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Advent, the time of year when we come together and begin to await the coming of 

Christ.  A time, that we so often forget about other than in the church services on 
Sunday morning.  Why celebrate advent, and not just go along our merry way and skip 

right to Christmas! After all, that is the day we all really want to get to.  With the time 
we get to spend with family again, the parties we will be invited to throughout the 

month, and of course the day that God came to live with us here on earth.   

However, Advent is a time of joyous anticipation. I remember when I was pregnant 

with my children, how long of a time that 9 months lasted, but especially towards the 
end when they could come at any moment.  That anticipation was exciting. Maybe there 

was a time in your life, a marriage proposal, the birth of a child, a job offer you knew 
was coming, or maybe a special gift; do you remember how you felt during those times, 

you were excited, nervous, and even scared of what was to come.  I think we can look 
at the season of Advent in the same way. Think about living during the time when Jesus 

was born. There had been so many telling of the coming of the king. To the point that 

the current King Herod, was alerted and wanted this new king to be killed. The fear that 
could put into the people, and yet they were excited, and they were joyful, and they 

knew this baby was special.  

So during this season of Advent, we want to 

remember the peace, hope, joy, and love, that we 
receive from Jesus Christ.  Each which are a great 

representation of who Christ is to us. It is through 
him that we are able to celebrate the great 

anticipation of his coming, that would change the 
world as it was once known.  Remembering Jesus 

is with us today doing the same, only we as his 
people are those who are called to spread the good 

news of Christ’s coming and the joyous 

anticipation it is!   

I challenge each of us, to invite someone new 

to church this month.  Someone whom you think 
has not heard of the great anticipation. Someone 

who you think God is calling to be his child. You may feel uneasy, scared, nervous and 
excited to invite this person. But remember Mary, Joseph and Jesus as a child were 

feeling those same feelings as they were in that Manger on that holy night, when the 

child was born in Bethlehem. 

Pastor Chris 

December 2019 



Advent Devotionals 

“We with all of heaven are gladdened by the good news of the coming 

Christ Child to save us. And, we are blessed to be able to share that joy 

with those around us this Advent season. Excerpts of Nouwen’s writings, 
as well as Scripture passages and original reflections and prayers, inspire 

and encourage readers to live a life of rejoicing in the precious gift of the 
Savior.”  

Devotionals will be available in the fellowship room on the buffet at the 
start of the advent season! 

 

Stewardship 

By now, you should have received the HFUMC 2020 Stewardship letter and pledge 

information in the mail. If you haven’t, please contact our church secretary Jillian Lloyd 
at office.hfumc@gmail.com or call 624-3387. Pledges are a critical part of our planning 

for next year as the operations committee reviews our known expenses and evaluate our 
anticipated resources for the next year. Some of our expectations for next year include 

the following: 
 

1. We plan to meet our commitment to the United Methodist Conference 
through our ministry shares.  

2. We plan to improve and maintain our historic 140-year-old church building 

which includes a recently completed access lift to our finished basement area. 
3. We plan to preserve and maintain our beautiful rare pump organ in our 

sanctuary.  
4. We plan to maintain our parsonage, a home for our Pastor located in 

Honeoye Falls. 
5. We plan to meet our standard monthly expenses required for gas, electric 

and the copier lease to keep our day to day operation going.  
6. We plan to provide salaries for our pastor, secretary, organist, cleaning 

person and nursery attendant. 
7. We plan to pay back a portion of the $40,000 loan borrowed from the 

Hennessey Endowment Fund to cover a portion of the completed accessibility 
addition. 

8. We plan to continue our commitment to improving our Sunday worship 
service, to provide Christian education through Bible studies and Sunday school 

along with continuing mission and outreach projects to support local, national and 

international causes. 
 

Please consider what you can contribute to our 2020 HFUMC Ministry with your 
financial support, time or talents. If you would like more information, contact any 

member of the Operations or Leadership Team.  
A reminder for those who gave through EFT in 2019, you will need to renew your EFT 

authorization annually. 
Bob Winans, rwinans@rochester.rr.com - Operations Committee (Finance/Building & 

Grounds) Chairman and member of the Leadership Team 
  



Mission Trip Opportunity - Flower City Work Camp - April 5-9 

Students grades 7 - 12 are eligible to attend.    

