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To my dear Congregation,


When I am afraid, I put my trust in you. In God, whose word I praise, in God I 
trust; I shall not be afraid. What can flesh do to me? Psalm 56:3-4 

The Psalms have always been a source of comfort for the church in uncertain times. 
There is no doubt that we are living in uncertain times, that was true before the out-
break of this novel coronavirus and has become even more true during this pandemic. 
When we as believers in Jesus face uncertainty, trial, hardship, or even pandemics, we 
turn to the maker and sovereign ruler of the universe for our source of strength. When 
we fear, we put our trust in the God who we praise. When we fear, we know rest in the 
promise that nothing will separate us from the love of God that we have in Christ (Ro-
mans 8:38-39). 


When the church has faced pandemic or crisis in the past, it did not cower or fear but 
rose to the occasion. In crisis after crisis and pestilence after pestilence, the church 
has a beacon of hope, reaching out to people and providing support to people even 
when it meant putting itself in harm’s way. While we will not be reckless or unwise, we 
must take the example of the past church and, ultimately, Jesus in serving our neighbor 
and our community in this time. 


I am writing this letter to talk about our response as a church to our current pandemic. 
This letter will be broken into sections of response to different questions that may 
come to mind. If there is something that is not covered in this letter that you may have 
a question about, please call the church office (919-778-2550) or me (Pastor Andrew 
336-782-9228) or Megan (540-915-2886). You can also reach us by text or email (An-
drew: andrewh@newhopefriends.org/megan: newhopefriends@nc.rr.com).

Operations 

Week to Week 

We plan to make decisions about canceling events and Sunday Worship on a weekly 
basis at this time. Members of Ministry and Counsel will meet (either in person or by 
phone) to decide the coming week’s cancellations each Sunday. Expect for communi-
cation from the church office on Sunday Evening or Monday about the events for the 
coming week. 


mailto:andrewh@newhopefriends.org
mailto:newhopefriends@nc.rr.com


Our Responsibility 

We are making decisions based on information given to us by the authorities and gov-
erning powers of our country. We seek to be an example of obedience as long as it 
does not cause us to compromise our core tenets. We look to Romans 13:1-5 and Ti-
tus 3:1 for our instruction on interacting with the ruling authorities. Please keep our 
leaders in your prayers as they make decisions that are best for the welfare of the peo-
ple they are governing. Also pray for the leadership of our church as well. 


The scriptures tell us in Hebrews 13:17-19 that church leaders should watch over their 
flock as those who would give an account. We pray that God would strengthen the 
leaders of our church and also the leaders of the churches in our area that they would 
be strengthened in this trying time.	 	 	 	 	 	 


Staying Connected 

Since we are currently not meeting in any way in person, it is important for us to stay 
connected. The Scriptures teach us that we should not forsake the assembly or the 
congregation of ourselves together. When we are unable to do this physically, we will 
do so in other ways, not forsaking the church or congregation. We want to give you a 
few ways that we plan to stay connected during this time.


Sunday Services 

Each Sunday we will plan to livestream a service beginning at 10:45am. This livestream 
will be on Facebook and (starting this week) on Youtube. We plan to include all of the 
worship elements of our weekly service while we are streaming. This includes singing, 
open worship, Bible reading, giving, prayer, and preaching.


We ask that if you are able to gather with a small group of people (within the guidelines 
of CDC) in homes to watch and participate in the service, that you should. Also, if you 
are unable (or do not know how) to access the livestream, please let us know and we 
can make arrangements either through someone opening their home or by someone 
stopping by to teach you. 


Giving 

As I said, we will continue with the regular worship elements during our Sunday ser-
vice. One of the ways that we worship God is through our giving. We give cheerfully 
and because Jesus has given so much to us. (2 Corinthians 6:9-15). We give to support 
the work of God through our church. We give to support the mission of God in our 
church. 


We will give opportunity during the service for you to put aside your tithe or giving as 
an act of worship. We encourage you to use this time during the livestream to write the 



check or pull out the money and put it aside as an offering to God. There will be three 
options for getting the money to the church: mail, pick up, or drop off. We ask that you 
please either send your giving in by mail or arrange for it to be picked up or dropped 
off at the church. If you would like for someone to come pick it up, please call to 
arrange it.


Personal Connections 

We also ask that you please stay connected with each other during this time. For many 
in our congregation, going out of your home is not recommended so please check in 
with each other by phone or message. We encourage you to even pray with each other 
or read scripture together. Our plan is to release a Bible reading plan that will help you 
stay connected with God and with the church during this time.


Outreach Opportunities 

We are organizing several opportunities for outreach during this time. We strongly be-
lieve that this is a time that our church can be a light in the darkness and uncertainty so 
we will make the best use of this opportunity by following the leading of the Spirit 
(Ephesians 5:15-21). We have a few opportunities that you can be involved with al-
ready, but we also are open to more suggestions and ideas. Here are a few that you 
may want to be involved in by either calling or looking at the sign ups we have posted 
online:


Drive Thru Meal Drive: We have partnered with Make a Difference food pantry in Mt. 
Olive to provide hot meals for the Elroy community. The school system is providing 
meals for children during the breakfast and lunch times, but many may need supper as 
well. We will provide a hot meal through a drive thru at the church for those that may 
need it. Special thanks to Hayley Fly for organizing this partnership. 
Meals for Public Servants: We will be provided at least one meal per week to a differ-
ent division of public service in our community. On this Friday, we will be providing 
lunch for the Wayne County Sheriff’s Department. We will send out sign ups for items 
to provide for this meal. We will be doing a different area of public service each week. 
Please donate items or money so that we can support those who are in public service. 
We are also planning to purchase food from local restaurants for these meals so make 
sure you donate! 
Meals on Wheels: Wages has closed due to health concerns during this pandemic. 
We have partnered with Make a Difference Food Pantry to provide meals to the Elroy 
Route during this time. Stay tuned for more information about this process. If you are a 
part of Meals on Wheels and do not feel comfortable delivering at this time, please let 
us know. 


We also want to use your ideas as well. If you have an idea or suggestion for ways that 
we can help, please call or email. 




My prayer is that we will be able to resume our church activities very soon. In this time, 
please do not hesitate to call or ask if you need help. We are praying for everyone’s 
safety and health. God is in control and he has promised to walk with us even though 
we walk in the darkest and worst valleys. Even in our worst days, we continue to praise 
our God and King, knowing that there is nothing that can separate us from the love of 
Christ: Romans 8:38-39 38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor 
rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 
God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

I love you all and will see you soon. 


God Bless!


Pastor Andrew Hise


