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                           Sunrise Surprise 

                            Luke 23:55-24:12 
 

 It is pretty easy to smirk at the unbelief of the disciples!  Jesus had told them on sev-

eral occasions that he, The Son of Man, must die, be buried and rise after three 

days.  He had pointed to the prophets who had suggested resurrection of the Messiah, 

and he told parables about grain falling, dying, and then bearing fruit.  He had demon-

strated that he had the power of life and resurrection by raising the Widow's son in 

Nain and Lazarus in Bethany. You would think that they would have "gotten it" or 

would, at least, have kept an eye open for some kind of Sunrise Surprise. 

They did not!  The disciples disappeared into hiding and even the women, the Mary's and Salome, showed no  

evidence that they were expecting anything at the tomb on Sunday morning other than soldiers, a heavy stone and a 

corpse.  Without judging them, we notice that on Sunday morning the women rose early to go finish the burial cus-

toms started on Friday before sunset.  Now, we know what is coming and in hindsight, they will all kick themselves 

later for not trusting Jesus' words more, for surrendering their hope to the grave, and for their complete despair that 

dark Sabbath.   

 But here is the parable for us 2000 year later - just like the disciples and women, we have been disappointed before 

and we now carry guarded belief and tempered expectations for what God will do here and now.   

The Parable of Sunrise Surprise is that Jesus did not limit himself to their meager expectations, but burst out of those 

grave clothes and that sealed tomb to surprise everyone!  Jesus believed and trusted that God would not abandon him 

or forget the love and faith Jesus had lived.  That faith and love gave God the perfect means and materials to set Sal-

vation in motion, untangle sin, and defang death.  The disciples and the women did not make Resurrection happen, 

but they did not stop it by their unbelief either!  With a bit of faith, they could have spent that Black Sabbath with a 

little more hope and peace, wondering what God was "up to".  Faith...even in the dark. Hope...even when buried by 

"impossible".  Love...even while being rejected. 

 In one of the greatest monologues in Screen History, Tom Hank's character in Castaway describes how hope 

changed everything. You remember he was stranded on an island for 4 years after his plane went down in the Pa-

cific.  After his rescue and reunion with his fiancé, who is now married to someone else and has a child, Chuck 

Noland names his despair and tells a friend how he was changed when he was surprised by hope. 

   

I couldn't even kill myself the way I wanted to.  I had power over "nothing".  And that's when this feeling came over 

me like a warm blanket.  I knew somehow that I had to stay alive.  Somehow, I had to keep breathing.  Even though 

there was no reason to hope.  And all my logic said that I would never see this place again. 

 So that's what I did.  I stayed alive.  I kept breathing.  And one day my logic was proven all wrong because the tide 

came in and gave me a sail.  And now, here I am.  I'm back.  In Memphis, talking to you.  I have ice in my glass...and 

I've lost her all over again.  I'm so sad that I don't have Kelly.  But I'm so grateful that she was with me on that is-

land.  And I know what I have to do now.  I gotta keep breathing.  Because tomorrow the sun will rise.  

 Who knows what the tide could bring? 

 

     Who knows what the Tide could bring?  Who knows how tomorrow's Sunrise might surprise?  God is going to do 

great things!  The Resurrection of Jesus is just the beginning!  God is going to roll away stones and roadblocks and 

breath new life into some corpses - maybe even yours!  Easter is God's invitation to trust and to open our eyes and 

hearts to what Jesus will do next.                                                                   Christ is Risen Indeed!  Happy Easter! 

         My love to you all, ~ Pastor Clyde 



                 Visit us at: 

WWW.ZUMCHURCH.ORG 
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23 Sam & Pam Lee 

30 open 

April Anniversaries 

1 Chip & Michelle Hawke III 

8 Sam & Pam Lee 

9 Jim & Linda Chamblee 

13 Brent & Sonya Boykin 

18 Andy & Mary Lib Brannan 
Samuel & Brenda Pippin 

23 James & Pam Trantham 
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               EASTERN WAKE RELAY FOR LIFE 
American Cancer Society 

 
 

ZUMing Toward A Cure is moving forward in the annual East Wake Relay for 
Life for the American Cancer Society, which will be held May 19-20 at the 
Mudcats stadium. The team captains are Anna Corbett and Alice Harris. We 

are inviting the entire congregation to participate, including all those in our 
congregation who have battled cancer and those who have loved ones who 

have faced that battle. 
We will be using e-mail, phone calls and the newsletter to remind you how you 
can participate.  

