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“ We love because he first loved us. Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers 

or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, 
cannot love God whom they have not seen. The commandment we have from him is 

this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.” (1 John 4:19-21) 
 

We love because God first loved us. As we begin the reopening process of the church, 
I want us to think about the different ways we are able to help those who might be still 

struggling. As many businesses have opened, many others have not. There are still 
many who are out there struggling to make ends meet. In addition, with the uncertainty 

of what school is going to look like in the fall, we need to visit different ways we can still 

engage the youth and children of our community. 
Who are those who we are finding to be 

oppressed in our community? Who is it that we 
need to reach out to? Who is it that we need to 

show love to?  
As some of you know there is a new initiative 

in the Genesee Valley District as well as the Upper 
New York Annual Conference called “Imagine No 

Racism”. The focus of this initiative is to have 
conversations and understand what racism is and 

what we can do to change our ways. However, I 
think we could look at this initiative as more than 

being about Racism. It might be better called just 
“isms” or “oppression”. Currently several of us are 

studying “Fear of the Other” by William Willimon. 

Willimon walks us through recognizing who the 
“others” are in our lives. “Others” can be anyone 

who is different than us. When we get out of our comfort zone, we can sometimes look 
at others or our surroundings in a different way.  

So, as we head into August and start thinking about what we might be able to start in 
the fall, I am calling on everyone in our church community to take a look around and 

see who we can help. It might be children, youth, single parents, migrant workers, etc. 
There are so many possibilities which we can use this initiative to help show the love of 

Christ to others. We are called by God to love all of our brothers and sisters, because 
God first showed us how to love. If you have any ideas please feel free to contact myself 

or Ken Forney, Mission and Outreach Chairperson with more information.  
Allow the Holy Spirit to intercede and guide us down a path of Love and 

Righteousness. ~Pastor Chris 
 

  

August 2020 



Dismantling Racism: Pressing on to Freedom 

How did we get here? 

Jim Crow Laws 

Jim Crow Laws were a collection of state and local statutes that legalized 

racial segregation. Named after a Black minstrel show character, the laws (which 
existed for about 100 years, from the post-Civil War era until 1968) were meant 

to marginalize African Americans by denying them the right to vote, hold jobs, 
get an education or other opportunities. Those who attempted to defy Jim Crow 

laws often faced arrest, fines, jail sentences, violence and death.  
Black Codes: The roots of Jim Crow Laws began as early as 1865, immediately 

following the ratification of the 13th Amendment, which abolished slavery in the 

United States. Black codes were strict local and state laws that detailed when, 
where and how formerly enslaved people could work, and for how much 

compensation. The codes appeared throughout the South as a legal way to put 
Black citizens into indentured servitude, to take voting rights away, to control 

where they lived and how they traveled and to seize children for labor purposes. 
The legal system was stacked against Black citizens, with former Confederate 

soldiers working as police and judges, making it difficult for African Americans to 
win court cases and ensuring they were subject to Black codes. These codes 

worked in conjunction with labor camps for the incarcerated, where prisoners 
were treated as enslaved people. Black offenders typically received longer 

sentences than their white equals, and because of the grueling work, often did 
not live out their entire sentence.  

Jim Crow Laws Expand: At the start of the 1880s, big cities in the South were 
not wholly beholden to Jim Crow Laws and Black Americans found more freedom 

in them. This led to substantial Black populations moving to the cities and, as 

the decade progressed, white city dwellers demanded more laws to limit 
opportunities for African Americans. Jim Crow Laws soon spread around the 

country with even more force than previously. Public parks were forbidden for 
African Americans to enter, and theaters and restaurants were segregated. 

Segregated waiting rooms in bus and train stations were required, as well as 
water fountains, restrooms, building entrances, elevators, cemeteries, even 

amusement-park cashier windows. Laws forbade African Americans from living in 
white neighborhoods. Segregation was enforced for public pools, phone booths, 

hospitals, asylums, jails and residential homes for the elderly and handicapped.  
Some states required separate textbooks for Black and white students. New 

Orleans mandated the segregation of prostitutes according to race. In Atlanta, 
African Americans in court were given a different Bible from white people to 

swear on. Marriage and cohabitation between white and Black people was strictly 
forbidden in most Southern states. It was not uncommon to see signs posted at 

town and city limits warning African Americans that they were not welcome 

there.  
Jim Crow in the North: The North was not immune to Jim Crow-like laws. Some 

states required Black people to own property before they could vote, schools and 
neighborhoods were segregated, and businesses displayed “Whites Only” signs . 

After World War II, suburban developments in the North and South were created 
with legal covenants that did not allow Black families, and Black people often 

https://www.history.com/news/blackface-history-racism-origins
https://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war/american-civil-war-history
https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/thirteenth-amendment
https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/black-codes
https://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war/confederate-states-of-america


found it difficult or impossible to obtain mortgages for homes in certain “red-
lined” neighborhoods. 

