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A love letter to you! 
 

Dearly beloved human, who used to come around our church a lot but now doesn’t, mostly, 

We are not okay without you. 

I know it looks otherwise. If you’re following us on Facebook or reading our newsletter, you probably believe 

we’re fine. God keeps us doing amazing stuff in and through us and loving our life together. That’s all 

true. Zebulon Church is still Zebulon Church; the atmosphere and the people you fell in love with haven’t 

changed. 

Except that we have, because you’re not here. And what I want to say, without pressing you to feel one iota of 

guilt, is that we really wish you were. Here are my three best reasons why: 

 

1. Zebulon United Methodist Church is about helping people know for sure that God loves them, which some 

folks among us have a hard time believing. The only way we can prove it is by being here ourselves. Every 

single time we show up, just by putting our bodies in proximity to each other, we are communicating accep-

tance and community and love. It’s the easiest act of kindness we ever do: sharing love by simply being 

here together. When you were here, you were helping us with that, and we appreciated it so much. I’m worried 

we never told you how important it was. 

 

2. When you were here, you shared significant parts of your life with us, and we feel responsible in no small 

way for your health and wholeness. It’s not that we have a messiah complex – or maybe we do, because we are, 

after all, the body of Christ. We say we exist to “help people in need,” and insofar as you were (are?) one, we 

intended to be of actual help. And now you’re gone, and we don’t really know how you’re doing, and that wor-

ries us. We still pray for you. We still give thanks for your amazing and beautiful life, and we still worry 

about how easy it is for you to think otherwise if no one is around to tell you the truth about that. We wish 

you’d come back so we could tell you to your face. 

 

3. Because the thing is, we love you. I know it’s weird; in some important ways we barely knew you. But no-

body crosses the threshold of Zebulon United Methodist Church by accident; we have learned to respect the 

deeply felt reasons each person brings, and we have learned to love people for their vulnerabilities and broken-

ness. So when we don’t see you, it hurts – not because we need your body in a pew, or because our numbers are 

falling (they’re actually not; there are always new people coming around). It hurts because losing a part of 

your body hurts. It hurts because letting go of someone you care about hurts. It hurts because we love 

you. You can stay away, but you can’t make us love you less. 

 

This is a letter I want to print and put in the mailbox with your address and a stamp on it. But I won’t, because there’s 

just no way to unattach it from the potential for shame. That is the very last thing we want for you (see #3 above). So 

how do we convey that we’re not okay without you, and that we would love to see you and catch up on your life and 

welcome you the way God has welcomed all of us? How do we communicate how good that would feel to us, how grate-

ful we would be, to you and to God? 

 

Maybe this letter is the best we can do. And if our People-Whisperer God whispers you back to us, in such a subtle 

way that you’ll think it was  your idea, we’ll be ready to receive you with open arms. And then we’ll all be better to-

gether. 

 

Our  love to you.,    Clyde and the people of ZUMC. 

 

 

 

 

