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Touching lives with
compassion, understanding
and hope

Recently I’ve seen a commercial for Alienware computers talking about how great their
hardware is for playing video games. While digital monsters battle and cars race around the
screens, the announcer promises that their machines “make every experience more intense and
real.” Now, I understand what they’re trying to say about their product, but whenever I see that
commercial I wonder if they recognize the irony of going to a computer game looking for an
“intense” and “real” experience.
While technology is getting better and better at creating virtual reality, it doesn’t seem to get any
better at fulfilling our need for actual reality. While the internet can connect us to people across
the globe, it also seeps into the places that had once been reserved for actual human connection.
With a smartphone I can access all the world’s knowledge with the touch of a finger, but I might
not know how my kids are feeling today unless we put our devices away
and actually talk.
We all have a basic human need for connecting to things that are real, a need that seems to have
only increased with the growth of the virtual experiences in our lives. While escaping into a
game or book or movie can entertain us for a while, we hunger for things of substance and
meaning that fantasy worlds can’t provide. Real experiences with real people in the real world that is what feeds and sustains us.
That’s one of the many things that can be found in a healthy, thriving church. When we
come together in a community, especially a faith community, we have a chance to see, hear, and
touch real people with real stories to share, real experiences filled with real meaning. Instead of
just a whiff or hint of something meaningful, we get a whole bowl of it here gathered together
with others.
That’s one of the many reasons I am so glad to have found this church here. At once, it
felt very real, genuine, and meaningful. You, all of you whom I have met and am eager to know
better, have shown real emotions and have shared your real selves with me and my family and for
that I am grateful.
When I first read about this congregation from the profile I received, it seemed like a
friendly place where people cared about each other and let their differences provide strength
instead of division. As I met with the search committee and then later with many more of you,
I found that everything I had read and suspected was true. It doesn’t happen all the time, but in
this case, what you see is what you get.
Thank you for making me and my family feel so welcome. Thank you for being every bit as good
and exciting in real life as you are on paper. I am excited to continue to find new ways for all of
us to connect in the “intense and real” ways of Christ and to share His intensity and reality with
others.
-- Pastor Ben

OUR CHURCH REMINDERS
I am very eager to meet with folks from our congregation to get to know each of you better.
Here are two things you can do to help me with that: First, be prepared for me to ask to visit sometime.
Likely I will ask you sooner or later if I can come for a visit or meet with you at the church. So say
yes! Second, I am very open to accepting invitations, so please consider asking me over at a time that
is convenient for you. I have most weekdays open between my school bus runs from 10:00 am until
about 1:00 pm when I will have to return to Kent.
I also have most evenings open and can come out any time after 5:00 pm, as well. Additionally,
I will be in the church office every Tuesday from 10:00-1:00. Please feel free to drop by if you are
available then. My cell phone number is: 234-804-9802.
Thanks for your help! -- Pastor Ben

ELDERS Serving in February:
Date Lead Elder
4
Susan Crawford

Table Elder____
Sally Ifill

11

Sally Ifill

Rodger Shuback

18

Joyce Coy

Jan Pumphrey

25

Rodger Shuback

Brenda Hernan

25
Coffee Fellowship – The
Host families for our
Sunday morning coffee
fellowship provide an invaluable service.
Thank you, Sally Payne, for serving as
Hostess during January.
Thank you, Trinidad Galizia and Mary Anne
Kimble, for serving as our Hostesses during
February.

Celebrating the Love, Joy and Enthusiasm
that shapes Canfield Christian Church
11 February 2018
We hope you will enjoy celebrating January and
February Birthdays with us on Sunday, 11 February.
JANUARY:
1 Cassandra Arcenio
3 Janeth Condori
6 Angel Pollock
10 Sue Ann Russell
11 Emma Payton
11 Ian Michael Johnson
13 Justin Fredo
27 Carl Dahlgren

FEBRUARY:
1 Ricardo Condori
1 Brenda Hernan
3 Dawn Fredo
6 Gary Hendricks
7 Susan Payton
8 Karen Hunt
17 Timothy Wiant
19 Bud Richards
21 Alan Coy

Thank You For The Privilege Of Serving Together

Wow! What a privilege it’s been to serve with you on your journey of faith and renewal.
We navigated our journey by knowing that God was preparing us for a new leader. A leader
whose faith and dedication would help shape an enthusiastic future for the people serving
together as Canfield Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).
God heard your prayers and He responded! As He always does: God responded in His own
way and at the appropriate time. He prepared you for change and presented a compassionate
candidate for mutual service as your Settled Minister. I am thrilled that you heard God’s call and
will continue your journey of faith with The Rev. Ben Secaur.
As you serve together with Ben, please continue praying for God’s guidance and listen for
His responses to your prayers. Remember, God’s responses always call you to individual
responsibility. Ben is dedicated to serving with the best that is in him; and he presents
tremendous leadership abilities; but he Cannot And Should Not be expected to Do It All – You
called Ben to serve with you and help you bring out the best that is Canfield Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ). After all, by working with Ben, you will also bring out the best that is in him.
You all have blessed me in more ways than you probably know. You will remain in my
morning prayers and I am confident you will grow in your faith as you appreciate and serve with
the one God called to lead you: The Rev. Ben Secaur.
Thank you for allowing me to be part of your lives and for touching my life. As Bella
Kimble, one of our young adults, so accurately stated: you are “An Amazing Church.”
Ed Allen

PS: Thank you for your calls, cards and prayers after
I broke my hip. Some of us just don’t bounce too well
on icy asphalt.

