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 On the back side of the Hoffman farm where my folks built our little house, there was, at some distant time past, a 

thriving Native American village.  One lone walnut tree stood in the of a plowed field just east of our house and 

yard.  I must have been 3 or 4 years old when my Grandpa Arthur towed me in my rusty wagon around that walnut 

tree dropping green and yellow husked nuts around my legs.  Then every once in a while, he'd bend down and pick 

up a flat stone, rub the red Carolina clay away, and hand me an arrowhead for my collection.  Most were chipped and 

imperfect, suggesting this was a village site where youngins like me learned to shape the small points, guided by eld-

ers perhaps for a thousand years before I arrived and began collecting. 

Once I grew a bit more, I began searching in earnest for the arrowheads all over our farm, and learned that I could 

find them everywhere, invisible to most, but obvious once I knew what to look for.  I still have several boxes of the 

best ones I have saved to pass on to my boys and future grandchildren. 

 

I remembered this part of my childhood as I began my reflections on the Christmas Story.  Yes, it is time again to 

walk through the Nativity Cycle of the Gospel we hold dear.  In particular, I think we need to watch for the many 

details of the story that point to God's incredible love and preference for the Underdog.  Like those arrowheads, al-

most every page of our Bible holds evidence that God loves everyone, but almost always picks the most unexpected, 

unimpressive people for the starring roles in his story.  Think back to Genesis - Abel rather than Cain, Isaac rather 

than Ishmael, Jacob instead of Esau, Joseph the runt.  Little David whips Goliath, terrified Gideon leads Israel's lib-

eration, weirdoes like Jonah and Hosea speak God's Word when no one wants to listen, and little Bethlehem, Eph-

rathah, the least among the tribes gives home to the most momentous birth in human history (Micah 5:2)! 

 

The whole of the Christmas Story is a testament that God is not impressed by human greatness, and chooses instead 

to lift up and honor simple faith in humble people.  Our God prefers those we too often discredit and dismiss. 

      - God picks a quiet handmaid to bear our Savior; 

      - God selects Joseph, a carpenter, to provide a home for the Architect of the Universe; 

      - God announces Jesus' birth first to foreigners and shepherds, the lowest classes of folk anywhere; 

      - And Jesus' birth is attended by donkeys and oxen rather than generals on  warhorses and statesmen in carriages. 

 

Christmas is God's proclamation to all humanity that pride has no place in His family.  Incarnation is always about 

the Divine taking for its dwelling, common imperfect flesh, and that if we have heard the Good News and faith has 

come to us, then the Christmas Miracle has occurred again.  God has chosen to live in a humble house indeed! 

This Christmas Season, train your eyes upon the story of Jesus' Nativity and count the signs of God's preference for 

the underdog.  They are everywhere and you might just discover a "Pearl of Great Price" - the best Christmas gift you 

could ever receive! 

          My Love to you all,  
                   ~Clyde 
 

              



December Anniversaries 

2 Bill & Faye Wood 

5 Joe & Judy Bailey 
Greg & Vicki Hartrich 

13 Jerry & Janet Lewis 

14 Bobby & Angie Fowler 
Carl & Brenda Pulley 
Jeremy & Lara Morgan 

20 John & Randi Chalfant 

27 Jimmy & Alice Harris 

The wreath during Advent is  

provided by  

Jimmy & Ruth Joyner. 

The Poinsettias are from the 

UMW 

December Birthdays 

2 Ann Davis 

6 Joey Anderson 
Donna Kerr 

8 Darrell Jones 
Randy Pittard 

10 Brenda Pippin 

12 Stephen Kerr 

13 Debbie Pittard 

16 Jessica Bailey 
Sharon Powers 

18 Keith Holland 

19 Anna Corbett 

24 Sam Ipock 

25 Our Lord and Savior   

26 Chris Bailey 

28 Don Bumgarner 

30 Brad Homlotis 
Alma Medlin 



Join us for a simple yet beautiful Christmas Eve  
service at 7:00 PM. We will sing, celebrate and share  

in this most blessed time of worship as we  
welcome again the Savior of the world.  

Please invite your neighbors! 



The ZUMC Sanctuary Choir will be performing their  
Christmas Cantata, "I Have Seen the Light,"  Sunday, De-

cember 11th, at the 11:00 am worship service. We hope that 
you will come out for this special performance to celebrate 

the Christmas season. 
 

The ZUMC Children's Choir will be performing Sunday, 
Dec. 18th during the 11:00 am worship service. It's not too 

late to have your child join in for this event. The last 2  
rehearsals will be on Wednesdays, Dec. 7th and 14th at 
6:30 pm. Please contact Randi Chalfant if you have any  

questions.  randichalfant@gmail.com 

mailto:randichalfant@gmail.com


A Night of Christmas Theatre 

 
Please join us Sunday, December 18th at  

6:30 pm for our 5th Annual Night of 

Christmas Theatre followed by a cookie 

fellowship. We are excited about our plans 

for this year’s performance and we hope 

you will be too! So save the date and make plans to 

bring the children and grandchildren. If you would like to help 

with the cookies and punch, please see Pat Tarbell. 