Cost: $150 per youth (family discounts available).  Adults: No Charge 
We as a church are able to send 2.5 youth for every 1 required adult leaders. 

 
Required Leaders: (Applications – Deadline January 17, 2020) 

Register online at: https://www.flowercityworkcamp.org/volunteer-app/ 
• Work Site Leaders – These leaders must be present Sunday evening and all-day 

Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday.   
• Roving Experts – These leaders are adults skilled in one or more major home 

repair areas: electrical, plumbing, carpentry, masonry, roofing, etc. Roving 
Experts are not assigned a particular work site, but are available during Work 

Camp to assist Site Leaders with labor-intensive, skill-specific projects or 
consultations.  Roving Experts must be available Monday, Tuesday, and 

Wednesday of Camp. 
• Sidewalk Club Leaders – These leaders oversee a mini-Vacation Bible School type 

ministry experience that operates alongside Work Sites in City neighborhoods. 

These leaders must be present starting Sunday afternoon and all-day Monday, 
Tuesday, and Wednesday.   

• Agency Support Leaders – Leaders oversee Agency Groups (helping at Heritage 
Christian Service Locations). These leaders must be present Sunday evening and 

all-day Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday.   
• Sport Camp Coaches (Basketball or Soccer) – The Coach works with Work Camp 

teens to help lead skills and scrimmage events at a City-based mini-camp. These 
leaders must be present starting Sunday afternoon and all-day Monday, Tuesday, 

and Wednesday.   
• Overnight Leaders – Each church must submit at least one male overnight leader 

and one female overnight leader for each of the four nights of Work 
Camp.  Different leaders may serve each night, but there must be a minimum of 

one male and one female leader enrolled for camp by the deadline (Only need 
Male, as we only have male youth eligible to attend).   

• Lunch Coordinator – Churches also must provide a Lunch Coordinator to oversee 

providing lunch to at least one site during the three work days of Camp (Monday, 
Tuesday, and Wednesday) 

• Clean Up Volunteer(s) – at the end of the week we need to clean and restore the 
two Host Church locations that host Camp.  These volunteers will assist in a 

variety of ways to clean and reset the churches back to their normal operational 
footing. 

 
Other Leaders (these do not count for our 2.5:1 ratio):  

(Applications – Deadline February 21, 2020) - Register Online at: 
https://www.flowercityworkcamp.org/volunteer-app/ 

• Gofers – support Work Site teams by responding to requests for materials or 
other supplies. Gofer activities include purchasing and delivering materials, moving 

tools or supplies between sites and transporting students as necessary.  All 
purchases are reimbursed within 48 hours. These leaders must serve for the full 

week of Camp. 

https://www.flowercityworkcamp.org/volunteer-app/


 
 

• Kitchen Crew – feed the hundreds of student and adult volunteers who eat 
breakfast and dinner at the Host Churches during the week.  Volunteers can either 

help to prepare and serve meals provided at Home Base or help with the Snack 
Bar in the evenings.  You can schedule your preferred time slot at the end of your 

application. 
• First Aid Workers – Nurses or EMT’s provide 24-hour on-site first aid care in the 

event of injury or illness. These professionals also administer or supervise the 
taking of medications. Duties are spread among several individuals as schedules 

permit. You can schedule your preferred time slot at the end of your application. 
• Security Team – These volunteers provide security and information at Home 

Base each morning, evening and overnight during the week. They help ensure that 
Flower City Work Camp is a positive, nurturing, and safe place in which our 

students serve. 

• Prayer Walk Leaders – these leaders oversee Work Site Teams as they go on a 
daily Prayer Walk in the neighborhood in which they are serving. Prayer Walk 

Leaders make it possible for the students to be bold in prayer as they take a walk 
around the neighborhood, praying for the people and needs they encounter. You 

can schedule your preferred time slot at the end of your application. 
• Merchandise Team – we operate both a snack shop fundraiser and branded 

apparel shop fundraiser in the evenings at Camp.  We need a small group of folks 

to run those retail operations.  It is a great place to interact with the kids. 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve Service 

Join us, December 24, for Christmas 
Eve Service. We will begin at 

7:00pm.

   



Pub Theology  

Pub Theology continues Monday, 
December 9th at 7:00pm, at our new 

meeting place, The Brewery in Honeoye 
Falls! “Beer, conversation & God”- all 
perspectives are welcome. For more 

information contact Duane Thompson. 