October  Anniversaries 

2 Doug & Karen Grygiel 

10 Thurwood & Janice Parrish 

16 Mike & Terri Lewis 

31 Tommy & Fay Brown 

October Sanctuary Flowers 

2nd Dorothy Morgan 

9th Linda Johnson 

16th Deal 

23rd Kennemur  

30th Jimmy & Ruth Joyner 

October Birthdays 

1 Fay Brown 

6 Jim Matias 
Randi Chalfant 

7 Patricia Paschall 

8 Jackson Bailey 
Anna Maria Pulley 

10 Chuck Kennemur 

12 Bryanna Schug 
Oscar Tyson 
Henry Morgan 

14 Edwin Hedgpeth 
Dorothy Morgan 

15 Tracy Brown 

16 Gina Windley 

17 Cristi Eakes 
Frankie Pulley 

18 Margarita Tucker 
David Tuck 

19 Anthony Rasmussen 

22 Vicki Hartrich 

24 Jacob Bouren 

27 Tom Renken 

28 Mary Bailey 

31 Donnie Pearce 



Fall Festival Changes 
As chairpersons of the Fall Festival we strive to make each year a little better. As we hear concerns 
each year we work to make those areas better, if at all possible. We have heard concerns for a couple 
of years now in two areas and we wanted to share with you the changes we are making to improve 
these areas before the day of Fall Festival. 
The first change will be made in the Bake Shop. We’ve had concerns about all the baked goods 
under the tables with people’s names on them and then other shoppers don’t have the opportunity 
to purchase them. It is causing some confusion and disappointments.  
So, we will not be doing presales in the bake shop this year. So once you drop off your baked goods 
on Friday, no one will be allowed to purchase them until 8:00 AM the next morning. If someone has 
asked you to bake something in particular for them, we encourage you to please bake it and sell it to 
them before Fall Festival and then you can donate the money to the bake shop.  
The second area of change will be made in the way we sell leftovers on the Sunday after Fall 
Festival. Some years we have lots of BBQ, Chicken, Slaw, and Potatoes left over, and other years 
very little or we sell out. Last year was one of those years that we had a lot of food left over and 
there was a mad dash to purchase it before it was gone. Of course, that just tells you how good our 
food is – right? 
So, this is what we are going to do. We will have a sign-up sheet in the Fellowship Hall for you to 
put your name down to purchase the leftovers. Based on the number of people that sign up, and 
how many pints of BBQ, Slaw, Potatoes and chicken halves we have left, will determine the amount 
you will be able to purchase on Sunday. The kitchen crew will figure out how many of each item is 
left Saturday evening and how it will be divided up for you to purchase on Sunday, if we have food 
left. This way each person gets a chance to have some of our delicious BBQ to take home and put in 
their freezer and hopefully no disappointments! 
We appreciate all the hard work that the people of ZUMC put into Fall Festival each year. We could-
n’t do this without you, and we hope you will appreciate the improvements we are making to Fall 
Festival as well. 
Thank you! 
Jim and Trish Deal, Darrell and Patty Jones, Jim and Terry Matias 

 
 

33rd Annual Fall Festival 2016 
Saturday, October 22th 

8:00 AM: Coffee and Doughnuts will be available in the Fellowship Hall for Volunteers 
8:00 AM-2:00 PM: Bake Shop, Country Store, Craft Room, Plant Shop, Silent Auction 

11:00 AM-2:00 PM: Children's Activities (bouncing castle, if weather permits) 
11:00 AM-Until: BBQ Chicken or Pork Dinners $8 a plate 

(hot dogs available from 11:00 am – 1:00 pm) 
3:00-5:00 PM: Live Auction (Signed Sports Memorabilia, Orthodontic Braces, Original 
signed painting by Leonid Afremov, Bob Timberlake print, Apple Watch (series 2), and 

the list goes on.) 
 

Fun for the whole family - Come out and have a great time! 

Head Usher 

                        Charles Corbett 
  2nd…………...Rexann Durham, Anthony & Kathy Rasmussen 

   9th……….…...Lew Gurkin, Lynn Butler, Cristi Eakes 

 16th………..…..Gordon & Cindy Privette, Anna Elonge 

23rd ……..…..…Doug Grygiel, Cyndi Christopher & Jane Strickland 

 30th……….….David, Caroline and Hailey Tuck 

Fall Festival Info: 
We are less than two weeks away from our 33rd Annual Fall Festival and there is a lot to do! If you haven’t 
signed up to help, please go by the narthex and sign up today! There is a place for everyone to help! 
We still need items for both the silent and live auctions. Darrell and Patty Jones are chairing the auction this 
year, so if you have items for either auction please speak with one of them. We will have the orthodontic 
braces from Dr. Brunk & Laster, so come prepared to bid on these and the many other items we will have 
available. Please spread the word for others to join us as well!  
As always, we need Crafts for the Craft Room, items for the Country Store, Baked Goods for the Bake 
Shop, and Desserts for the BBQ plates. Please bring your items for the Craft Room and Bake Shop priced 
to sell. The desserts for the BBQ plates should be cut and individually wrapped.  
Please bring any items for Fall Festival to the church by Friday, October 21st. We will be at the 
church all day setting up.  
Flyers and posters are also in the Fellowship Hall, please pick up as many as you would like to place in and 
around your place of business to help us advertise. If you have not picked up BBQ tickets to sell, please see 
us before or after church each Sunday in the Fellowship Hall, or you may call Darrell and Patty Jones at 
home to make arrangements to get tickets, or stop by the church office and see David. Also, if you have 
picked up tickets for presale, please turn your money into us as soon as you can, as well as any chicken and 
pig donations you are making. 
Remember, Saturday October 22nd is the day we all come together and show the community what our con-
gregation can do to glorify GOD, so let’s not disappoint them! 
Thank you for all you do and let us know if you have any questions. 
 
