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TOUCHING LIVES WITH COMPASSION,
UNDERSTANDING AND HOPE

Comprehending The Easter Story
Luke 24:1-12
If ever we ever needed to hear and comprehend the Easter story, it has to be now. We are
surrounded by confusion, disrespect, and death. We are hard pressed to discover “Breaking News”
stories that bring light into our world by lifting up good works.
As we approach Good Friday we recall what happened because of negative responses to
Jesus’ mission and message. Have you considered how similar we are to those who turned their
backs on Jesus? People who should have welcomed and listened to Jesus turned their backs on His
truth. Mob rule won over reason; people blinded by the darkness of hate and greed shouted:
“Crucify Him!” - and they prevailed. Over 2,000 years ago, Luke writes: “There was darkness over
the whole land … the sun’s light failed…” (Luke 23: 44-45) – That was written when Jesus died on that
first Good Friday!
You wait for the darkness of bad news to be lifted and you discover something: the bad
news is not the only news for your life. As a Christian you are not bound to the darkness of Good
Friday -- you are an Easter person - a person of the Resurrection.
What does Easter mean to you? For me Easter reveals hope through God’s power over
death. Jesus stated it clearly and simply: “Let not your hearts be troubled; believe in God, believe
also in me … I go to prepare a place for you…” (John 14:1 ff.)
Hold onto the Easter message and you will no longer be afraid to die! Take the Easter
message into your heart and you will comfortably stand beside the empty tomb of your dearest
loved ones! Keep the Easter message solidly in the center of your life and no matter what eats at
you, nothing can destroy your outlook of hope and joy!
The Easter message of resurrection, eternal life and new beginnings, can start right now –
but you must first open your life and welcome Jesus in. That’s the way the New Testament ends.
It ends with a vivid picture of Jesus standing at your heart’s door: “Behold, I will come in to him and
eat with him and he with me …” (Revelation 3:20)
Jesus comes to you in your joys and your sorrows, your faith and your doubts! He stays with
you every day as you live your life. And as He comes He presents one basic commandment:
“Love one another, even as I have loved you.”
Ed Allen, Interim Minister

OUR CHURCH REMINDERS
Update on Search for Settled Minister
The Search Committee is continuing the interview process and will meet shortly with another
candidate for the position of Settled Pastor. The committee asks for your prayers as we go through
this important process as your representatives.
Respectfully,
Alan, Ashley, Helen, Martin, Patty, Laurie and Sally
Please come and experience the
company of friends and food
during our Wednesday morning
Lenten Breakfast on April 12 ,
from 6:30- 9:30 am.
Coffee Fellowship –
We appreciate the following
families who are hosting our
Sunday morning enjoyment
of coffee and fellowship:
April: Joyce Coy
May: Susan Crawford
Your church family appreciates your
thoughtfulness in serving us.
We have more opportunities for service and
encourage you to sign up as one of our Coffee
Fellowship Hosts.
ELDERS Serving in April:
Date
Lead Elder
Table Elder
2
9
16
23
30

Rodger Shuback
Sally Ifill
Jan Pumphrey
Rodger Shuback
Susan Crawford

Susan Crawford
Jan Pumphrey
Brenda Hernan
Sally Ifill
Rodger Shuback

Celebrating March and April
Anniversaries & Birthdays
Your church family encourages you to stay
for cake and fellowship after worship on 9
April 2017. Enjoy laughter as we reminisce
with people born, married, or both in
March and April. This is an excellent
occasion to introduce a friend or two, or
more to Canfield Christian Church.
MARCH:
3 Jerry Hanna
15 Rev. Walter Coy
18 Sally Ifill
19 Irene Lehtonen
APRIL:
3 Aiden Romine
3 Ziva Samora
4 Bob Little
19 Bella Kimble

21 Wesley Coy
24 Libby Snyder
28 Kylie Kritz

23 Priya Samora
25 Carol Payne
30 Lloyd Schooley

ANNIVERSARY:
Larry & Mary Anne Kimble, April 1
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Praying for our Faith Community

PRAYING FOR

Dr. John Krier
1922-2017

Please remember those who are in assisted living/nursing
homes with your prayers, phone calls, and visits:
AustinWoods: DeNise Martin, Betty Baird
Hampton Woods: Richard Rees
Shepherd of the Valley: Barbara Hepplewhite
The following individuals and families appreciate your
continued prayers on their behalf:
Richard Seaman Theresa Alcott
David Bush
Edna Seaman
Helen Bush
Virginia Knauf
Martin Crawford Larry Kimble
Dave Guillard
Floyd and Margaret Clark
Ann Moncrief
Rev. Walter Coy
Irene Lehtonen (Mother of Susan Crawford)
Doug Lewis (Brother of Joyce Coy)
Scott Chepke (Recently received a transplant)
Rosa and Maria Arcenio (Sisters of Trinidad Galizia)
Rebecca Murgia (Niece of Trinidad Galizia)
Joseph Novacich (Father of Theresa Murphy)
John Bauman and David Beach (Friends of Sally Payne)
Margrit Galano (Mother of Cindy Stackhouse)
Ted Harris (Nephew of Jerry & Dolores Hanna)
Ingrid Vance and Laura Utterback (Friends of Dorris
Baringer)
It is important to remember our service members
in your daily prayers.

