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Advent is an invitation. For many, it is the invitation to get into that Christmas spirit. To count down the 
days to the grand celebration and let the holiday transform everything around us. But there is a deeper and 
more profound invitation being offered in the season of Advent. The invitation is to remember that we are 
heading for home. Or if we’re not, if we’ve forgotten that there is a home toward which to head, it is the 
invitation to long for the home we call the Kingdom of God. It is where family and peace reside, where 
justice abides, and hope will rise. Advent reminds us that we shouldn’t be complacent about the way things 
are – not that we want to become angrily attuned to every perceived failing in those around us or the world 
at large; but that we want to be those who look forward to something greater, something more that is just 
on the horizon. Advent is the call to come home. 

Yes, we called it “Come Home for Christmas” not “Come Home for Advent.” But that was only to catch 
your ear and the ears of those with whom you worship week by week in this glorious season. We’re not all 
about Christmas, the holiday, December 25 and all the jingle bells and tinsel. We are about Christmas, the 
Mass of Christ, the celebration of the Incarnate one who comes to remind us that we are not alone, and God 
is with us. We are about the longing for the coming kingdom, where we will study war no more, where 
people will walk in the light, where joy will be found, and love will be the tie that binds us together. That’s 
the home for which we long. That’s the invitation this Advent season to your church and the world: “Come 
Home for Christmas.” 

We hope if you have not been in church lately, you will take this time of Advent as an invitation to come 
Home and join us in the celebration that comes with the coming of the Christ child on Christmas Eve.  Come 
and witness the transformation of the sanctuary into a comfortable inviting and cozy Home, where you 
come to be with family and friends, to bring your heartache and your joys. If you are feeling something is 
missing during this busy time of year, take a moment and join us either Saturday Nights at 5:30pm (The 
Church Underground, a 30-minute contemporary service with a praise band) or Sunday mornings at 
10:30am (traditional Sunday service).  One of the hardest things to do is to get back into the habit of coming 
to church, but what a better time than this time of anticipation and invitation.  Hope to see you soon!   

   Merry Christmas, Pastor Chris 

December 2021 



2022 Pledge Update 
Over the past few weeks, we’ve been looking at what the Bible teaches us about financial 

management. We’ve considered how we make and spend money, how we deal with debt, and how we 
save and invest for the future. We’ve examined how God wants us to relate to our money and earthly 
possessions, and we’ve explored what it means to live a life of gratitude and contentment. We have 
studied and worshiped . . . and we have responded! 

We have received 15 personal commitments for the coming year. Thank you for prayerfully 
considering what offering you will make to God through our church in the coming year. Your gifts are an 
act of worship and an investment in opportunities for God to work through us. Our prayer is that you will 
find greater contentment and simplicity in your life as you put God first in your giving and your living. 
May we all experience the joy that comes from knowing that our gifts honor God and change lives! 

If you have not submitted a pledge card and wish to do so, there are extra copies available at church 
or they can be mailed/emailed to you. Please contact Jill at office.hfumc@gmail.com or (585) 624-3387. 

Advent Study: “You Were Made for this Moment” 
“Are you weary from your challenges, or worried your world is 

spinning out of control?” 

“Queen Esther concealed her Jewish identity.  As far as anyone knew, 
she was pure Persian.  But then came the royal decree that would 
annihilate her people.  She had to make tough choices.  Would she remain 
silent or would she speak up?” 

We will learn from Esther that even when we may be facing 
impossible situations, that God is with us. Please join us for this Advent 
study starting, at 7pm December 2nd and every Thursday thru December 
30th, on Zoom and in church. If you would like to order your book the cost 
at Cokesbury is $15.49.  If you need help with this, please let Jan Connor 
know. Orders are due by November 17th, in order to get them in time.  

Zoom Meeting ID: 861 9412 3366   |   Passcode: 314494 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86194123366?pwd=UTkvdmoyMnZUTFI1aWRVOUxZcERUQT09 

If you have any questions please call, Jan Connor at 585-582-6269 or email billjan@rochester.rr.com. 

