
BETTER IN PERSON! 

Do you understand how significant Pentecost is? The 

church was born on the day of Pentecost when God 

poured out His Spirit and 3,000 people were saved and 

baptized in one day. As you know, our Worship 

Committee, Deacons, Elders and staff worked together 

in October and November of 2020 to reevaluate our 

mission statement and core values and set future goals 

for SMPC. During that time, I was working through a 

sermon series on Acts. It is appropriate to revisit this 

important information as we approach Pentecost, and 

as we work together to continue to improve our 

ministry at SMPC.  

The early church in Jerusalem was a model of healthy 

spiritual development. They focused their attention on 

their relationship with God and let Him use them for 

His glory. Their devotion to God and the gift of the 

Holy Spirit impacted the believers in profound ways: 

The believers experienced the continuing 

outpouring of God’s power on the spiritual leaders 

of the new church. Many wonders and signs were 

done through the apostles. (Acts 2:43) 

The believers experienced a strong desire for Christian 

fellowship that strengthened the bond and witness of 

the early church. All who believed were together. (Acts 

2:44) 

The believers experienced a strong desire for genuine 

corporate worship and Christian fellowship. So 

continually with one mind in the temple, and breaking 

bread from house to house, they ate their food with 

gladness and simplicity of heart. (Acts 2:46) 

The believers experienced authentic, spontaneous 

worship praising God, and having favor with 

all the people. (Acts 2:47) 

The believers experienced a spontaneous 

desire for evangelism and God’s divine 

endorsement of their spiritual relationship with Him.      

And the Lord added to 

the church daily those 

who were being saved. (Acts 2:47)   

The difference that the Holy Spirit makes in the 

lives of those He fills is immeasurable. He fills 

them with a power that is inconceivable to the 

human mind. The same weak Peter, who only 

weeks earlier had denied Jesus three times out of 

cowardice and fear, now spoke so powerfully 

about the life and resurrection of Jesus, that 3,000 

people became believers that day. The Holy Spirit 

gave Peter the boldness, the authority, and the 

truth that he had never had before. That is what 

the Holy Spirit can do in a person in a day. Imagine 

what the results can be when we live every day 

being obedient to the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

How could we, individually and as a church, 

not be transformed! God willingly gives to all 

who obey Him, who seek to be disciples of 

Jesus and follow Him. The Holy Spirit has the 

power to transform each one of us and can 

use each one of us to transform SMPC. On 

Pentecost Sunday, May 23rd, we will be 

moving to two services (8 a.m. and 10 a.m.). We 

invite each of you to come back and worship with 

your church family in person. Each church group 

and committee will have a table set-up in the foyer 

between services (9 a.m.) where you can find ways 

to connect with others, and sign up and volunteer 

to use your God-given gifts. There is a place where 

you can use your gifts to make a difference, and I 

ask that you pray about this and come ready to 

find the areas where you can serve.  

We need each one of you and your gifts to fulfill 

our new Mission Statement: To shine the light of 

Jesus Christ: to discover, experience, and share 

His love with our community and world. 

In His Grip, 

Pastor Doug 
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PROPERTY 

The Property Committee of your Session, most recently headed by Doug Lefever and now chaired 
by Lou Shaw, is often hard at work behind the scenes.  There are a couple of important projects in 
the works right now. 

YOUTH HOUSE 
Phase one on the Youth House Revitalization began with filling a large dumpster with junk on March 
20. Seven church members helped with the cleanup. We will get a larger dumpster to remove the 
broken and worn out furniture. There will be a need for some strong people to move the furniture. 
There will be a painting party to do all of the rooms.  Stay tuned - dates to come! 

SANCTUARY CARE & MAINTENANCE 
New light bulbs have been ordered for the chandeliers in the church and the windows will be 
washed before Pentecost Sunday. 

NEW WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
8:00 am & 10:00 am STARTING MAY 23—PENTECOST SUNDAY! 

On the Day of Pentecost, we celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit descending in a mighty rush of 
wind and flame to inspire the church’s proclamation of Christ’s rising and to empower its 
mission and ministry to the world. The book of Acts tells the story of the outcome of Pentecost’s 
new creation: people witness in word and in deed to the risen Christ. At the outset, the newborn 
church immediately tumbled out into the streets to witness to God’s mighty works in the 
languages of people all over the world! 
 