 
To participate you can: 

Become a team member: get sponsors from your family, friends, neighbors 
and co-workers and plan to walk if you are able. In order to receive a t-
shirt, team members (NOT SURVIVORS) must raise $100 total. 

Purchase luminaries in honor of or in memory of loved ones who are or 
have battled cancer. This year, you can also purchase luminaries to 
honor caregivers! Invite family and friends to purchase luminaries. Cost 

of a luminary is still $10. Torches can be purchased to honor loved 
ones for $100 each. 

Survivors – recommend a survivor (as many as you know). Survivors join 
for free, they are honored at the SURVIVORS DINNER ON APRIL 27th. 
They do not have to be a member of ZUMC – any local person who has 

survived the battle with cancer is eligible. Our goal is to have as many 
ZUMC and community survivors registered as possible. Invitations will 
be mailed to all registered survivors. Let’s celebrate these survivors as 

we work to find cures and improve treatment that will guarantee more 
and more survivors! 

ZUMing Toward a Cure team will have a tent at the Relay so plan to join us for 
fun and fellowship on Friday, May 19. The  opening ceremony starts at 6 p.m 
with the luminary lighting at 9 p.m. 

 
Anna Corbett 269-9534 acorbett3@aol.com 

Alice Harris 269-9820 aliharry@nc.rr.com 
 

mailto:acorbett3@aol.com
mailto:aliharry@nc.rr.com


The first three months of 2017 a lot of things have been going on in The Upper 

Room. We started off the new year with a scavenger hunt and lock-in and 

wrapped it up with helping out with the Brown Bag Ministry.  It was an amazing 

sight to see the youth take part in helping the community.  We also had a two 

part series called “Love is.”  In this series the youth realized love is grace and 

action. In one of the lessons we talked about grace.  We come to the conclusion 

that grace is to forgive others and not hold things over their head.  In the Gospel 

of John the woman that was about to be stoned  had her fellow man holding stones over her ready to pass 

judgment down on her, they were not showing grace.  We may not hold stones in our hands when we are 

angry at someone but we hold on to hate and anger. Just as God doesn’t hold things against us and shows 

us grace we should follow his example. 

I am looking forward to the rest of the 2016/17 events of The Upper Room.  We will be taking a trip to King’s 

Dominion in May and will be doing a end of the year cook out for the last event of this years planned pro-

gramming. Also in the distant future is Pilgrimage 2017. This awesome event serves as a way to recharge 

our youth to give them the energy to walk with Christ throughout the school year. 

Since I began in October of last year we have seen growth in The Upper Room.  For those who haven’t 

came out to be a part of The Upper Room or haven’t been in some time there is always room for one more. 

Come and “taste and see that the Lord is Good” 

           ZUMC Food Pantry 
 

The Food Pantry Team would like to let you know that we are seeing a 31% in-

crease in the number of people we are feeding in 2017. As most of you know we 

joined with the NC Food Bank in 2016. We can get both meat and canned goods 

from the Food Bank for $.19/ pound. There are a number of items that we can’t 

source from the NC Food Bank. These items we need to purchase outright with the ZUMC Pan-

try budget at retail prices. 

There is a donation cart located in the Narthex. We would greatly appreciate it if you would con-

sider making a monthly donation to this basket. The items most needed are peanut butter, 1 

pound spaghetti, canned spaghetti sauce, cereal or grits, boxes of mac and cheese and ramen 

noodles. Your donations will assists us in containing our increase in volume within our existing 

budget. No one should go hungry! May God bless your generosity! 

 

 WEDNESDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY!  We would like to invite families to join 

ZUMC for Wednesday Night Fellowship. Bring your family for dinner starting at 6p. Parents 

can stay for bible study while your children and youth go downstairs for their program from 

6:30-8:00. Your children will be participating in Children's Choir/Music, Bible Lessons, 

Crafts and Playtime.   Please make sure to sign up for WNF  by way of the little pink  

papers in the pew or call the church office by  noon Tuesday.  If you need to cancel, call the 

church office, 269-9408, by 12p Tuesday or you will be expected to pay for the meal you or-

dered.  The cost of the meal is $6.00 per person, children 6-10 are $2.50 and 5 and under eat 

for free.  The family maximum is $15.00.   