Mission & Outreach Members needed! 
Mission and Outreach is looking for additional members. This team helps run the Rummage Sale in 

October, and hosts Taco Tuesday – a much beloved community event the occurs on the first Tuesday of 
each month during the school year, and many other activities within the church. The group supports the 
Connection Box mailings at Halloween and Valentines Day each year as well as items such as the “Never 
Give Up” signs around the outside of the church building. Mission and Outreach meets on the first 
Monday of each month at 6pm. If you are interested or need more information, please reach out to Ken 
Forney or Pastor Chris!  
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To all the neighbors of Benincasa, your help is desperately needed! 
On October 23, 1996, Benincasa opened its doors in Mendon to provide care for the 

terminally ill and support for their families. This opening was made possible by the 
combined efforts of the three faith communities in the hamlet. 

Since that time Benincasa has welcomed over 475 residents and their families to the 
two-bed home, with care provided by a small staff and large team of volunteers. While there is much to 
celebrate and be thankful for, the COVID-19 pandemic has also created a series of challenges that puts the 
future of this valued and trusted community resource at risk.  

Benincasa was founded as a volunteer-driven organization that provides compassionate end of life 
care at no cost to the residents or their loved ones. Benincasa operates with no guaranteed source of 
income; 100% of the funds needed to operate are raised through donations and fund raising. Benincasa 
has been blessed by those who have willingly given of themselves in service to others, and by the 
generous gifts and supportive involvement from those who believe in this mission. 

This model of care has worked well for 25 years, enabling Benincasa to provide a nurturing care 
environment and remain financially stable. In 2020 COVID became a reality and the pandemic has 
resulted in Benincasa (and most of the other two bed comfort care homes in the greater Rochester area) 
having to temporarily close its doors. Attempts to re-open have been hindered by a number of factors 
including a Shortage of volunteers and Nurses, and Nursing care cost up 30%. 

Given these challenges, we are returning to our roots and reaching out to wider scope of faith 
communities in an effort to build on our 25-year journey.  First and foremost, we want to extend our 
sincere thanks for the support we have received from the members of your congregations in the past. As 
important, though, is the need to create awareness of our situation and ask for your support. In the 
immediate short term, Benincasa will re-open if you: 

• Volunteer as a caregiver. Four hours a week; flexible schedule; training provided.  Strict COVID 
protocols in place. 

• Help us find nurses.  If you are aware of anyone looking to share their caregiving skills in a warm 
and caring environment, we need. 

o 1 Nursing Director  
o 4 on-call nurses for weekends 
o 4 overnight aides  

• Support our Annual Appeal, a major source of funding that enables our care. 

Benincasa is now targeting a Spring, 2022 re-opening – but this goal will only be possible with a team 
that can provide round-the-clock care for our residents. The Benincasa staff is working diligently to 
successfully reopen and any support you can provide would be appreciated beyond measure. 

Benincasa Board of Directors (3880 Rush Mendon Road  Mendon, New York 14506)(585) 624-8070 
 email: benincasa@benincasainc.org            website: www.beinncasainc.org 
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Youth Update 
I hope that everyone is enjoying their Advent season! The youth have been given daily devotionals to 

help them to participate every day during Advent. For this Advent season, we will be searching for Jesus 
and his promises. We will be hosting a Youth Christmas party on December 19th at 5pm during Youth 
Group. Please keep praying for all youth. If you know of anyone interested in joining, our Youth Group 
meets at 5pm each Sunday during the schoolyear in the basement! Youth Group is for those in grades 6-
12. The more the merrier! ~ Peter Lagueras, Youth Pastor  

 

FISH Food Closet Holiday Plans 
Again this year, we are choosing to help local families have holiday meals by giving them gift cards for 

food instead of baskets filled with holiday foods.  The local families who received the gift cards last year 
were thrilled to be able to have a holiday meal.  They were very excited also to plan their menu for the 
holidays with their own family favorite foods.  We found this was a blessing for the families and for the 
volunteers! The donations that came in last year were very generous, which enabled every family helped 
by the food closet to have a nice holiday meal! Gift cards to HFMP/MMMP, Walmart, Wegmans or Tops 
are welcome.  If you choose to not purchase a gift card but would still like to donate, checks may be made 
out to: FISH Food Closet. Gift cards and checks may be mailed to FISH Food Closet, 153 East Street, 
Honeoye Falls, N.Y. 14472.  

The food closet will continue to collect and give out regular food all year.  Some of the items we are in 
need of are: chunky beef and vegetable soups, canned chicken, canned ravioli, canned stew, cereal, instant 
oatmeal packets, tea, crackers, broth, cranberry juice, grape juice, canned fruit, small boxes of sugar, 
mayo, miracle whip, jams, Kleenex, toilet tissue, dish soap and laundry soap. Food donations may be 
dropped off to a food closet volunteer's porch at 25 Stonefield Place (off of York Street), Honeoye Falls. 