When Did Jim Crow Laws End?: The post-World War II era saw an increase in 
civil rights activities in the African American community, with a focus on 

ensuring that Black citizens were able to vote. This ushered in the civil rights 
movement, resulting in the removal of Jim Crow laws. 

Resources for self-discovery and community engagement are 
everywhere. Here are a few suggestions. Lynn Shipe 

www.umcjustice.com - Dismantling Racism: July 1 Town Hall 
www.unyumc.org www.history.com www.mcls.org  www.pbs.org  

Books: 
Across That Bridge: Life lessons and a vision for Change by John Lewis 

Walking with the Wind: A Memoir of the Movement by John Lewis 
Stamped: racism, antiracism & you by Jason Reynolds 

Waking Up White: And Finding Myself in the Story of Race by Debby Irving 

The Immortal Life of Henrietta Laks by Rebecca Skaloot 
The Butler: A Witness to History by Wil Haygood 

The Twelve Tribes of Hattie by Ayana Mathis 
The Origin of Others by Morrison, Toni 

Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison 1952 (1995 paperback) 
Graphic Novel: March by John Lewis - 3 volumes  

TV: CNN - United Shades of America 
Movies: Get in the Way (John Lewis) 2020 

Green Book 2019 Loving (vs. Virginia) 2017 
Podcasts: WTD (We Talk Different)  

Connections with Evan Dawson – Discussing sensitivity and over sensitivity when 
it comes to entertainment, July 9, 2020 (Golden Girls) 

 

Updates from FISH Food Cupboard 

Thank you for all your support and donations to the food closet during the pandemic! 

We have had amazing donations of cash, gift cards, volunteer hours and food! We live in 
one of the best caring and generous communities! We are truly blessed!  

At the present time the food closet is low on canned vegetables, fruit, 

chunky soups, drink mixes (lemonade, ice tea), mayo, ketchup, baked 
beans, children's snacks, liquid hand soap, shampoo and laundry 

detergent. 
Donations may be dropped off at 153 East Street, HF on the front porch anytime or 

call 624-3057 for donation pick-ups. Donations of gift cards to HFMP, Family Dollar 
Store, Walmart and Wegmans are welcomed. Checks may be made out to FISH Food 

Closet, and mailed or delivered to 153 East Street, Honeoye Falls. 
There are no staff at the food closet daily, but phone calls may be received Monday-

Friday. For information or to arrange a donation pick-up please call 624-3057. If you or 
someone you know needs food (and lives in Honeoye Falls, Mendon or West 

Bloomfield) please call 484-7103 (FISH Answering Service) Monday - Friday 8 
AM - 4PM. THANK YOU! ~Volunteers of the Friends in Service Here Combined 

Communities Food Closet 

  

https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/civil-rights-movement
https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/civil-rights-movement
http://www.umcjustice.com/
http://www.unyumc.org/
http://www.history.com/
http://www.mcls.org/
http://www.pbs.org/
javascript:;


Thank you’s! 

Thank you all for the surprise card, gift bag of note paper and daily devotional books, 

and plant delivered by Jan and Bill Connor the other night. It was very thoughtful of you 

all. Your kindness, phone calls, and continued prayer are truly appreciated, as Mom 
continues this battle with pain she is fighting. Sincerely, Fae and Carolyn Burt 

 

Hi to all my friends at H.F.U.M.C., I would like to thank each of you for the many nice 
gifts for my birthday. That was so nice and a big surprise! Also, really enjoyed the visit 

with Rev. Chris and Jan. It was great to be remembered as I’ve been gone so long. I 
never forgot any of you, and always ask God to Bless each of you in my prayers. I am 

doing well here, but would rather be back there if I was able to be on my own. So, this 

is the next best, and the choice I made. I miss Paul so much after 71 years of marriage, 
it was most of my life. We traveled a lot, but Honeoye Falls is where we were both 

happy, and especially with the church. So many lovely people and a nice village. God 
has sure been good to us, and I give thanks each day for the many, many 

blessings. Also, I wanted to thank each of you for being so thoughtful and kind to 
remember me in such a nice way. I appreciate your prayers. Take care and God Bless 

each of you, Kathy Helm 

 

  

Thank you note from Mary Cariola! 



Celebrate!  

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS… 
8/3 - Christine Hodkinson 

8/8 - Ray McCagg, Fae Burt 

8/11 - Debbie Bastow 
8/12 - Ken Forney 

8/13 - Jack Bielicki & CJ Lloyd 
8/16 - Lynn Shipe 

8/27 - Carl Vullo, Karen Dunn 
8/31- Shirley Menear, Pastor Chris Mitchell 

 

AND ANNIVERSARIES… 
8/9 – Jim & Lisa Kanaley 

8/10 – Walt & Carole Eckhardt 
8/16 - Walt & Sarah Mathias 

8/23 - Mark Fairchild & Lisa Reniff 
8/28 – Chad & Libby Day 

(Happy 10-year anniversary!) 