This is the day we will begin holding two worship services:  an 8:00 AM 
traditional style service, and a 10:00 AM, blended/contemporary style 
service.  Both services will be held in the main church. 
 
Between services that day, from about 9:00 - 10:00 AM, there will be a ministry fair in the foyer, 
where you can learn ways to get involved in the exciting ministry happening right now at SMPC. 
 
See you there! 



DEACONS 

The Deacons of SMPC continue in our ministry 
of service, both to reach out to the needy in 
our community and to build up our church 
members and attenders in fellowship with our 
Lord Jesus Christ and with one another. We’ve 
been busy, and there’s a lot coming up these 
next few months! 

THANK YOU for your participation in the South 
Butler K-5 Weekend Food Program. We 
collected a huge amount of food. See for 
yourself in the picture below. This will all go 
directly to feeding hungry school children right 
here in our community. 

 

Food collection for the South Butler K-5 

Springtime is here, and that brings Mother’s 
Day (May 9) and Father’s Day (June 20). We 
have some fun traditions here for these 
special occasions. Mothers, be sure to be on 
the lookout for a beautiful potted flower that 
you can enjoy all season long.  

Fathers, hope you have the garden ready 
because a young tomato plant is coming 
your way! Be sure to be in church those 
respective Sundays to enjoy these fun 
extras. 

Our Palm Sunday Cookie Sale was a success. 
Thanks to all who donated and purchased 
cookies. Proceeds from sales like this help 
to keep our ministry going strong. 

SAVE THE DATE! Garage Sale: Fri May 14,  
9-1 & Sat May 15, 8-2. Donate your items 
the week of May 10, in the evenings from  
6-8 pm. Your newest treasure is waiting for 
you! 

Looking further ahead:  Get ready for a good 
ol’ fashioned CHURCH PICNIC on August 29 
at a local outdoor venue. We’re planning 
already and are very excited! Stayed tuned 
for more details as the date approaches. 

 

MISSIONS 

This winter and spring, we decided to embark on a mission to put food on the table for those in 
need in our community.  The Lord put it on our hearts especially to help those in our community 
who have been directly impacted by the various economic effects of the COVID-19 pandemic.  Our 
Community Food Service initiative ran on the 3rd Wednesday of the month for the past few months.  
Here is what the Lord blessed us to be able to do. 

Through this mission effort, we have helped out 39 families in the local area.  We provided them 
with a frozen chicken and fresh frozen corn from Jones Turkey farm.  The mission committee, along 
with a few volunteers, made fresh Turkey soup that we froze to hand out over the last 3 
months.  The families also received bags of grocery items along with fresh eggs, butter, bread and 
milk.  We want to thank all of our generous donors of food and money!  April will be the last food 
distribution month, but we intend on a cooked meal for the community in the month of May.  
Helpers welcome! 



Congratulations to the graduation class 

of 2021! 

 

 Caitlyn Goldinger 

 Emily Kondrick 

 Kaylyn Miller 

 Steven Sinka 

 Sarah Slagel 

VBS 
June 6-10 (Sun – Thurs) 

6 pm 
3 yrs – 5th grade 

Join us Sunday, May 16th while 3rd and 4th graders receive   

Bibles from the church and we will recognize the graduating 

class of 2021. 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

A Confirmation Class is being planned and will begin in 

May. More details will follow. 



WOMEN’S MINISTRY 

A new Bible study class is 

starting April 27th, led by 

Sherry Mosley.  Please join 

us at 7 pm in the Fellow-

ship Hall as we study the 

book of Genesis. Bring a 

Bible, pen and notepad and 

be ready to study the  

Word! 

Women’s Bible Study 

A new class begins April 27th, led by Sherry Mosley.  
Please join us Tuesdays at 7 pm in the Bride’s Room 
as we study the book of Genesis. Bring a Bible, pen, 
and notepad and be ready to study the Word! 

Women Dine Out 

“WDO” continues to meet the last Monday of the 
month at 6 pm  in the Fellowship Hall. Dinner and 
drinks are provided and snacks are always welcomed! 

Card Ministry 

Chris Heckathorne oversees the card ministry here at 
SMPC. She sends out cards to many different people 
throughout the year. Chris sends cards to shut-ins, 
cards to those that have not been able to make it to 
church, cards to new members joining our church, as 
well as those that the Lord has put on her mind.  