 

Taco Tuesday 

Taco Tuesday is scheduled for Tuesday, 
December 10th at 1:30pm! Help us 

spread the word! If you would like to 
help with this ministry, please come 

to a Mission & Outreach meeting or contact 
Ken Forney! 

 

Hanging of the Greens Service  

We are looking for people who are 

interested in having a part in the hanging of 
the Greens service on December 1st. There 

are parts for all ages. At this service we 
would hope to have the Christmas tree 
ready, as well as a couple of small trees for 

the children to decorate. Please let Jillian 
know if you are interested in helping out.  

 

Christmas Flowers 
     It's time to think about ordering your 

Christmas plants. Order forms will be 
included in the weekly bulletins on December 
1st and December 8th. Orders and payment 

are due to Jan Connor by December 15th. 
Your plants will be arranged for the 

Christmas Eve service and you're welcome to 
take them home after service. Your plant will 
be labeled with your name. Someone will be 

there to help with distribution. 
Thank you, Jan 

 

Halloween Connections  

Thank You’s 

HFUMC Family, Thank you so much for 
the Halloween care package! The decorations 

and the treats were fully appreciated by 
everyone in my suite. Thank you for 
continuing to think of me and making my 

Halloween extra spooky! ~Megan Forney 

Hello everyone! Thank you again for the 
connections box! With Halloween being my 

favorite holiday, I always welcome more 
tricks and treats throughout the fall season. 

These connections boxes are always a nice 
reminder that my church family is still 
wishing me the best and supporting me on 

my journey to get a PhD in Chemistry. All of 
the goodies were greatly appreciated and 

enjoyed by my friends and I. I hope to see 
you all on my next visit up to Rochester, and 
I hope that you all are doing well. Thank you 

again, Sarah Forney 

 
 

12/1 - Avery McLaughlin, 
Kennedy Mitchell 
12/2 - Phil Dewey 

12/10 - Jeff Bastow 
12/12 - Liam Lyle 

12/13 - Alexis Zwetsch, Debbie 
Laraway  

12/15 - Keith Knox 
12/18 - Anita Forney 

12/19 - Laurel Dettman 
12/25 - Doug Brooks 

12/6 - Jeff & Jane Endicott  



 

 

  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
9:45am – Adult 
Sunday School 
10:30am – Worship 

11:30am – Mission 
Brunch & Hanging 
of the Greens 

2 

 

3 
7:00pm 
Bell Choir 

4 
7:00pm 
Mission & Outreach 
Meeting 

5 
7:00pm 
Operations 
Meeting 

6 7 

8 
9:45am – Adult 
Sunday School 
10:30am – Worship 
 

9 
7:00pm 
Pub Theology, 
The Brewery 

 

10 
1:30pm 
Taco 
Tuesday 
7:00pm 

Bell Choir 

11 

 
12 
 

13 14 

15  
9:45am – Adult 
Sunday School 
10:30am – Worship 
 

16 
7:00pm  
SPRC Meeting 

17 
7:00pm 
Bell Choir 
 

18  

NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINE 
 

19 20 21 

22 
9:45am – Adult 
Sunday School 
10:30am – Worship 
6:00pm – Blue 

Christmas Service, 
Pinehurst 

Community Room, 
1000 Pine Trail, 
Honeoye Falls 
 

23 
7:00pm 
Leadership 
Meeting 

24 
Christmas 

Eve 
7:00pm 
Worship 

Service 

25 
 

 

26 
 

27 28 

29 

9:45am – Adult 
Sunday School 

10:30am – Worship 

30 
 

31 
New Year’s 

Eve 

 

 
   

Sunday Volunteers 

December 1 December 8 December 15 December 22 December 29 
Greeters: Carole 
Eckhardt & Lynn 