If you need more information, need food or have questions please call the food closet phone number: 
484-7103. Thank you for whatever you are able to do to help! We wish you healthy, happy and fun 
holidays! Volunteers of the FISH Combined Communities Food Closet



Taco Tuesday 
Taco Tuesday will be Tuesday, December 7. 

Set-up will begin at 1pm and cleanup will begin 
around 3:30pm. If you would like to help with 
this ministry, please come to a Mission & 
Outreach meeting or contact Ken Forney!  

Pub Theology  

Pub Theology continues Monday, December 13th 
at 7:00pm, at Flaherty’s. “Beer, conversation & 
God”- all perspectives are welcome. For more 

information contact Duane Thompson.  

Christmas Flowers  
     It's time to think about ordering your 

Christmas plants. Order forms will be available 
November 21 – December 5. Orders and payment 
are due to Jan Connor by December 9th.  

Your plants will be arranged for the 
Christmas Eve service and you're welcome to 
take them home after service or as arranged with 
Jan.  

Orders and payment can also be given to or 
mailed to Jan Connor at: 4 Brigham Circle, 
Honeoye Falls, NY 14472. Call Jan with questions 
at 585-582-6269. 

 

‘Thank You’s!’  
Hello everyone! Thank you for the super 

spooky connections box! I always enjoy the 
tricks and treats, as well as the reminder that my 
church family is still wishing me the best and 
supporting me as I continue to work toward my 
Chemistry PhD. As an update I just passed my 
last candidacy exam, so I am officially a PhD 
candidate with a few more years left to finish my 
thesis!  All of the goodies were greatly 
appreciated as a celebration of this milestone in 
addition to the fall season and enjoyed by my 
friends and me. I hope that you all are doing well, 
and I look forward to visiting next time I am up 
in Rochester. Thank you again, Sarah Forney 

Dear Friends, thank you so much for loaning 
us your tent for our chicken barbeque. We would 
not have been able to have had a successful 
event without it, not to mention it kept our 
volunteers dry during the event! Honeoye Falls-
Lima Mendon Kiwanis Club 

Help Needed 
We are in need of volunteers to help with 

snow removal on the weekends at church, hosts 
for coffee hour, nursery substitutes and 
providing altar flowers. If you are interested, 
please sign-up in the books at church of contact 
the church office!



 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Worship on Zoom or Facebook Live with us! 
Zoom Meeting ID: 817 4202 7997 

Passcode:722620 
If you don't feel well stay home, and come to 

church via Zoom or Facebook Live. 

1 
6:00pm 
Mission & 
Outreach 

2 
7:00pm 
Advent 
Study 

3 4 
10:00 am 
Greening of 
the Church 
5:30 pm – 
Church 
Underground 

5 
9:30am – Sunday School 
10:30am – Worship  
5:00 pm – Youth Group 

6 
 

7 
1:00pm 
Taco 
Tuesday 
7:00pm 
Bell Choir  

8 
 

9 
7:00pm 
Advent 
Study 

10 11 
5:30 pm – 
Church 
Underground 

12 
9:30am – Sunday School 
10:30am – Worship  
5:00 pm – Youth Group 

13 
 7:00pm 
Pub 
Theology 
 

14 
7:00pm 
Bell Choir | 
Operations 

15 
 

16 
7:00pm 
Advent 
Study 

17 18 
5:30 pm – 
Church 
Underground 

19 
9:30am – Sunday School 
10:30am – Worship 
5:00 pm – Youth Group 

20 
7:00pm 
SPRC 

21 
7:00pm 
Bell Choir 

22 
Newsletter 
Deadline 

23 
7:00pm 
Advent 
Study 

24 
7:00pm 
Christmas 
Eve 
Service 

25 

 

26 
9:30am – Sunday School 
10:30am – Worship 
5:00 pm – Youth Group 

27 
7:00pm 
Leadership 
Meeting 
 

28 
7:00pm 
Bell Choir 

29 
 

30 
7:00pm 
Advent 
Study 

31 

 

 

Sunday Volunteers 

December 5 December 12 December 19 December 24 December 26 
Lector: Lynn Shipe 
Greeter: Andy 
Matthews 
Advent Reader: 
Tom Sellman 
Snow Removal: 
Altar Flowers: 
Coffee Hour: 