 



 August  

 

  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 

 

2 

10:30am – Worship 

Service on Zoom 
https://us02web.zoom.u
s/j/810121574 
Meeting ID: 810 121 574 
Communion Sunday - 
bring your own bread & 
juice 

3 
 

4 
 

5 
10:30am – 
Coffee & 
Devotionals with 
Pastor Chris 
6:00pm 
Mission & 
Outreach 
Meeting 

6 
7:00pm 

“Fear of the 
Other” Study 
with Pastor Chris 

7 8 

9 

10:30am – Worship 
Service on Zoom 
https://us02web.zoom.u
s/j/810121574 
Meeting ID: 810 121 574 

10 
7:00pm 
Pub 
Theology 

11 

7:00pm 
Operations 
Meeting 

12 
10:30am – 
Coffee & 
Devotionals with 
Pastor Chris 

 

13 
7:00pm 
“Fear of the 
Other” Study 
with Pastor Chris 

14 

 

15 

16 
10:30am – Worship 
Service on Zoom 
https://us02web.zoom.u
s/j/810121574 
Meeting ID: 810 121 574 

17 
7:00pm  
SPRC 
Meeting 
 

18 
7:00pm 
Operations 
Working 
Meeting at 
the Church 

19 

10:30am – 
Coffee & 
Devotionals with 
Pastor Chris  

20 

NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINE 
 

21 22 
 

23 

10:30am – Worship 

Service on Zoom 
https://us02web.zoom.u
s/j/810121574 
Meeting ID: 810 121 574 
 

24 
7:00pm 

Leadership 
Meeting 
 

25 
 

26 
10:30am – 
Coffee & 
Devotionals with 
Pastor Chris 

27 
 

28 29 

30 
10:30am – Worship 
Service on Zoom 

https://us02web.zoom.u
s/j/810121574 
Meeting ID: 810 121 574 

 

31      

Sunday Volunteers 

August 2 August 9 August 16 August 23 August 30 

Lector: Jan Connor Lector: Carole Eckhardt Lector: Terri Fischetti Lector: Marie Thompson Lector: Carl Vullo 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/810121574
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/810121574
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/810121574
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/810121574
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/810121574
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/810121574
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/810121574


Prayer Closet 

 

 
 

The “Prayer Mail” email address is hfumcprayer@gmail.com. 

If you would like to be added to our prayer chain, please contact the church office. 
 

Strength, Healing and Guidance: 
Pastor Samuel and Community UMC 

(Uganda),  
Upper NY Annual Conference & our church 

leaders, 

Debbie Bastow, 

Joyce Connor (Bill Connor’s mother), 
Rhett Parham (Carole Eckhardt’s son) 

Evelyn Medici 
 

Sympathy

The Family of Paul Helm, 
The Family of Eleanor Wheat, 

The Family of Bonnie VanOoyen, 
The Family of Nicki DiBella 

 

Women and Men Serving Our Country: 

Stephen Battle USA, 
Dennis Bonavilla, 

Joseph Bonavilla, 

Curtis Clark, 
Greg Dewey USN 

Michael Fanton USN, 

Scott Flood USA, 
Jeffrey Krulick, 

Peter J. Lang USMC,  

Douglas Ninkovick, 
Airman Poffard,  

Michael Pullen USA,  

John Rider USAF,  
Tim Rowlinson USA,  

Mike & Charniah Smrekar USN, S 

Steven Tschiderer USA

 

College Students: 
Acadia Fairchild,  

Willow Finch, 
Clayton Firster, 

Megan Forney, 

Sarah Forney, 

Liam Lyle, 
Sophie Lyle, 

Gwen Peters, 

Madison Sellman, 

Emma Vullo, 
Mary Vullo, 

Lawton Watts

  

“A single sunbeam is enough to drive away many shadows.” 

 - St. Francis of Assisi 

mailto:hfumcprayer@gmail.com


 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Address Service Requested 

 
 

 

 

 

HONEOYE FALLS 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
31 East Street, Honeoye Falls NY, 14472 

WEEKLY SERVICES 
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:30AM 

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN 9:45AM 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 10:30 AM 
 

PASTOR: Christine Mitchell 

pastorchrismitchell.umc@gmail.com 

585-704-5587 
 

CHURCH OFFICE: Secretary: Jillian Lloyd 

 585-624-3387 | office.hfumc@gmail.com 

Website: www.honeoyefallsumc.org  
 

Office hours are posted weekly on the 
Church St. door and in the Sunday bulletin. 

 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC: Joe Blackburn 585-244-3538 
 

MINISTERS: EVERY MEMBER OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

LEADERSHIP TEAM: Duane Thompson 585-739-5427 

 
 

 Pastor’s Note 

 Enough is Enough 

 “Fear of the Other” Study, Update on 

Reopening, Thank You & Rush UMC offers 

community discussions 

 Calender of Events & Celebrations 

 Prayer Closet 
 

If you no longer wish to receive the Newsletter 

please contact the church office at 624-3387 or 

office.hfumc@gmail.com.  

Thank you! 

 

“Choose This Day Whom You Will Serve” 