Chris will write special thoughts or place inspirational 
notes inside the cards. She loves to hear back from 
folks who have received her cards. It means so much 
for her to hear back from those she is in contact with.  

Chris also greets our church family each Sunday 
morning as she loves seeing the smiles on peoples’ 
faces. 

If you would like to be a part of this wonderful card 
ministry (sending out cards and making phone calls), 
please see Chris!  She would love to have more 
people on her team. 

Coffee Talk 

Many of you may be wondering what Coffee Talk 
actually is.  Well if you would like to come and have a 
cup of coffee with a group of ladies that want to 
share about God in their lives, you will feel right at 
home!   It is a time for us to get together and share 
our joys and concerns and to be inspired by God’s 
Holy Word. 

Everyone is welcome, and you do not need to be a 
member of our church.  You can invite a relative, 
friend, or a neighbor.  

We have a speaker at each Coffee Talk, who leads us 
in prayer and provides inspiration talks.   

Coffee Talk is hosted by Chris Heckathorne the last 
Saturday of the month starting at 9 am.   A breakfast 
item to share would be a great thing to bring!  

Chris would like to thank each and every one of the 
speakers and guests who have been a part of Coffee 
Talk over the many years.  Many thanks for sharing 
your life experiences and helping us all to learn and 
grow in the Lord.  Chris says, “We are very blessed to 
have each other during this difficult time of COVID.  
Coffee Talk time is a casual and uplifting way to get 
together and praise God.  It’s wonderful to see how 
our lives are impacted by the grace of God.” 

Sewing Group 

The Sewing Ministry has been a part of Memorial 
Church as long as the fall festivals have been 
occurring. Originally, sewing work was completed in 
Rich and Arlene Ekas' basement. Original folks 
included Arlene, Ruth Ann McCraley, and Ruth Ann's, 
mom. Eventually, the group expanded to include 
Nancy Pauli, Judy George, and Joyce Vorp—too many 
for the Ekas basement!  

We moved to the Bridesroom in the church sometime 
after 2005. With Session assistance, we were able to 
buy 5 sewing machines. All machines and sewing 
supplies are stored in cabinets in the church. This 
endeavor now includes the previously mentioned 
ladies, as well as  Jean Fox, Sally Fester, Marlyn 
Mendicino. Debbie Kinney, Lynette Beatty, Jessica 
Kennedy, Carol Livengood, Karen O'Brien,Kim Seibert, 
Valerie Shaw and Abby Ziegler. Debbie Minton and 
Karen MaCurdy sew from their homes to contribute 
Fall Festival items. ...as do so many other church 
members. 

Our main mission is to prepare handmade, quilted, 
and useful items for the Fall Festival. However, many 
members of the group belong to other sewing 
groups or guilds that sew extensively for the Butler 
VA, Children’s Hospital, and other charities. With this 
significantly expanded group, it will become 
necessary to use the Church narthex as well. 

Session helps with having our machines cleaned and  
with the purchase of batting and sewing supplies. 
Many folks have graciously donated cotton fabrics. 
We are also a teaching and learning organization, 
willing to teach our crafts to anyone interested.   

We meet Mondays from 1-4 PM.  Please call the 
church office you are interested in learning more 
about the Sewing Group. 



MUSIC MINISTRY 

Prayer, Proclamation, and Praise 

Music that Worships a Holy God in a Wholly Biblical Way 

In our last letter, we began to explore the Psalms as a model for the music of worship. We gave 

particular attention to the function of music as prayer in worship. We now turn to another way music aids 

our worship, as proclamation. So what does that mean? 

Colossians 3:16 happens to be something of a theme verse for our music ministry here at SMPC. It reads: 

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing 

psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God.” 

“Teaching and admonishing one another…” with the music of worship! As you come to sing on Sunday 

mornings, do you think of it that way – as an opportunity to teach others, and to learn from them, as we 

shared the truths of Scripture in song? Looking back to our example of the Biblical music book, Psalm 

60 is even given the ascription, “for instruction (teaching).” We often think of our music for worship 

strictly at a “vertical” action, to God alone. And that is certainly correct as God is our foremost orientation 

and the ultimate object and recipient of our worship. But Colossians 3:16 is reminding us that there is 

also a temporal aspect to our worship, that there are a couple hundred people in this room with us as we 

sing, and those saints are hearing and experiencing these words as we utter them. 