Lector: Jess 
McMakin 
Greeter: Jan & Bill 
Connor 
Advent Reader: 
Bruce Porter 
Snow Removal: 
Dave Fanton 
Altar Flowers: 
Winans 
Coffee Hour: 
Winans 

Lector: Terri 
Fischetti 
Greeter: Lynn Shipe 
Advent Reader: 
Duane & Marie 
Thompson 
Snow Removal: 
Altar Flowers: 
Coffee Hour: 

Lector: Jan Connor 
Greeter: Dave Fanton 
Advent Reader: The 
Carson Family 
Snow Removal: Rick 
Shipe 
Altar Flowers: 
Christmas Flowers 
 

Lector: Carole 
Eckhardt 
Greeter: Duane & 
Marie Thompson 
Snow Removal: 
Altar Flowers: 
Coffee Hour: 

https://tonyburgess1969.net/2017/12/31/happy-new-years-eve-out-with-2017-in-with-2018/
https://tonyburgess1969.net/2017/12/31/happy-new-years-eve-out-with-2017-in-with-2018/
https://tonyburgess1969.net/2017/12/31/happy-new-years-eve-out-with-2017-in-with-2018/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Prayer Closet 

 

The “Prayer Mail” email address is hfumcprayer@gmail.com. 

If you would like to be added to our prayer chain, please contact the church office. 
 

 

Strength, Healing and Guidance: 
Pastor Samuel and Community UMC (Uganda),  
Upper NY Annual Conference & our church leaders, 
Debbie Bastow, 
Joyce Connor (Bill Connor’s mother), 

Rhett Parham (Carole Eckhardt’s son) 
Evelyn Medici, 
Kate Vadhera (Jill’s Aunt) 

 

Sympathy
The Family of Carolyn Burt, 
The Family of Zachary Zwetsch, 

The Family of Dennis Dunn,  
The Family of Janice Hicks

 

Women and Men Serving Our Country: 
Stephen Battle USA, 
Dennis Bonavilla, 
Joseph Bonavilla, 
Curtis Clark, 
Greg Dewey USN 
Michael Fanton USN, 

Scott Flood USA, 
Jeffrey Krulick, 
Peter J. Lang USMC,  
Douglas Ninkovick, 
Airman Poffard,  
Michael Pullen USA,  

John Rider USAF,  
Tim Rowlinson USA,  
Mike & Charniah Smrekar USN, S 
Steven Tschiderer USA, 
Greg Dewey USN

 

College Students: 
Dom Abraham, 
Anna Cole, 
Henry Cole, 
Acadia Fairchild, 
Ellie Fairchild,  

Megan Forney, 
Sarah Forney, 
Cassie Lyle, 
Liam Lyle, 
Sophie Lyle, 

Emma Vullo, 
Mary Vullo, 
Lawton Watts
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Address Service Requested 

 
 
 
 

 

HONEOYE FALLS 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

31 East Street, Honeoye Falls NY, 14472 

WEEKLY SERVICES 
THE CHURCH UNDERGRUND – SATURDAYS’S AT 5:30 PM 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE AT 10:30 AM 
IN-PERSON, FACEBOOK LIVE AND ON ZOOM 

ZOOM INFO:  
MEETING ID: 810 121 574 | PASSCODE:722620 

TO JOIN BY PHONE: 646-876-9923 
(use same meeting ID & Passcode) 

PASTOR: Christine Mitchell 
pastorchrismitchell.umc@gmail.com | 585-704-5587 

CHURCH OFFICE: Secretary: Jillian Lloyd 
 585-624-3387 | office.hfumc@gmail.com 

Website: www.honeoyefallsumc.org  

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC: Joe Blackburn 585-244-3538 

YOUTH PASTOR: Peter Lagueras 
Peterlagueras@gmail.com 

MINISTERS: EVERY MEMBER OF THE CONGREGATION 

LEADERSHIP TEAM: Duane Thompson 585-739-5427 

 
 Pastor’s Note 
 2022 Pledge Update, Advent Study & M&O 

Needs 
 Note from Benincasa 
 Youth Update, 12-Step Mass, FISH Update 
 Events, Updates & Celebrations 
 Calender of Events & Sunday Servers 
 Prayer Closet 

 

If you no longer wish to receive the Newsletter please 
contact the church office at 624-3387 or 
office.hfumc@gmail.com.  

Thank you! 

“Choose This Day Whom You Will Serve” 

mailto:Peterlagueras@gmail.com