Albright 
Advent Reader: 
Richey Family 
Lector: Jan Connor 

Sound: Chris Hunt 
Hospitality: Mission 
Brunch 

Counters: Sarah 
Mathias & Nancy 
Winans 
Flowers for Altar: 
Connor 

Greeters: Brenda & 
Lee Richey 

Advent Reader: Day 
Family 
Lector: Lynn Shipe 
Sound: Ken Forney 

Hospitality: 
Vullo/Winans 
Counters: Duane 

Thompson & sub 
Flowers for Altar: 
Connor 

Greeters: Mary Conti 
& Jake Pattison 

Advent Reader: 
Shipe Family 
Lector: Carole 
Eckhardt 

Sound: Rick Shipe 
Hospitality: coffee 
only  

Counters: Tom 
Sellman & Bob Winans 
Flowers for Altar: 
Connor 

Greeters: MaryJo 
Stahl & Joe Menear 

Advent Reader: 
McLaughlin Family 
Lector: Sarah Mathias 
Sound: Drew Moore 

Hospitality: 
Mathias/Watts 
Counters: Rick Shipe 

& sub 
Flowers for Altar: 
Christmas Flowers 

Greeters: Duane & 
Marie Thompson 

Lector: Terri Fischetti 
Sound: Sub 
Hospitality: coffee 
only 

Counters: Bob 
Winans & sub 
Flowers for Altar: 

“How many observe Christ's birthday;  
How few his precepts?” 

                                 - Benjamin Franklin 
 



PRAYER CLOSET 

 

 

 

The “Prayer Mail” Email Address is hfumcprayer@gmail.com 

If you notice that you haven’t gotten a prayer email in a while, please check your junk or spam folder to see if 

they went there. Please add the email address in your contact list to ensure delivery in the future. If you think 

you may have been dropped from the list or would like to be added, please note this on the blue cards Sunday 

morning or contact the church office. 
 

Strength, Healing and Guidance: 

Pastor Samuel and Community UMC (Uganda),  

Debbie Bastow, 

Upper NY Annual Conference & our church 

leaders, 

Joyce Connor (Bill Connor’s mother), 

Rhett Parham (Carole Eckhardt’s son),  

Evelyn Medici

 

Sympathy

The Family of John O’Flynn 

(Betsy’s Father-in-Law), 

The Family of Charles Lloyd 

(Jill’s Father-in-Law), 

 

 

The Family of Patty Parham 

Debruin (Carole Eckhardt’s 

Daughter),  

The Family of Sue Laraway 

Barker, 

The Family of Donna McCagg, 

The Family of Paul Helm, 

The Family of Eleanor Wheat, 

The Family of Bonnie 

VanOoyen 

 

 

Women and Men Serving Our Country: 

Stephen Battle USA 

Dennis Bonavilla, 

Joseph Bonavilla, 

Curtis Clark, 

Michael Fanton USN, 

Scott Flood USA, 

Jeffrey Krulick, 

Peter J. Lang USMC,  

Douglas Ninkovick, 

Airman Poffard,  

Michael Pullen USA,  

John Rider USAF,  

Tim Rowlinson USA,  

Mike and Charniah Smrekar 

USN, S 

Steven Tschiderer USA,  

Greg Dewey USN 

 

College Students: 

Acadia Fairchild,  

Willow Finch, 

Clayton Firster, 

Megan Forney, 

Sarah Forney, 

Liam Lyle, 

Sophie Lyle, 

Gwen Peters, 

Madison Sellman, 

Emma Vullo, 

Mary Vullo, 

Lawton Watts 

 
  

mailto:hfumcprayer@gmail.com


 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Address Service Requested 

 
 

 

 

 

HONEOYE FALLS 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

31 East Street Honeoye Falls NY 14472 

WEEKLY SERVICES 
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45AM 

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN 10:15AM 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 10:30 AM 
 

PASTOR: Christine Mitchell 
pastorchrismitchell.umc@gmail.com 

585-704-5587 
 

CHURCH OFFICE: Secretary: Jillian Lloyd 
 585-624-3387 | office.hfumc@gmail.com 

Website: www.honeoyefallsumc.org  
 

Office hours are posted weekly on the 
Church St. door and in the Sunday bulletin. 

 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC: Joe Blackburn 585-244-3538 
 

MINISTERS: EVERY MEMBER OF THE 
CONGREGATION 

 

LEADERSHIP TEAM: Duane Thompson 585-624-1423 
 

 

 

 Pastor’s Note 

 Advent Devotionals & Stewardship 

 Flower City Work Camp – Mission Trip 

 Christmas Eve & Blue Christmas Service 

Information 

 Community News & Celebrations 

 Calender of Events 

 Prayer Closet 
 

If you no longer wish to receive the Newsletter 

please contact the church office at 624-3387 or 

office.hfumc@gmail.com.  

Thank you! 

 

“Choose This Day Whom You Will Serve” 


