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Pastor’s Ponderings…….
SO Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelist, the pastors and
teachers, to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be
built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and
become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. (Ephesians
4:11-13)

Stages of Christian Faith
We have all kinds of ways to measure physical and professional growth-grade, age,
height, rank, title, degree-we know how to advance and what should be the marks
of each stage of growth. Our spiritual is more difficult to assess. Inward signs and
outward behaviors give us clues, but those seem more subjective and harder to interpret. Are we still “babes in Christ”? Have we learned the foundational doctrines
mentioned in Hebrews 6? Where are we in “Becoming mature, attaining to the
whole measure of the fullness of Christ?” as St. Paul writes in Ephesians 4?
I have discovered a useful description of the Stages of Faith that may help each of
us understand what next step to take our growth in discipleship. The six stages,
with brief explanations of each, will be a little long for one newsletter article, so I
will complete this discussion in the September newsletter.
A number of Christian and Jewish writers have addressed these questions. James
Fowler, a Methodist pastor and professor, named the six stages as follows: (1)
Imaginative Faith, (2) Literal Faith, (3) Group Faith, (4) Personal Faith, (5) Mystical
Faith, and (6) Sacrificial Faith. All of these writers suggest that we move forward
and backward along this spectrum of growth, a few steps forward, a step or two
back. We may also digress to an earlier stage in times of high stress, like a child
who begins to suck his thumb when frightened, even after leaving that habit behind
as he grew older. Crises of Faith can set us back, but they can also help us grow,
right? Both are normal and necessary.
Imaginative Faith or Primitive Faith is the faith of the beginner, even including
the time in life before one can verbalize and faith in God at all. This is the faithlevel of small children, new converts, and of oppressed people who have little opportunity to learn and grow, but who may begin to form questions about spiritual
things. Adults can also be at this stage of faith, and usually feel helpless to protect
themselves from imagined dangers. Concerns with security and trust dominate
one’s thinking and the world is perceived as a mysterious and frightened place.
**continued…**

People at this stage need to be helped to trust in God who loves them and can be
trusted to rescue them from dangers physical and spiritual. People struggle to vocalize prayers, so the Psalms can provide a wonderful “vocabulary” and guide. They
begin to wrestle with issues of guilt and shame, and can be easily swayed by powerful personalities of leaders, good and bad.
Literal Faith or Conventional Faith is the stage in faith in which we begin to embrace the stories and guidelines of the Bible with curiosity and enthusiasm. This
is the time of faith development when one tries to discover what it means to be
a “Good Christian”, when one begins to believe that the principle of reciprocity
governs our relationship with God. For instance, if we will be good, God will take
care of us, answer our prayers, and protect us. Faith can be a system of reward
and punishment directly proportional to our sinful or obedient actions. Persons
at this faith level tend to take the bible literally and feel the need to defend the
legitimacy of the miracles and signs in the scripture. “Stage 2” Christians may
also fully embrace their leaders or their denomination’s doctrines, and can tolerate no questions or “Grey” areas of theology or ethics. Most fundamentalists fit
in this level of faith, and people in this age may tend to separate from all other
groups and surround themselves with like-minded believers. They may fear the
loss of heaven and therefore, may become hyper-vigilant about sin and holiness.
Their religious faith is still based on fear of God, rather than love for God. These
folks are disturbed when their experiences don’t measure up to their expectation, and can become cynical or depressed about faith. These disappointments
though, are God’s Spirit beckoning them into deeper trust and richer experiences of grace and mercy.
Group Faith or Synthesized Faith is the stage of faith when we desperately want
to fit in and appear “normal”. We become very self-aware, and long to perfectly
live out other’s expectations of us. We begin to become aware of the ethical and
social aspects of our lives of faith, and feel the need to judge and compartmentalize religious and secular concerns. This is like the stage of life of a teenager
who feels fully competent to separate from his/her parents’ guidance, but still
desperately needs the approval of his/her peers. Persons in this time of life are
learning to say “no” to their familiar traditions, beginning to individuate and
choose for themselves what doctrines and practices seem valuable, but may
“throw the baby out with the bath” in their haste to embrace a new identity. God
is perceived as a mysterious power too fearful to be encountered by one’s self.
We are beginning to think more critically about beliefs, but still doubt our own
judgments’ and tend to go along with our tribe. To move on to the next level of
faith, one must choose to have the courage to trust in the loving goodness of
God who will lead and care for us, even if we get some of our beliefs wrong. Our
image of God must grow beyond that of a spiteful, demanding God who is quick
to give up on us or others.
At the beginning of a new “program year”, it is a good time to “take stock” and
evaluate our growth over the last year. I hope some of this seems helpful. I’ll continue this article next month. For now, does any of this seem to fit? What stage of
faith seems to describe your life now? Do you recognize yourself or some other
person in these descriptions? Let us continue to grow in our faith and trust in the
Father of our Lord, Jesus Christ.