Many excellent hymns and songs of the faith are replete with truth from Scripture, either in direct 

quotation, doxology, or theological concepts. Martin Luther was fond of the phrase “sing and say” by 

which he meant that you are not only making music when you sing songs of faith, but you are also 

saying the truth that we believe. The music of worship is more than just something nice to listen to or to 

take in. It is something in which each of us participating in worship has a responsibility to actively 

participate. Your brothers and sisters standing around you need to hear the truth of Scripture proclaimed 

into their lives. Their spiritual life depends on it. 

Psalm 119:171-172 tells us: 

“My lips will pour forth praise, 

    for you teach me your statutes. 

My tongue will sing of your word, 

    for all your commandments are right.” 

Surely with an understanding of these words, Fanny Crosby (who wrote some 8,000 hymns!), wrote in 

her famous hymn, “Redeemed” that, “I sing for I cannot be silent.” In “O Zion, Haste” we sing, “Proclaim 

to every people, tongue and nation that God, in whom they live and move, is love: Tell how He stooped 

to save His lost creation, and died on earth that man might live above.” On Easter Sunday, our band 

closed the service with a song titled “My Redeemer Lives”. What are these doing but proclaiming truths 

from Scripture, boldly, to the glory of God, and to the edification of those joined with us in worship. 

So why do we sing? Not because we like to sing, not even because we like a particular song or style of 

music. But rather because we cannot be silent. We sing as part of our worship because it is an honor due 

to God, that we would be so full of love and gratitude for Him and His work on the cross – His grace to 

us – that we cannot help but to pour forth praise from our lips. If we do this consistently with boldness, 

and with thankfulness in our hearts to God, our brothers and sisters joining in worship will be taught and 

encouraged in faith. That is a promise from God. And He always keeps His promises. Indeed, His 

faithfulness endures forever. Would we at SMPC be faithful to worship Him in our music as He deserves. 

In service to Christ and His Church, 

Dan 



We welcome new members to 

our church family! 

 Sherry Moseley 

Amy Shuffstall 

Alivia Shuffstall 

Janice Tocco 

For the first quarter of the year (i.e. January – 
March 2021) the Church generated an excess 
of revenues over expenses of $6,000.  General 
Giving is running approximately 15% ($13,000) 
behind budget after 3 months.  The Church also 
received Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) 
proceeds totaling $36,000 from the 
government which have successfully been 
converted from a loan to a grant. 
 
As a reminder, the Per Capita assessment  

NEW MEMBERS BAPTISMS DEATHS  

Nora Gwendolyn Lefever, 

daughter of Mathew and 

Holly Lefever 

  

Our deepest sympathy to the 

family of Doris Antoszyk who 

passed away on Feb. 5, 2021. 

 

May the Lord grant her 

 eternal rest. 

  

FINANCE REPORT 

for 2021 is $32. Special Per Capita 
envelopes were included in your 2021 
Giving Envelope cartons. Please use those 
envelopes to  
submit your Per Capita payment. For those 
of you who utilize online giving, please 
write a separate check made payable to 
SMPC,  
indicate “per capita” in the memo section, 
and place your check in the collection plate 
on Sunday, or mail to SMPC, 100 West 
Main St., Saxonburg PA 16056. 

If you haven’t yet, follow us on facebook! 

facebook.com/SaxonburgMPC 

facebook.com/smpcKids 

Subscribe to our YouTube channel!  Just search the church name on YouTube and you should 

find us pretty easily.  Clicking *subscribe* on our channel can help us to spread the Word even 

further beyond our walls. 

Our website is full of information.  We are working to make this a better place for you to get the 

information you need about what’s happening in our church community.  Be checking 

www.saxonburg.org regularly for updates and info. 

You Can Request DVDs of Worship Services 

We stream our services LIVE to both facebook and YouTube on Sundays at 10:00 AM.  Shortly 

after service, the video is linked directly on the “Worship Services” page of our website.  If you 

do not have access to any of those online platforms, please contact the office to request DVD 

copies of services.  We want to be sure you are able to worship with your very own church 

community, whoever and wherever you are. 

http://www.saxonburg.org


The SMPC annual Church Yard Sale   

May 14  from  9-1 pm  

May 15  from  8-2 pm  

 

We are accepting items for the sale starting May 10 from  6-8 

pm in the Fellowship Hall. Please no TVs or electronics. Gently 

worn clothing can be donated.  