Jim and Trish Deal 919-435-0544 
Darrell and Patty Jones 919-269-5851 
Jim and Terry Matias 919-608-9445 



Okay, put those finishing touches on your crafts for the Craft 
Room and have them to the church between 10 am and 7 pm 
on Friday, Oct. 21st so they can be priced and arranged on the 
tables.  The Craft Room is the Wesley Fellowship Sunday 
School Classroom behind the sanctuary.  Remember to label 
your items with your initials/name and price them.  Let us know 
if the price is firm or can be lowered.  Any items not labeled will 
re-appear next year!  Those labeled that do not sell will be in 
the Wesley Fellowship Class and you can pick them up after 2 
pm on Saturday or Sunday morning.  Thanks so very much for 
all your support and handmade items.  ! You Do Make a  
DIFFERENCE !!! 
  
We appreciate all you do to make the Craft Room a success! 
  
Debbie Beavers 
Anna Corbett 

 

Saturday, October 15th 

Zebulon Country Club 
 

 

Not since Arnold Palmer winning the masters in 

Augusta in 1964 has their ever been an event as 

exciting as the ZUMC Preschool “Fore the Kids” 

tournament and you can be apart of this historical 

event! 

Forms are now located at the back of the sanctuary 

for your team signups and sponsorships.  

 

~Play for a chance to win a 2016 Chevy Camaro 

 ~a $5000 putting contest 

~Plus longest drive and closest to the pin! 

A LOT of really great prizes this year 

So please help the kids! 



      Wednesday Night Family Servers: 

 

               5th:        No WNF due to FF preparation 

     12th:      Brenda Pulley & Dorothy Morgan 

      19th:      No WNF due to Fall Festival Preparation 
               26th:      Mike & Sharon Powers 

        5th NO WNF 

        12th 
 

Chicken Pastry, green beans, yams 
*Kids* Chicken Nuggets, green beans, peach cups 

        19st 
 

NO WNF 

        26th 
 

Veggie soup, Assorted Sandwiches, chips 
*Kids* Chicken noodle, grilled cheese and chips 

      ***27th*** 
Methodist Men 

            BBQ Chicken, potatoes, green beans  

It's Fair Time!!!!!  On October 18th,  Senior Day, the 
Fun Lovers will travel to the NC State Fair.  We will 
leave church at 8:15am, enjoy a free breakfast and 
entertainment at Dorton Arena from 9-10:30am and 
then enjoy the sights and sounds of the fair.  We 
hope you will plan to go with us.  Please sign up in 
the Fellowship Hall or call me (919-269-9534) to re-
serve your seat on the bus. 

BackPack Buddies (BpB) 
 
The ZUMC was at risk of losing the BpB Program this month due to lack of volunteer 

support and space allocation. The space allocation issue has been resolved. Now we 

need to look at our volunteer base. This is a wonderful mission for our church. We are 

feeding kids on the weekend that have no other source of food. The children are selected 

by the school social workers who completely understand the needs of the child. They are 

only the top (or bottom however you look at it) 7% of the children that are on free or 

reduced lunches. We might as well refer to these children as weekend orphans. If you 

have not done so at this point, write “BPB” on the back of your attendance cards indicat-

ing your desire to work with this program. When properly staffed this will take about 

one hour of your time, once a month. All packing is done at the Mission House, 114 W. 

Sycamore St, Zebulon. The following is our packing schedule:  

First week of the month: Wed at 3PM 

Second week of the month: Wed at 6:30 PM 

Third week of the month: Wed at 1PM 

Last week of the month: Wed at 6:30PM 

Please indicate “BPB” on the back of your attendance card and we will contact you re-

garding your time preference.  Sincerely, Cheryl Crumpler and Sue Russo 

 

 

There is no cost to ZUMC for this 

program, we only need volun-

teers!!



All Saints Sunday  
               November 6th  
 
 
On All Saints Sunday, we re-
joice in the eternal salvation of 
our departed loved ones in 
Christ.  Specifically in wor-
ship, we will name and remem-
ber our church members (AND 
family of church  
members) who have passed since  
November 3rd, 2015.  To make our  
remembrance and celebration special, we ask each family to call  
the office by Wednesday, November 2nd, with your loved one’s 
name to be printed in the bulletin and to have a candle lit in their 
memory which the church will provide.  With our preparation, 
we pray to make our November Communion of the Saints a day 
to remember and cherish. 
 


