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Wow! Can you believe it has already been 1 year since I came to Honeoye Falls? 
What a blessing it has been! Throughout the year we have dealt with quite a bit, but 

especially in the last few months. I want to thank each one of you who have given 
me this amazing opportunity to be your Pastor. I have learned a lot in the past year, 

and we have made some great strides forward. If you can just stay with me for a 
little longer, then I think we will be able to get back to some normalcy.  

I know this social distancing and masking feels 
like it is getting old, but we do have to continue to 

take this virus (that we know very little about) 
seriously. As things are opening back up we have to 

remember that, as the numbers have gone down we 

are still seeing between 10-30 new cases in Monroe 
County each day. As your Pastor, I want to make 

sure that when we come back to church there is little 
to no risk for anyone who comes into the church. As 

numbers are rising in many of the other states, they 
are finding churches to be one of the highest 

contributors to that rise. We have learned over the 
last few months that it is in densely populated areas where the virus can be the most 

dangerous. I realize we have a great group of people here in the church, but we also 
have many who are still under a stay at home order or have compromised immune 

systems and are not ready to come into a crowd.  
I promise one day we will be back in our sanctuary worshiping together in person. 

Through it all we have to remember even if we are not together in the physical sense 
we are worshiping our Lord and Savior, through the Spirit. 2 Corinthians 4:17-18 

reads “For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal weight of 

glory beyond all measure, because we look not at what can be seen but at what 
cannot be seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is 

eternal.” We know what we see happening around us today is only temporary. We will 
get through this. It may not be in the time we would like it to be but we have to be 

patient and when the time is right we will come together. This Too Shall Pass. I know 
we hear that a lot these days, but as they say, patience is a virtue. We need to allow 

God to lead us in his time when we will feel safe returning to church. Eugene Peterson 
explains the 2 Corinthians Passage like this: 

So we’re not giving up. How could we! Even though on the outside it often 
looks like things are falling apart on us, on the inside, where God is making 

new life, not a day goes by without his unfolding grace. These hard times 
are small potatoes compared to the coming good times, the lavish 

celebration prepared for us. There’s far more here than meets the eye. The 
things we see now are here today, gone tomorrow. But the things we can’t 

see now will last forever.  

Stick with us! God is at work in all this and he will guide us to know when it is 
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time. Until then, let us celebrate the fact that we are able to gather in worship, 
fellowship and communion via this great technology which we have. Grace & Peace 

to all of you! Stay Healthy and God Bless, Pastor Chris  
 

Enough is Enough 

Those of us who serve in leadership at HFUMC at this time, have heard several 
times over this past month from the United Methodist Church leadership of our Upper 

New York (UNY) Annual Conference and Genesee Valley District, concerning the most 
recent killing of an unarmed black person by a police officer, and the ensuing protests. 

(You can read the communications, too; the links are listed in the resources below.) 
The purpose of this article is to provide resources for our individual and collective 

study, as we begin the conversation and work toward Imagine No Racism, an initiative 
put forth several years ago by Bishop Mark Webb and the UNY Cabinet.  

As we move forward, it will require that we gain new knowledge about the sin of 
slavery in this country which began 400 years ago, unlearn information and dispel 

myths that are untrue, become reacquainted with the timetable of history in a new 
light, and acknowledge the racist systems which affect every facet of life in the US 

including health care, employment, education, wealth, the criminal justice system and 

housing, as well as how our churches have been complicit.  
It will require that we have a deep and comprehensive understanding of the 

terminology used to describe this complex and highly emotional issue i.e. chauvinism, 
bias, bigotry, implicit bias, White privilege, systemic racism, White solidarity, White 

supremacy, structural racism, anti-racist. ~Lynn Shipe 
United Methodist Church Resources 

updates@unyumc.org - you can sign up for Weekly digest 
notes@unyumc.org 

geneseevalleydistrict@unyumc.org - you can sign up for e-news 
“The Baptismal Covenant” Book of Hymns, page 34 

UMC Social Principles 
Books 

I Have a Dream    Rev Dr Martin Luther King, Jr 
Who Lynched Willie Earl?  Will Willimon 

The Fire Next Time   James Baldwin 

To Kill a Mockingbird   Harper Lee 
The Sun Does Shine   Anthony Ray Hinton 

The Enchanted    Rene Denfeld 
White Fragility    Robin DiAngelo 

Great Small Things   Jodi Piccoult 
Nickel Boys     Colsom Whitehead 

Movies 
Harriet, 2020   Just Mercy, 2020   Selma, 2014  

Podcasts 
1619 Project     New York Times 

Faith and Race     Missouri UMC Annual Conference 
Connections with Evan Dawson WXXI-AM 1370 Rochester  

