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When we first come into church, we ask God to help us get 
ready to celebrate his love for us with our whole Christian 
family.  

Then we all stand up together and sing an OPENING HYMN. 
Today the first hymn is “How Sweet the Name of Jesus 
Sounds!” The priest and other leaders come in, carrying a 
cross, to remind us of Jesus. 

When everyone is in place, we say the OPENING ACCLAMATION. 
We greet each other and acclaim the Lord. It’s like saying “Hello! 
We’re here to worship God!” The priest begins and we answer. 

Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Sprit. 
And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen 

We sing GLORIA IN EXCELSIS because we praise God just 
for being God. 

Then, with a COLLECT the priest asks God to help us love and worship 
him with pure hearts. The collects "collect" or gather the worshiping 
community's thoughts around a particular thing that we're praying to 
God about. “Collect” is an old word, and we keep using a few of these 
strange old words because they connect us to the people who first 
used them.  (For them they weren't strange at all!)  They remind us 
that we're worshiping God in ways that people have been doing for a 
very long time. 

We are about to sit down and listen to the Bible readings for 
today. Before we do, the priest asks God to help us, and we ask 
God to help him. The prayer is called the OPENING COLLECT. 
At the end of the collect we say AMEN and again make the 
priest’s prayer our own. 

Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; 
for, as you always resist the proud who confide in 
their own strength, so you never forsake those 
who make their boast of your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  
Amen. 
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After the priest prays for us we say Amen. It’s like saying YES! 
Saying Amen makes the priest’s prayer into our prayer too. 

Now we will listen and learn. Every worship service of the year 
has its own READINGS from the Bible. As we go through the 
year, the readings and Gospels fit together, to tell us what God 
has done for us, and what He plans for us! Before or after 
each reading, the reader may say, “The Word of the Lord!” And 
we answer, “Thanks be to God!” Many Sundays the priest will 
have a question for us, or something to pay particular attention 
to as we listen. 

THE FIRST READING  Ezekiel 33:7-11 
“Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the 
people of Israel; so hear the word I speak and give 
them warning from me. When I say to the wicked, 
‘You wicked person, you will surely die,’ and you do 
not speak out to dissuade them from their ways, 
that wicked person will die for their sin, and I will 
hold you accountable for their blood. But if you do 
warn the wicked person to turn from their ways 
and they do not do so, they will die for their sin, 
though you yourself will be saved. “Son of man, say 
to the Israelites, ‘This is what you are saying: “Our 
offenses and sins weigh us down, and we are 
wasting away because of them. How then can we 
live?” ’ Say to them, ‘As surely as I live, declares the 
Sovereign LORD, I take no pleasure in the death of 
the wicked, but rather that they turn from their 
ways and live. Turn! Turn from your evil ways! Why 
will you die, people of Israel?’  

~ THE WORD OF THE LORD! THANKS BE TO GOD! ~

3

L
is

te
n

in
g

 a
n

d
 L

e
a

rn
in

g



After the first reading we have a PSALM to say together. 
Psalms are poems in the Old Testament. They help us say what 
we feel about God. 

THE PSALM  Psalm 119:33-40 

33 Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes, * 
and I shall keep it to the end. 

34 Give me understanding, and I shall keep your law; * 
I shall keep it with all my heart. 

35 Make me go in the path of your commandments, * 
for that is my desire. 

36 Incline my heart to your decrees * 
and not to unjust gain. 

37 Turn my eyes from watching what is worthless; * 
give me life in your ways. 

38 Fulfill your promise to your servant, * 
which you make to those who fear you. 

39 Turn away the reproach which I dread, * 
because your judgments are good. 

40 Behold, I long for your commandments; * 
in your righteousness preserve my life. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Spirit, * As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
will be forever.  Amen. 

That’s called the GLORIA PATRI  We say this after the Psalm 
ends to connect our worship with the heritage of what 
Christians have often done when they pray the Psalms. 
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FRACTION ANTHEM: “Fraction” is a word that means broken 
into parts. “Anthem” is another word for song, and this one is 
especially for when the priest breaks the bread. 

“Lamb of God” 

  
COMMUNION HYMN  

“Kyrie Eleison” 
  
Every time we eat this bread and drink this wine, we become 
part of Jesus, and he becomes part of us. God’s family, the 
Church, celebrates together! When we have received 
Communion, we say “thank you” to God, quietly in our hearts. 

Then we all say “thank you” together. We ask God to be with us 
as we go out, by praying and singing. We want to carry his love 
and peace into the world! 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER (we stand) 

Let us pray.  Almighty and everliving God, we thank 
you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the 
most precious Body and Blood of your Son our 
Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these 
holy mysteries that we are living members of the 
Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal 
kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the 
work you have given us to do, to love and serve 
you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To 
him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and 
glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN 
“Just as I am” 

THE DISMISSAL  
We are sent out into the world to share God’s love and peace! 

Let us bless the Lord! Thanks be to God!
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THE SECOND READING is usually from an Epistle. Epistle 
means letter and most of the Epistles in the Bible were written 
by Saint Paul. They are letters written to Christian people long 
ago, to help them understand about Jesus, and what he did for 
us, and how he wants us to live.  

THE SECOND READING  Romans 13:8-14 

Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing 
debt to love one another, for whoever loves others 
has fulfilled the law. The commandments, “You shall 
not commit adultery,” “You shall not murder,” “You 
shall not steal,” “You shall not covet,” and whatever 
other command there may be, are summed up in this 
one command: “Love your neighbor as 
yourself.” Love does no harm to a neighbor. 
Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law. 

