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Now the Lord said to Abram, "Go from your country and your kindred and your
father's house to the land that I will show you. I will make you a great nation, and
I will bless you. ….I will bless those who bless you, and in you all the families of
the earth will be blessed." Genesis 12:1-3
God's people, from Abraham on, have had to be people willing to travel. When God came and offered
his blessing and covenant to Abraham, the first condition was that Abraham must be willing to pull up his
tent stakes and move to a land that God would show him, The "Promised Land". But why? Why was God
determined to make Abraham leave the perfectly good, fruitful, familiar land of Haran to go sojourn in a
strange land and foreign place? There are probably many more reasons, but I can think of at least three.
First, God wanted to be Abraham's main "resource". When the tests of faith came his way, Abraham
might have too easily turned to his Daddy, his family, and his own "familiar place", rather than to turn to
God for help.
Secondly, there is an aspect of the life of faith that transforms people into "strangers in this world". St.
Paul calls us "citizens of Heaven" and "strangers and aliens", or "sojourners" in this land. Abraham
needed to learn that God was preparing a "better place" for him. Haran, though comfortable, had become
"strange" because of God's covenant.
And last, but not least, Abraham became a witness, one who could testify to God's goodness to the current
residents of the Promised land, who were not aware that they were potential recipients of God's blessing if
they would but offer hospitality to God's covenant son, Abraham and his family. We, Methodist people of
faith, are "Itinerant", "people on the move", sojourners who are willing to go when and wherever God
calls. We are learning to depend more on God's supply and less on our own resources. We are learning to
think of ourselves more as citizens of Heaven than residents of a particular city. We are "alien ones" who
are really looking for another home, a place Jesus is preparing for us. We are witnesses of God's
goodness. We want everyone in Chatham County to know about God's love and invitation to be part of
His Heavenly family.
My wife and I come with joy to Zebulon as sojourners, thankful for the time God is giving us with you,
and excited about the next chapter of our story in Jesus. We are confident of God's presence, blessing, and
covenant provision. Thank you for your welcome to ZUMC, your faithfulness to God, and your love for
us so far. May God lead us all and give us a great adventure together!
Love to you all,

~Clyde and Leigh