Websites 
Schuyler Center for Analysis & Advocacy  https://scaany.org 

The Greater Rochester Health Foundation  http://thegrhf.org  

The Center for Progressive Renewal   Cameron Trimble 
United Methodist Publishing House (ecumenical) http://cokesbury.com  

mailto:updates@unyumc.org
mailto:notes@unyumc.org
mailto:geneseevalleydistrict@unyumc.org
https://scaany.org/
http://thegrhf.org/
http://cokesbury.com/


“Fear of the Other” Study with Pastor Chris 

Thursday, July 16 – August 13 at 7 P.M. on Zoom  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86194123366 or dial in by calling 1 (646) 

876-9923 and entering meeting ID: 86194123366. 
 

Please let the church office know by July 6th if you would like 
us to order you a copy! 

 
Study Information: In this no non-sense book, reliable spiritual 

guide, Will Willimon, invites readers to consider the Gospel 
command to love (and not merely tolerate) those considered to be 

“Other” or outside mainstream Christian culture.  
 

Update on Reopening HFUMC 

Dear Church Family, In doing our best to keep you updated on a potential Church 
opening date, the Leadership Team met 6/22/20. On the recommendation from our 

Operations Team, the group thought it would be in the best interest, with still so 
many unknowns, to hold back on an official opening date as of this newsletter 

printing. This also allows us to see how things unfold over the next couple of weeks. 
We realize this is a frustrating transition. Our top priority (besides worshipping our 

God each day) is the safety of every member of our congregation. We are monitoring 

this situation daily and will keep you updated as we work out a safety plan. Thank you 
for your understanding, and if you have any questions or suggestions please let us 

know. Please pray for guidance for Gods path forward for HFUMC. Thank you, and 

may God bless you and HFUMC! ~Duane Thompson 

With Gratitude 

I received an envelope from our DCOS Committee filled with wonderful handwritten 

notes from this church. I was humbled and gratified with all the wonderful sayings and 
thoughts. Thank you so much for your kind words and very generous check. Please 

know it is appreciated. I enjoy doing the work of the District Office and am touched by 
the time you all took to write the notes. Miss seeing all of you! Thank you again, Betsy 

O’Flynn, GVD Admin 

 

Rush UMC to offer community discussions 

about Race, Faith & Church 

Rev. Todd Goddard at Rush UMC will be hosting community discussions about race, 

faith, and the church, using the INR curriculum in July through Zoom. All clergy and 
laity are welcome to join in.  

Further information, dates, participant guide, and connection instructions can be 
found on the Rush UMC website at: https://www.rushumc.com/imagine-no-racism  

  

  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86194123366
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001zsi6NIkdDmhpzZ7IFwRH45wmZCBoang0ZVCdMe4mK0q2r4OL4w7VtTn_QNcQnYDEMEOs_xOIKzJoTRZOw9AnvZkJDt7fLzNdjDqwoBc_zq_en5zp7Mufp3QxRK4vwLFsvBqMfSEtx-JZpBZnpIh-cYS8_XjJ36wO9Mc-aWU0SSlOkZgFHlbNf3FWqxnfU6Cd&c=n43qNOV4Xkl5-4DlhyVj3CXK5ktChc3bVaR8UGdmemD1NmqmOMVwvg==&ch=anrm-QIhkv1CVCz5Bl32PWt65WYcwZ9OJyO97VtedantkIHvWseV2w==
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 
6:00pm 
Mission & 
Outreach Meeting 

2 
7:00pm 
Adult Bible 
Study 

3 
 

4 

 

5 

10:30am – Worship 

Service on Zoom 
https://us02web.zoom.u
s/j/810121574 
Meeting ID: 810 121 574 

6 
 

7 
 

8 
10:30am – Coffee 

& Devotionals with 
Pastor Chris 
 

9 
7:00pm 

Adult Bible 
Study 

10 11 

12 

10:30am – Worship 
Service on Zoom 

https://us02web.zoom.u
s/j/810121574 
Meeting ID: 810 121 574 
Communion Sunday - 
bring your own bread & 
juice 

13 
7:00pm 
Pub Theology 

14 

7:00pm 
Operations 

Meeting 

15 
10:30am – Coffee 
& Devotionals with 

Pastor Chris 
 

16 
7:00pm 
“Fear of the 

Other” Study 
with Pastor 
Chris 

17 

 

18 

19 
10:30am – Worship 
Service on Zoom 
https://us02web.zoom.u
s/j/810121574 
Meeting ID: 810 121 574 

20 
7:00pm  
SPRC Meeting 
 

21 
 

22 

10:30am – Coffee 
& Devotionals with 
Pastor Chris 
NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINE 
 