~Pastor Clyde Denny
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August Birthdays
4

Lauren Bailey

8

Katelyn Foust

7

Angie Fowler

10

Margie Bumgarner

14

Randy & Debbie Pittard

11

Tom Evans
David Windley

21

Darrell & Patty Jones

12

Mel Daughtridge

28

Mary Ann & Cristi Eakes

13

Lewis Gurkin
Jimmy Joyner

14

Caroline Tuck

15

Lowell Pulley

16

Peyton Windley

17

Debby Driver
Jewel Vinson

21

Abigael Jones

24

Richard Paschall

25

James Poole

28

Jason Rivera

31

Alex Harrelson

August Anniversaries

1

Wayne and Amy Bouren

6

Wayne and Ann Davis

11

Jim and Terry Matias
Jackie and Lynn Williams

13

Heber and Gina Windley

14

Randy and Debbie Pittard

19

Andy and Kristen Zeh

21

Richard and Pat Paschall

25

Mel and Linda Daughtridge

Sunday

Monday

1
7p-7:30p Trustees

Tuesday

2

Wednesday

3

Thursday

4

1p-2p Circle 1

Friday

5
8p-9p AA

Saturday

6
11:30a-12:30p Brown Bag

7p-7:30p Boy Scouts
7p-7:30p Steal Magnolias
7:30p-8:30p Circle 4 & 3

7
Communion Service

8
7p-7:30p SPRC

9a-9:30a Worship

9

10

7p-8p Historical Society

11
7p-7:30p Missions

12
8p-9p AA

7p-7:30p Boy Scouts

13
11:30a-12:30p Brown Bag
11:00a

Private Event

9:45a-10:45a Sunday School
11a-12p Worship
8p-9p AA

14
9a-9:30a Worship

15
7p-7:30p Finance

9:45a-10:45a Sunday School

16

17

18

6:30p-7p Evangelism

19
8p-9p AA

20
11:30a-12:30p Brown Bag

7p-7:30p Boy Scouts

11a-12p Worship
8p-9p AA

21

22

9a-9:30a Worship

23

24

7p-7:30p Boy Scouts

25
6p-7:30p UMM

9:45a-10:45a Sunday School
3p-4p Prayer Shawl Ministry
8p-9p AA
9a-9:30a Worship
9:45a-10:45a Sunday School
11a-12p Worship
6:30p-8p Janet Paschal Concert
8p-9p AA

27
11:30a-12:30p Brown Bag
9:00a-3:00p Undercover Quilters

11a-12p Worship

28

26
8p-9p AA

29
7p-7:30p Church Council

30
7p-7:30p Boy Scouts

31
6:30p-7p Preschool Orientation

Notes:

Fall Festival 2016 News
It is time to start thinking about Fall Festival 2016. The date is set for Saturday, October 8th, so mark your calendar!
We will have three co-chair families again this year: Jim and Trish Deal, Jim and
Terry Matias, and Darrell and Patty Jones. If you have any questions, or would like
to help in some way, please feel free to speak with one of us.
We are still working to get the Committee Chairpersons notebooks on-line, so if you
are a Committee Chairperson and haven’t submitted your committee information in a
Word document to Patty Jones, please take time during the month of August to work
on it. We are hoping to no longer have to keep up with the notebooks, and we want
any future chairpersons to have the information at their fingertips.

The Craft room will be open from 8am to 2pm and we need to have it full of handmade crafts!!! Hope those nimble fingers are working on wonderful crafts to fill up the
place!!! Thank you in advance for your donations of your lovely handwork!!!
P.S….we will have our “Heirloom Jewelry Sale” outside the craft room. Please check
your jewelry boxes for items you don't wear any longer. Get them to the committee
ahead of time if possible.
The Craft Room Committee
Debbie Beavers, Anna Corbett and Gail Tabor

Now is also the time to start working on those crafts, canning items for the country
store and looking for items for our silent and live auctions. We are looking forward
to a successful Fall Festival, but we can’t do it without you!
Jim and Trish Deal
Jim and Terry Matias
Darrell and Patty Jones
Fall Festival Co-Chairs

August

Fun Lovers will meet on August 9 in the Fellowship Hall at 11:30 for a covered dish
luncheon and speaker, Nancy Stolfo-Corti from Edythe's House. Please bring your
favorite dish to share. Hope to see all of you there!!! Invite someone to come with
you. Please call Anna Corbett if you need more information or have questions
(919-810-9709).

Janet Paschal
LIVE Performance
Head Usher
Charles Corbett
7th…………..Anna Corbett, Tom & Mary Lib Evans
14th………...Jeremy, Lara and Charlie Morgan
21st………..Willie, Alex and Isabella Harrelson
28th ………..Randy & Judy Sink, Mel Daughtridge

Zebulon United Methodist Church
August 28th, 6:30 P.M.
Admission is FREE.
A Love Offering will be received.
** For ONE night only**
Doors open at 5:30 pm