April WNF Menu 

5th      Richard & Pat Paschall Roasted Pork w/Gravy, Mashed Potatoes, Green Beans,    
Apple Sauce and rolls 
 
**Kids**  Corndog Nuggets, Mashed Potatoes, Green Beans           
   and Applesauce 

12th          Brenda Pulley & 
                  Debbie Morgan 
 

Baked Chicken w/ Rice, Corn, Lima Beans and Rolls 
 
**Kids**  Chicken Nuggets, Corn and French Fries 

19th       Mason & Holly Bailey Baked Ham, Mac & Cheese, Green Beans and Rolls 
 
**Kids**   Same Menu 

 26th         Sam & Donna Ipock Baked Spaghetti, Tossed Salad & Rolls 
 
**Kids**  Spaghetti and Fruit Cup 

        ** 27th  Methodist Men **               Hamburger Steak, Potatoes, Corn & Rolls 



ZUMC Missions 

Do you know what the J.O.Y. Team is?  The J.O.Y. Team is a group of men who 

are available to the congregation and immediate family members for minor home 

repairs. They can add a ramp if needed, repair or install steps and hand rails etc. 

These men are waiting and willing to help. If the need arises do not hesitate to 

call on them. 

If you have a need contact Charles Corbett, JOY Team Leader or Mike Powers 

Missions Chair. 

The Fun Lovers go to the Sylvan Bird Park in  
Scotland Neck on April 11th. We will leave church at 
10:00 AM, have lunch at Abrams and see the birds at 

1:00 PM.  Please sign up if you wish to 
 ride the bus (14 seats).   

Sign up sheet in Fellowship Hall. Hope you  
will join us. 

 
Call Anna Corbett if you have questions.   

(919-810-9709) 

       CHURCH MEMBER HONORED AT CHAMBER BANQUET 
 
Our own ZUMC member John Middleswarth was named Zebulon’s 2016 “Citizen of  
the Year” by Mayor Bob Matheny. John was recognized at the recent annual 
Zebulon Chamber of Commerce awards banquet for his dedication to his  
community. John walks many miles each day wearing his blue jean bib overalls and     
straw hat picking up trash to make  Zebulon a more attractive place to live and work. 
John feels that he is earning the disability benefits he has received since health issues ended his  
truck driving career several years ago. 
John, your church is  PROUD of you and wish we had more CITIZENS LIKE YOU. 

                              March Budget Report 

DATE:  Amount Given Year to Date   
Monthly Amount  

 

Year to Date  
Budget Amount 

    March       $39,925.00                 $91,178.00                 $88,790.00 

March 2017 Church Softball League Schedule 
Zebulon United Methodist Church   

APRIL 

 

       3rd: 8:00 PM…...ZUMC vs Green Pines Baptist 

       4th: 9:00 PM……ZUMC vs Northside Community Church 

      11th: 8:00 PM…...ZUMC vs Knightdale Church of God 

      18th: 7:00 PM…...ZUMC vs Hephzibah 

      20th: 8:00 PM…...ZUMC vs The Knights of Columbus 

      25th: 9:00 PM…...ZUMC vs Cross Point Community 

      27th: 9:00 PM…...ZUMC vs Wakefield Central 

     

 MAY 

 

        4th: 8:00 PM…...ZUMC vs Saint Eugenes 

 
               **Tournament Games are to follow the end of the season.** 

 



 

~April 9th:     Palm/Passion Sunday 
The 9:00 AM morning worship message will focus on Jesus’s Triumphal Entry  

into the Holy City.  

The 11:00 AM service will employ the children for a palm branch processional. 

 

~April 13th: 7:00 PM:    Maundy Thursday Communion Service  

 

~April 14h:  7:00 PM:    Good Friday Tenebrae Service  
Somber remembrance of the crucifixion and burial of Jesus. 

 

~April 16th:   Easter Sunday 
 6:30 AM: Sunrise worship at Gethsemane Gardens, Zebulon 

 7:00 AM: Breakfast in the ZUMC fellowship hall. 

 9:45 AM:        Bible Study 

           11:00 AM: Easter Cantata and Service 

 

 

 

Please bring flowers from your gardens to place upon the cross with reflection and  

reverence as a symbol of death, darkness, pain and hopelessness is transformed  

into something beautiful, new and alive in celebration of the Resurrection of Christ. 

 

 

You may approach and decorate the cross with the flowers you and your family have  

brought during the first hymn Easter Sunday  

We are collecting goodies for our 14 college students through 
April 12th. Our students can use, pens, pencils, Post-Its, high-
lighters, small note pads, paper, journals, folders, etc. along 
with packaged snacks, gum, and candy. Look for the box in 

the kitchen. Cash donations will also be accepted.  

For additional information, contact Anna Corbett. 