25 

7:00pm 
“Fear of the 
Other” Study 
with Pastor 
Chris 

24 25 
 

26 

10:30am – Worship 
Service on Zoom 
https://us02web.zoom.u
s/j/810121574 

Meeting ID: 810 121 574 
 

27 
7:00pm 
Leadership 
Meeting 
 

28 
 

29 
10:30am – Coffee 
& Devotionals with 
Pastor Chris 

30 
7:00pm 
“Fear of the 
Other” Study 
with Pastor 

Chris 

  

Sunday Volunteers 

July 5 July 12 July 19 July 26 

Lector: Duane Thompson Lector: Jessie McMakin Lector: Sarah Mathias Lector: Lynn Shipe 

Celebrate! JULY BIRTHDAYS… 
7/1 – Justin Sellman 

7/5 - J.R. O'Flynn, Jada Mantegna 
7/7 - Elise Hunt 

7/25 - Bonnie Dewey 

7/29 - Kylie Winans 
7/30 - Jessica Kanaley 

7/31 - Ashley Bastow, Zachary 

Zwetsch, Betsy O'Flynn 

AND ANNIVERSARIES… 
7/13 – CJ & Jill Lloyd 

7/15 - Bill & Jan Connor 

7/16 - Betsy & Oscar O’Flynn 

Pastor Chris on vacation thru July 5. 

For Pastoral Emergencies, contact 

Rev. Virginia Tyler Smith at (585) 315-6604 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/810121574
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/810121574
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/810121574
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/810121574
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/810121574
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/810121574
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/810121574
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/810121574


PRAYER CLOSET 

 

  

 

The “Prayer Mail” email address is hfumcprayer@gmail.com. 

If you notice that you haven’t gotten a prayer email in a while, please check your junk or spam 
folder to see if they went there. Please add the email address in your contact list to ensure 

delivery in the future. If you think you may have been dropped from the list or would like to be 
added, please note this on the blue cards Sunday morning or contact the church office. 

 

Strength, Healing and Guidance: 
Pastor Samuel and Community UMC 

(Uganda),  
Upper NY Annual Conference & our 

church leaders, 

Debbie Bastow, 

Joyce Connor (Bill Connor’s mother), 
Rhett Parham (Carole Eckhardt’s son) 

Evelyn Medici 
 

Sympathy

The Family of Paul Helm, 
The Family of Eleanor 

Wheat, 

The Family of Bonnie 
VanOoyen, 

The Family of Nicki DiBella 

 

 

Women and Men Serving Our Country: 

Stephen Battle USA 
Dennis Bonavilla, 

Joseph Bonavilla, 
Curtis Clark, 

Michael Fanton USN, 
Scott Flood USA, 

Jeffrey Krulick, 
Peter J. Lang USMC,  

Douglas Ninkovick, 
Airman Poffard,  

Michael Pullen USA,  
John Rider USAF,  

Tim Rowlinson USA,  
Mike and Charniah Smrekar 

USN, S 
Steven Tschiderer USA,  

Greg Dewey USN 

 

College Students: 
Acadia Fairchild,  

Willow Finch, 
Clayton Firster, 

Megan Forney, 

Sarah Forney, 

Liam Lyle, 
Sophie Lyle, 

Gwen Peters, 

Madison Sellman, 

Emma Vullo, 
Mary Vullo, 

Lawton Watts

  

School is out, but Church 

is still in session. 

mailto:hfumcprayer@gmail.com


 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Address Service Requested 

 
 

 

 

 

HONEOYE FALLS 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
31 East Street, Honeoye Falls NY, 14472 

WEEKLY SERVICES 
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:30AM 

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN 9:45AM 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 10:30 AM 
 

PASTOR: Christine Mitchell 

pastorchrismitchell.umc@gmail.com 

585-704-5587 
 

CHURCH OFFICE: Secretary: Jillian Lloyd 

 585-624-3387 | office.hfumc@gmail.com 

Website: www.honeoyefallsumc.org  
 

Office hours are posted weekly on the 
Church St. door and in the Sunday bulletin. 

 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC: Joe Blackburn 585-244-3538 
 

MINISTERS: EVERY MEMBER OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

LEADERSHIP TEAM: Duane Thompson 585-739-5427 

 
 

 Pastor’s Note 

 Enough is Enough 

 “Fear of the Other” Study, Update on 

Reopening, Thank You & Rush UMC offers 

community discussions 

 Calender of Events & Celebrations 

 Prayer Closet 
 

If you no longer wish to receive the Newsletter 

please contact the church office at 624-3387 or 

office.hfumc@gmail.com.  

Thank you! 

 

“Choose This Day Whom You Will Serve” 