AS YOU CONTINUE YOUR PRAYERS FOR OTHERS
Please remember those who are in assisted living/nursing homes with your prayers, phone calls,
and visits:
AustinWoods: DeNise Martin, Betty Baird
Blossom Rehab and Nursing Center: Virginia Knauf
The Inn at Christine Valley: Irene Lehtonen
Shepherd of the Valley: Barbara Hepplewhite
The following individuals and families do appreciate your continued prayers on their behalf:
Richard Seaman
Theresa Alcott
Helen Bush
Virginia Knauf
Martin Crawford
Larry Kimble
Bob Shackelford
Colt Schmidt (Great Grandson of Pat Wiant)
Melissa Miskell Tabbara (Friend of Sally Ifill)
Joseph Novacich (Father of Theresa Murphy)
Ted Harris (Nephew of Jerry & Dolores Hanna)
Roseann Lobaugh (Sister of Anita Powell)
Rhonda Jones and David Beach (Friends of
Sally Payne)

David Bush
David Dishong
Susan Crawford

Doug Lewis (Brother of Joyce Coy)
Margrit Galano (Mother of Cindy Stackhouse)
Scott Chepke (Recently received a transplant)
Sandra Jeffries (Friend of Dorris Baringer)
Rosa and Maria Arcenio (Sisters of Trinidad)

It is important to remember our service members in your daily prayers.

Meet and Greet
Souper Sunday
January 14, 2018

to our new Settled Pastor
Ben Secaur!

To celebrate Jesus’ Resurrection, you are invited to recognize or commemorate loved
ones by ordering Easter flowers. They will help decorate our church and your homes.
Please return this order form with payment made to the order of Canfield Christian
Church by Thursday, March 1. Thank you!

ORDER FORM FOR EASTER FLOWERS
To place your order, please indicate your choice(s) below:
FLOWER

HOW
MANY

COLOR

6” lilies, one stem

PRICE
$8.00

6” tulips

Yellow

$8.00

6” tulips

Pink

$8.00

6” tulips

Lavender

$8.00

6” tulips

Red

$8.00

6” daffodils

TOTAL

$8.00

GIVEN BY: ________________________________________________________________

Celebrating the joy of new life and opportunities for building
_________________________________________________________________________
enduring memories with Braxton Smidt and Grayson Pollock
IN MEMORY OF: ____________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
IN HONOR OF: ______________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

ALL ORDERS ARE NEEDED NO LATER THAN THURSDAY, MARCH 1. NO LATE ORDERS.

The sermon series for Lent is called “The Promises of God.”

2/18/18
Genesis 9:8-17
The Promises of God: I Will Never Harm You

February 2018
2/25/18
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16
The Promises of God: I Will Provide for You

3/4/18
Exodus 20:1-17
The Promises of God: I Will Work with You

3/11/18
Numbers 21:4-9
The Promises of God: I Will Make a Way for You

3/18/1
Jeremiah 31:31-43
The Promises of God: I Will Forgive You

3/25/18

Mark 11:1-11
Palm Sunday

February 2018
Sun

4
Worship 10:30
am

Mon

5

Tue

February 2018
Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

6

7
Wednesday
Weight
Watchers
8-9 am

8
Operation
Blessing
10 am

9

10

13

14
Wednesday
Weight
Watchers
8-9 am

15
Operation
Blessing
10 am

16
Alzheimer’s
Support Group
10 am

17

22

23

24

AA Meeting 7 pm
11
Worship 10:30
am
Birthday Cake
and Coffee Hour

12
MEETINGS:
Worship
Committee,
6 pm
General Board,
7 pm

Ash
Wednesday
Lenten
Breakfasts
begin 6:309:30 am

AA Meeting 7 pm

18
Worship 10:30
am

19

20

Week of
Compassion
Offering for the
Disciples

Lenten
Breakfasts
6:30-9:30 am

AA Meeting 7 pm

25
Worship 10:30
am
Chili Cookoff

Week of
Compassion
Offering for the
Disciples

26

AA Meeting 7 pm

21
Wednesday
Weight
Watchers
8-9 am

27

28
Wednesday
Weight
Watchers
8-9 am
Lenten
Breakfasts
6:30-9:30 am

WAGONS OF HOPE
Our children continue their mission of helping others while filling their Wagons of Hope.
Individuals and families who depend on your generosity will benefit through
Operation Blessing and Protestant Family Service.
You will have another opportunity to contribute on Sunday, April 8.
Thank you for supporting their efforts!

LENTEN BREAKFASTS
Thanks to our volunteers who are
generous with their time and talents,
this year’s Lenten Breakfasts
are off to a good start!
Each Wednesday, from February 14 until
March 28, you can come and enjoy and
hot, cooked to order breakfast, good
fellowship and a great start to your day.
We appreciate all your
free-will offerings.
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