                                   April 5th,  

              Meditative Prayer Walk: Labyrinth 
 

   As part of your Lenten worship you are invited to practice  

   meditation in the form of a prayer walk using a floor labyrinth. 

A labyrinth is a path which leads, via a circuitous route, to the 

center of an intricate design and back out again. A labyrinth’s 

route is unicursal; that is, it has only a single path. Unlike a 

maze, a labyrinth is designed for ease of navigation, and it is 

impossible to get lost within one. It is used to facilitate prayer, 

meditation, spiritual transformation, and/or global unity. The 

most famous prayer labyrinths today include an ancient one in 

the cathedral of Chartres, France, another in the cathedral of 

Duomo di Siena, Tuscany; and two maintained by Grace  

Cathedral, an Episcopal church in San Francisco. While prayer 

labyrinths have been used in Catholic cathedrals for centuries, 

the past decade has seen resurgence in their popularity through 

all Christian groups. 

       CHURCH MEMBER HONORED AT CHAMBER BANQUET 
 
Our own ZUMC member John Middleswarth was named Zebulon’s 2016 “Citizen of  
the Year” by Mayor Bob Matheny. John was recognized at the recent annual 
Zebulon Chamber of Commerce awards banquet for his dedication to his  
community. John walks many miles each day wearing his blue jean bib overalls and     
straw hat picking up trash to make  Zebulon a more attractive place to live and work. 
John feels that he is earning the disability benefits he has received since health issues ended his  
truck driving career several years ago. 
John, your church is  PROUD of you and wish we had more CITIZENS LIKE YOU. 



 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

                        1   
             Trustees Campus Clean UP 8 AM 

            11:30a-12:30p Brown Bag 

2   3   4   5   6   7   8   

 Communion Service 7p-7:30p Handbells 9a-10a Tuesday Women's Bible Study 6:30p-8:30p W-N-Family   8p-9p AA 11:30a-12:30p Brown Bag 

   9a-9:30a Worship 7p-7:30p Trustees 12:30p-1:30p Circle 1 7p-7:30p **Holy Service**   8p-8:30p Al-Anon   

   9:45a-10:45a Sunday School   7p-7:30p Boy Scouts         

   11a-12p Worship   7p-7:30p Steel Magnolias         

   2p-4p Chamblee Anniversary   7:30p-8:30p Circle 4 & 3         

   5:30p-7p Youth             

   8p-9p AA             

              

9   10   11   12   13   14   15   

 **PALM SUNDAY**                                                                                                                                                     *** HOLY WEEK ***  ** GOOD FRIDAY **  **Holy Saturday** 

   9a-9:30a Worship 7p-7:30p Handbells 9a-10a Tuesday Women's Bible Study 6:30p-8:30p W-N-Family 7p-7:30p Maundy Thursday Service 7p-7:30p Tenebra Service 11:30a-12:30p Brown Bag 

   9:45a-10:45a Sunday School   10a-10:30a Fun Lovers     8p-9p AA   

   11a-12p Worship   7p-8p Historical Society     8p-8:30p Al-Anon   

   5:30p-7p Youth   7p-7:30p Boy Scouts         

   8p-9p AA             

              

16   17   18   19   20   21   22   

 ** EASTER SUNDAY ** 7p-7:30p Finance 9a-10a Tuesday Women's Bible Study 6:30p-8:30p W-N-Family   8p-9p AA 11:30a-12:30p Brown Bag 

   6:30a-7a Sunrise Service 7p-7:30p Handbells 6:30p-7p Evangelism     8p-8:30p Al-Anon   

   7a-7:30a Breakfast Fellowship Hall   7p-7:30p Boy Scouts         

   9:45a-10:45a Sunday School             

   11a-12p Easter Cantata             

             

   5:30p-7p Youth             

   8p-9p AA             

23   24   25   26   27   28   29   

   9a-9:30a Worship 7p-7:30p Church Council 9a-10a Tuesday Women's Bible Study 6:30p-8:30p W-N-Family 6p-7:30p UMM 8p-9p AA   ZUMC Shred-a-thon 

   9:45a-10:45a Sunday School 7p-7:30p Handbells 7p-7:30p Boy Scouts     8p-8:30p Al-Anon 11:30a-12:30p Brown Bag 

   11a-12p Worship             

   5:30p-7p Youth             

   8p-9p AA             

              

30   Notes:                     

   9a-9:30a Worship             

   9:45a-10:45a Sunday School             

   11a-12p Worship             

   5:30p-7p Youth             

   8p-9p AA             
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