
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miss Hattie Gardner – Faithful Disciple 

On December 29,
 
2019, at 10:30 A.M., Gum Branch Baptist Church, located at 1504 Clyde 

Road, Hartsville, S.C., will hold a special service to honor the legacy of Hattie Gardner. During 

this special service, family, friends and dignitaries will speak of her dedicated service to the 

mission field for thirty-eight years in Africa. Miss Hattie’s passion for sharing the gospel to all 

was an inspiration for many people in our church and association. She was instrumental in the 

teaching in Baptist girls’ schools in Nigeria, working among the Batonu tribe of eastern Nigeria, 

dispensing medicine, and living her life out before the tribe’s people in a Christlike manner in 

order to teach them of Jesus’ love.  

Upon her retirement in 1973, she returned home to a “retirement” that included serving in local 

missions, speaking on the subject of foreign missions, and teaching the children of her 

community of the love of Jesus. Miss Hattie’s entire life was one that spoke of service, love, and 

commitment to God and putting God first. Any of the children that attended Gum Branch Baptist 

Church, have many fond memories of Miss Hattie and her fervent love for God and were amazed 

that this tiny little missionary accomplished so much in her life that was lived in service to God 

and His Kingdom.  

Miss Hattie lived a frugal life, and any money that she accumulated, gave repeatedly to missions 

after her retirement. Shortly before her death in September 18, 1985, she established a charitable 

gift fund that was to be used for the foreign mission field. That gift has grown throughout the 

years and upon her family’s request, a lump sum of $20,000.00 will be given to the Lottie Moon 

Annual Missions during the Legacy Service, held in Miss Hattie’s honor.  Her love for Christ 

and the foreign mission field should inspire all of us to give more freely of our time and money 

to support the spread of the good news to the Love of Jesus to the people of our country and 

world. 

 