And do this, understanding the present time: The 
hour has already come for you to wake up from your 
slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than 
when we first believed. The night is nearly over; the 
day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of 
darkness and put on the armor of light. Let us 
behave decently, as in the daytime, not in carousing 
and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and 
debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. Rather, 
clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do 
not think about how to gratify the desires of the 
flesh. 

~ THE WORD OF THE LORD! THANKS BE TO GOD! ~ 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (stand) 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
         It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

…Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with 
Angels and Archangels and with all the company 
of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to 
proclaim the glory of your Name: 

“Sanctus: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord” 

…Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 
Father, now and for ever. Amen. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we 
are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
          thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
          on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive  
          those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us  
          from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the  
          glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!
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Then we listen to special music called an ANTHEM. to 
help us get ready to hear the gospel and the sermon. 

Our last reading is THE GOSPEL. Gospel means 
“GOOD NEWS!” The Gospel is good news, because it is 
a story of Jesus’s life. There are four Gospels in the 
Bible written by Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. 
Because the Gospel is so special, WE STAND UP to 
listen to it. The priest tells us which one of the four 
Gospels today’s reading comes from.



undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly 
repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may 
delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your Name. Amen. 

The priest tells us that God does forgive us. We say, “Amen!” 

THE PEACE 
Since we are full of God’s love and peace we share it with each other! 

The peace of the Lord be always with you!  
And also with you! 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
God has given us everything we have. We want to say “thank 
you!” That is what EUCHARIST means. It means, “giving thanks.” 
And we want to share God’s gifts with each other. That’s what 
COMMUNION means. It means “sharing.” We say “thank you” to 
God and share his love with other people, by giving back to him 
some of what he has given to us. 

We give him our money as an OFFERING, for his Church to use 
to do his work. 

We give him bread and wine. God will give them back to all of us, 
as the Body and Blood of Jesus! 

We give him ourselves. We say, “Here we are, Lord, to be your 
family and do your work!” We sing an OFFERTORY HYMN 
(offertory is a fancy word for giving) or listen to special music 
that helps our hearts be ready for Holy Communion. The hymn 
for today is 

“Coming to the Table” 

Then we stand and sing the DOXOLOGY:  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow! 

Our bread and wine are on the table. The priest stands before 
them for us and starts THE GREAT THANKSGIVING.
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THE GOSPEL Matthew 18:15-20 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
according to St. Matthew. Glory to you Lord Christ. 

We are glad to hear today’s story from the Good News 
about Jesus! 

Jesus said, “If another member of the church sins 
against you, go and point out the fault when the two 
of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you 
have regained that one. But if you are not listened 
to, take one or two others along with you, so that 
every word may be confirmed by the evidence of 
two or three witnesses. If the member refuses to 
listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the 
offender refuses to listen even to the church, let 
such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax 
collector. Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on 
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you 
loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, truly 
I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about 
anything you ask, it will be done for you by my 
Father in heaven. For where two or three are 
gathered in my name, I am there among them.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you Lord Christ. 
In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Amen.
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         On the third day he rose again, in accordance with  
   the scriptures   
                      He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right  
   hand of the Father. 
                   He will come again in glory to judge the living  
   and the dead, 
                      and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
      who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
      With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
      He has spoken through the Prophets. 
      We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
      We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
      We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
      and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Since we believe in God, we pray to him. We pray for ourselves, 
and also for other people, everywhere.  
 We pray for God’s family, the Church 
 We pray for our country and its leaders 
 We pray for peace and justice in the world 
 We pray for people who are sick or poor or troubled 
 We pray for people we love 
 We pray for people who have died 

Soon we will be offering God our bread and wine, and sharing 
Communion with our Christian family. We want to be full of love and 
peace toward God and each other. But we can’t be full of love and 
peace unless we are sorry for the things we have done that are 
wrong, and that hurt other people. 

Telling God we are sorry for what we have done is called 
CONFESSION. We tell God we are sorry for the times when we have 
been selfish, or lazy, or dishonest, or careless, or mean. We ask God 
to forgive us, and help us.  

CONFESSION OF SIN 
Let us confess our sins against God and our 
neighbor. Most merciful God, we confess that we 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, and by what we have left 
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After the Gospel WE SIT down. It is time for the SERMON. The priest 
talks to us, and we listen. The sermon explains to us some of the 
things we can learn from the readings. The Bible is not just a story of 
people long ago. It is our story, too, because we are God’s people.  

The sermon helps us understand what God has done for us so we 
can love and thank him. It helps us understand how God wants us to 
live as his people, and do his work! 

THE SERMON    ~   The Rev. Dr. Jason Poling 

From the readings and the sermon, we learn what Christians believe 
about God:       ~We believe that God made the world. 
              ~We believe that God came to earth, and died for us,  
                                   and rose again.  
              ~We believe God loves us and gives us life. 

Now WE STAND together to say THE NICENE CREED.  “Creed” 
means “what we believe.” Christians in the city of Nicaea started to 
use these words over 1500 years ago. One way we praise God is by 
telling God and reminding ourselves and each other what we believe 
about him! 

THE NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, 
      the Father almighty, 
      maker of heaven and earth, 
      of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
      the only Son of God, 
      eternally begotten of the Father, 
              God from God, 
              Light from Light, 
              true God from true God, 
      begotten, not made,  
      of one Being with the Father. 
      Through him all things were made. 
      For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; 
      by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate  
   from the Virgin Mary, 
      and was made man. 
      For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
                   he suffered death and was buried.  
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