And while the world is turned upside down, we still know 
that right is right and wrong is wrong. We still know that God is right 
here in the midst of this situation, still uplifting those in need, still 
loving each and all, still working in all kinds of ways, not the least of 
which is through people like us, people who are open to the Lord’s help
and call.

May you find a clear assurance of the Lord God working in your 
life still with all of this turmoil. May it bring you peace and comfort, but 
may it also bring you a vision of new work to be done and new ways to 
do it. May you make use of the resources you still have despite what 
you are missing. May you pray without ceasing and still find plenty of 
reason to give thanks, whatever the circumstances. For this is the will 
of God in Christ Jesus for you.

--Pastor Ben

 


