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There he was tempted for forty days by the devil... Luke 4:2
I know we just put the Christmas decorations away, but Easter falls early this year ( April 16). So, Lent is upon us,
beginning with our Ash Wednesday service on March 1 at 7pm. We will walk our way through Lent with brief
services of meditation by one of you and Holy Communion each Wednesday evening leading up to Holy Week. I
hope you will join us and support one another. Following is a wonderful meditation on the Temptation of Jesus by
Reverend Jennifer M. Ginn to help us begin our contemplation.
Writer Eudora Welty often sets her characters outside of their communities, in situations that cloud their remembering and put their identities to the test. In "A Visit of Charity," 14 year old Marian pays a visit to an "Old Ladies'
Home" to fulfill her Campfire Girl requirements. Alone in a room with two elderly women, she becomes disoriented and tongue-tied; she is completely out of her element. "Did you come to be our little girl for a while?" one
old woman asks. And when the other woman asks her, "Who are you?," Marian cannot remember. Her story is
lost, and so is she. Out in the wilderness with the devil, Jesus risks losing himself too. All the devil's questions
have the same core challenge: Who are you? No matter that in the preceding chapter Luke has had Jesus baptized
and identified by a voice from heaven as the Son, the Beloved. No matter that Luke's "orderly account' (1:3) has
just traced the genealogy of Jesus through David, Jacob, Noah, Adam, and Adam's creator, the one God. In these
40 days with the devil, Jesus is alone, out of place, weakened by hunger. But once filled with the Holy Spirit, he
finds his stockpile of stories richly intact and available. The proclaimed word is near him, on his lips and in his
heart.
And tell the story he does. In a most seductive voice, the devil says, "If you are the Son of God," make yourself a
feast from this stone. Or better yet, take a dive from the temple heights. After all, he croons, the angels will "bear
you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone." Jesus quotes the stories and claims his identity within
them, standing his ground. Luke cautions us, however, that the devil will be back.
Now we enter the wilderness of Lent once again - wandering but expectant, knowing what is to come yet still on
edge, anticipating the lonely walk. The journey can be disorienting. Its needful contrast to the bounty and briskness of our lives proves distasteful to many. We go with the Spirit in us, as Jesus did. But the devil continues to
watch for an opportune time. When he reminds us of our power to put behind us the way of contemplation and to
cast our eyes away from the starkness of the cross, the real question is "Who are you?" May the stories of the faith
refresh us along the way, for they are the word that is near us, on our lips and in our hearts. May the Spirit make
us certain of the resurrection and new life that awaits us, and may that certainty strip the tempter of his power.
(Jennifer M. Ginn is a pastor at St. John's Lutheran Church in Salisbury, North Carolina. This was copied from
Christian Century magazine, February 24, 2004 page 20)
Grace and Peace be with you all,
~Clyde
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Darrell & Patty Jones
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Brad & Meredith Homlotis
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Family of Barbara Jones
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Tammy Zukoski
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Open

Youth Spaghetti Dinner
Friday February 17th from 6pm until
8pm
Tickets are $8.00 per person
Children are $4.00
Kids 5 and under are free
Come out and support the youth
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Patricia Roberson
Leap Year Baby

Eastern Wake Relay for Life--May 19th - 20th
ZUMing Toward A Cure is moving forward in the annual East Wake
Relay for Life for the American Cancer Society, which will be held
May19th-20th at the Mudcats Stadium.
The team captains are Anna Corbett and Alice Harris. We are inviting
the entire congregation to participate, including all those who have battled cancer and those who have loved ones who have faced that battle
as
well as team members.
More information to follow in the next several months.

WEDNESDAY EVENING BIBLE
STUDY! We would like to invite families to join
ZUMC for Wednesday Night Family. Bring your
family for dinner starting at 6:00 pm. Parents can
stay for bible study while your children and youth
go downstairs for their program from 6:30-8:00.
Your children will be participating in Children's
Choir/Music, Bible Lessons, Crafts and Playtime. Please make sure to sign up for
WNF by way of the little pink papers in the pew or call the church office by noon
Tuesday. If you need to cancel, call the church office, 269-9408, by 12 noon Tuesday
or you will be expected to pay for the meal you ordered. The cost of the meal is $6.00
per person, children 6-10 are $2.50 and 5 and under eat for free. The family maximum
is $15.00.

Dinner Menus for February
1st

Hamburger Steak, Loaded Mashed Potatoes
Salad and rolls
*Kids* Hamburger and Fries

8th

Hot Dogs, Baked Beans
Coleslaw & Chips
*Kids* Hotdogs and Chips

15th
It’s time to clear out the old stuff and donate it to the ZUMW’s Flea Market and Bake Sale. The first
Saturday in March is always the BIG SALE! Mark your calendar for March 4th. Items can be brought
to the Fellowship Hall that week before and pricing and sorting will take place on Thursday and Friday.
If you can help us sort and price, please join us! Please, have all contributions to the church by noon on
Friday. If you need help with large items (furniture, outdoor equipment, etc.) please contact Anna Corbett (919-269-9315) and she can help make arrangements. Please bring any baked items on Friday or by
7 am on Saturday. The Flea Market opens at 7AM and breakfast items (juice, ham or sausage biscuits
and coffee) will be for sale, so come join us for breakfast. Come and find a treasure and/ or home baked
goodies before noon when we close. We appreciate your donations, help and support!
The Zebulon United Methodist Women.

22nd
Thursday 23rd
Methodist Men

BBQ Porkloin, Potatoes
Green Beans and Rolls
*Kids* Chicken Nuggets, Green Beans, Mashed Potatoes
Chili w/Beans, Assorted Sandwiches & Chips
*Kids* Toasted Cheese Sandwich
Baked Chicken, Rice and Gravy
Corn & Lima Beans, Rolls
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More information to follow in
The Fun Lovers will meet on Tuesday, February 14 at
11:30 for lunch, fellowship and to plan activities for 2017 next several months.
in our Fellowship Hall. Please bring a dish to share.
Dessert will be provided. We welcome new members!!!
Call Anna Corbett 919-269-9534 if you have questions.

February Greeters
5th

9:00 am
11:00 am

Thurwood and Janice Parrish
K.C. and Debbie Beavers

12th

9:00 am
11:00 am.

Tom Evans
Charles and Anna Corbett

19th

9:00 am
11:00 am

Tom Evans
Robert and Kay Pulley

26th

9:00 am
11:00 am

Thurwood and Janice Parrish
Brent and Sonya Boykin
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