 

Presented for you by the ZUMC Puppet Ministry,  

Youth and the CIA Players.  

Sunday Morning Cup O' Grace Needs Hosts for 2017 

Thanks to the Adult Choir for hosting November and the Tuesday Evening Bible 
Study Group who will be our December hosts for Cup O’ Grace!  We are looking 
for hosts for the months of January, February and March!  Any group of the 
church (committees, mission ministry groups, women’s and men’s groups, etc.) 
can host a month.  Cup O' Grace provides coffee, pastries and fellowship each 
Sunday from 9:30 to 11:00 am in the Fellowship Hall.  If your group is willing to 

sponsor a month of this ministry please see or contact Pat Tarbell tar-
bell27597@aol.com or Trish Deal at trish.deal@yahoo.com.  

mailto:tarbell27597@aol.com
mailto:tarbell27597@aol.com
mailto:trish.deal@yahoo.com


 

The Upper Room where we meet each Sunday is a place for all youth to come to escape 

all the pressures they face during the week and always feel accepted, no matter what. Our 

Upper Room is for all the youth of the church and whomever they invite to come. There is 

always room for one more, God's table always has an empty seat.   

Upcoming Events : 

December 4th 
 

 2:00 pm Zebulon Christmas Parade Concession Stand 
This event will help raise money for the ZUMC Youth Program.   We will have a quick fast food lunch right 

after church, then head back to prepare for this event.    

 

 4:00 pm Night of Christmas Theatre Practice  

 5:30 pm Mystery Christmas Dinner 
To make sure we have enough for everyone, all those attending must  RSVP by Wednesday, Dec 30th  

by e-mail.  As always, youth can always invite a guest.   

We will have very two special presentations that will take place during our Christmas Party. If you are not 

there, you will miss out on an awesome time. No extra charge for having a good time.  

 

December 11th  

Last planned event of 2016! 
 

All youth need to be in the main sanctuary at the 11:00am service with our ZUMC shirts on. Rick has a few 

extras, or a royal blue shirt of your own will work.  We will let our church know how much we are thankful 

for the support they show us.  We will all be sitting together.  If you are a youth helping in the nursery or chil-

dren's church, please make arrangements to have someone fill in for you.   

 



Sunday, December 4:      The handbells will be playing carols after church outside 
    on the front steps of the church around 1:00pm (before 
    the parade), weather permitting.. 
Monday, December 5:      6:00 pm Christmas party – at Janet Lewis’s home!!! 
Monday, December 12:    No handbell practice. 
Sunday, December 18:    11:00am service.  Ringers will accompany the children’s 
    choir. 
Monday, December 19:     No handbell practice 
Monday, December 26:     No handbell practice 
 
Monday, January 2, 2017:  No handbell practice  
Monday, January 9, 2017:  Handbells resume practice at 7:00pm 
 
 
“The Jane B. Jennings Handbell Choir will be resuming practice on January 9th 2017 
at 7:00 pm (in the classroom across from the sanctuary).  If you are interested in 
playing handbells, please come!!  All are welcome!!   
If you have any questions, contact Janet Lewis 919-235-2536. 



        
7th 
 

 
Baked Ham, Mac & Cheese, Baked Apples and 

Rolls 
*Kids* Same Menu 

 
 

Jim & Trish Deal 

        
14th 
 

Baked Chicken w/ Herb Stuffing, Mashed Potatoes, 
Green Beans & Rolls 

*Kids* Chicken Nuggets, green beans, potatoes 

 
Robert & Kay Pulley 

USHERS FOR DECEMBER 

 
Jimmy Joyner, Head Usher 

  4th…………..Wayne& Amy Bouren, Jim Matias 

 11th………...Brad & Meredith Homlotis, John Chalfant 

 18th………..Carl & Brenda Pulley, Yvonne Eudy 

 25th ………..Jacob & Zach Bouren, Megan Montgomery 

  



ZUMC Preschool is hosting our Annual "Pancake  
Supper with Santa".  The supper will be held in the 
church Fellowship Hall on Friday, December 9th, from 
5:00pm - 8:00pm. Tickets are $7 / adult, $5 / children 
ages 3-10, and 2 & under free.  You can get tickets by 
calling the preschool at 919-269-6554 or buy tickets at 
the door. Please come support our preschool!   

It is almost Christmas--the time of year to celebrate with friends and 
family!!!!  On MONDAY,  December 12, we will meet at Boulevard 

Pizza in Wendell at 11:30am for a delicious lunch, fellowship and excit-
ing Christmas activities.  Please bring a wrapped (bagged) $5 gender 

neutral gift to exchange. I hope that all of you will make plans  
to attend!!! 

Questions?  Call Anna Corbett (919-810-9709). 



Refer to the church calendar on the church 
website for December activities 

 
www.zumchurch.org 