Our Canfield Christian Church family
joins numerous other individuals who
are giving thanks for the life and
ministry that defines The Rev. Dr. Join
Krier’s legacy of service.
We are honored to have been blessed
by Dr. Krier’s faith, his example for
living, and his service to our
congregation while serving as our
Interim Minister.
Dr. Krier inspired numerous people to
exemplify the faith and commitments
to serving that he modeled up until the
March 21, 2017 loss of his earthly
presence.
We offer our prayers and support to his
family as they relive memories of a life
shared together. May God bless you
and comfort you with His presence and
His peaceful assurances of life beyond
our earthly journey of faith and service.

3

Sunday, 2 April 2017, we visited Severance Hall. Since 1931, Severance
Hall has been the home of the world-renowned Cleveland Orchestra.
After enjoying a concert featuring Prokofiev’s “Peter and the Wolf,” our children set out to find
the polished brass screw located in the marble floor of Severance Hall's Grand Foyer.
Upon the completion of Severance Hall, Mr. Severance stated that the screw, put there
by the workers who laid the floor, was to remain in place. Our children found it!
Please worship with us this Sunday and learn how the legendary story of the screw
applies to our relationship with God.

Thank You from Karen Hunt

4

Our children, age is not a qualifier, experienced
the anticipated joy of music and learning
through Sergei Prokofiev’s 1936 Peter and the
Wolf, “a symphonic fairy tale for children.” This
piece is a staple of children’s orchestra
concerts, as it was intended to be.
The Cleveland Orchestra and the duo called the
Magic Circle Mime Co., which specializes in
presentations with orchestras all over the
world, provided the narration.
Learning opportunities were presented and
enhanced through visuals (a Mime) and
instrument recognition.
In Prokofiev’s tale, various instruments portray
the characters as orchestra members
performed such roles as Peter (strings),
Grandpa (bassoon), the Duck (oboe), the Wolf
(horns), the Hunters (tympani), the Bird (flute)
and the Cat (clarinet).
Thank you for supporting us. We hope you
enjoy our pictures that attempt to capture the
experience and how we enjoy one another
through the spirit of Canfield Christian Church.
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Lenten Breakfast - 2017
Unquestionably Tasty And Enjoyable
Are you ready to enjoy good company, tasty breakfast
Are you ready to enjoy good company, tasty breakfast food, and an abundance of fresh
food, and an abundance of fresh coffee from Ethiopia?
coffee from Ethiopia?
Your Lenten Breakfast experience commences on
Your Lenten
Breakfast
commences
onand
Wednesday
12 April.look
Our talented cooks
Wednesday 12 experience
April. Our talented
cooks
cheerful hostess
and cheerful hostess
look
to serving
you-9:30
fromam.
6:30S -9:30 am so that you may begin a
forward
to forward
serving you
from 6:30
positive day at so
or that
our final
Lenten
Breakfast
of
2017.
you may begin a positive day at or our final Lenten
Breakfast of 2017.

Maundy Thursday Candlelight Communion Service
13 April 2017
Have you heard from Jesus’ Disciples, lately? Your will hear part of the disciples’ story when you
join them around the Lord’s table for their last supper with Jesus. Mary will share her thoughts
with us, as well.
We are looking forward to sharing this important meal of faith and sacrifice with you as you
prepare your heart and spirit for Good Friday and Easter morning.
Please join us for worship on 13 April at 7:00 PM.
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Meet our President and General Minister Nominee
Rev. Teresa “Terri” Hord Owens
What the search committee saw in the nominee
“We saw in Terri that unique combination of pastoral, leadership, active
presence in all expressions of the Church and administrative experience that
the search committee believed was most needed,” said Search Committee Chair
Jackie Bunch. “She has experience as a local pastor, theologian and leader.
“The committee particularly noted her skills in discernment, spiritual discipline and proclamation
of the Word, but also as a listener.”
Bunch continued, “The search committee recognized that leading the Church in this day and age
requires a certain business acumen as well as a heart for ministry. We see that Terri brings that
special mix of academic, executive and pastoral qualities that are required for leading the
Disciples through this time in our North American culture. She has a background of bringing
together diverse groups for dialogue that will serve the Church well.”
The General Board voted to forward the name of Rev. Teresa (Terri) Hord Owens to the 2017
General Assembly as the nominee for General Minister and President of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ).
A Disciple since young adulthood, Hord Owens is currently dean of students at the University of
Chicago Divinity School and pastor of First Christian Church of Downers Grove, IL.
Search Committee Chair Jackie Bunch reviewed the process for the General Board before the
members of the board had the opportunity to meet Hord Owens in small groups and in the
plenary. Of more than 40 people recommended last summer, nine were screened in accordance
with the executive search process. Four were then interviewed in person in October by the
search committee. Just prior to the General Board meeting, three candidates were interviewed
by the Administrative Committee to determine which candidate to recommend to the board.
Rev. Owens is widely sought after as a preacher, speaker and workshop facilitator. Her ministry
and intellectual interests include a theology of reconciliation, cultural intelligence, developing
inclusive and multi-cultural congregations, and the mentoring of youth and young adults. She is
married to Walter Owens, Jr., with whom she will soon celebrate 30 years of marriage. They are
the proud parents of an adult son, W. Mitchell Owens, III.
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