UPCOMING EVENTS! 

Date Event Place Time 

Sun, May 2 Young Adult & Family Small Group Various Homes 
   - Contact Dan Byerly 

5:00 PM 

Mon, May 3 Sewing Group Bride's Room 1 - 4 PM 

Tue, May 4 Women's Bible Study (Genesis) Fellowship Hall 7:00 PM 

Sun, May 9 Mother's Day     

Mon, May 10 
  - Thu, May 13 

Garage Sale Item Dropoff Fellowship Hall 6 - 8 PM 

Mon, May 10 Sewing Group Bride's Room 1 - 4 PM 

Tue, May 11 Women's Bible Study (Genesis) Fellowship Hall 7:00 PM 

Fri, May 14 Spring Garage Sale Fellowship Hall 9 AM - 1 PM 

Sat, May 15 Spring Garage Sale Fellowship Hall 8 AM - 2 PM 

Sun, May 16 Student Recognition Sunday 
   - 3rd & 4th graders receive Bibles 
   - High School Graduates 
     recognized 

Sanctuary During 
10:00 AM 

Service 

Sun, May 16 Young Adult & Family Small Group Various Homes 5:00 PM 

Mon, May 17 Sewing Group Bride's Room 1 - 4 PM 

Tues, May 18 Women’s Bible Study (Genesis)   Fellowship Hall 7:00 PM 

Sat, May 22 Officer Training Fellowship Hall 9 AM—Noon 

Sun, May 23 Pentecost Sunday - 
NEW SERVICE SCHEDULE 
   Traditional Service 
      Ministry Fair 
   Blended / Contemporary Service 

 
 
Main Church 
   Foyer 
Main Church 

 
 

8:00 AM 
9:00 AM 

10:00 AM 

Mon, May 24 Sewing Group Bride's Room 1 - 4 PM 

Tue, May 25 Women's Bible Study (Genesis) Fellowship Hall 7:00 PM 

Sat, May 29 Coffee Talk Chris Heckathorne's Home 9:00 AM 

Mon, May 31 Women Dine Out Fellowship Hall 6:00 PM 

Mon, May 31 Sewing Group Bride's Room 1 - 4 PM 

Tue, Jun 1 Women's Bible Study (Genesis) Fellowship Hall 7:00 PM 



 Event Place Time 

Sun, Jun 6 
  - Thu, Jun 10 

Vacation Bible School Main Church 6:00 PM 

Sun, Jun 6 Young Adult & Family Small Group Various Homes 5:00 PM 

Mon, Jun 7 Sewing Group Bride's Room 1 - 4 PM 

Tue, Jun 8 Women's Bible Study (Genesis) Fellowship Hall 7:00 PM 

Mon, Jun 14 Sewing Group Bride's Room 1 - 4 PM 

Tue, Jun 15 Women's Bible Study (Genesis) Fellowship Hall 7:00 PM 

Thu, Jun 17 Mingle on Main Outside on Main Street 5:30 - 8:30 PM 

Sun, Jun 20 Father's Day     

Sun, Jun 20 Young Adult & Family Small Group Various Homes 5:00 PM 

Mon, Jun 21 Sewing Group Bride's Room 1 - 4 PM 

Tue, Jun 22 Women's Bible Study (Genesis) Fellowship Hall 7:00 PM 

Sat, Jun 26 Coffee Talk Chris Heckathorne's Home 9:00 AM 

Mon, Jun 28 Women Dine Out Fellowship Hall 6:00 PM 

Mon, Jun 28 Sewing Group Bride's Room 1 - 4 PM 

Tue, Jun 29 Women's Bible Study (Genesis) Fellowship Hall 7:00 PM 

Mon, Jul 5 Sewing Group Bride's Room 1 - 4 PM 

Sun, Jul 11 Young Adult & Family Small Group Various Homes 5:00 PM 

Mon, Jul 12 Sewing Group Bride's Room 1 - 4 PM 

Thu, Jul 15 Mingle on Main Outside on Main Street 5:30 - 8:30 PM 

Sun, Jul 18 Young Adult & Family Small Group Various Homes 5:00 PM 

Mon, Jul 19 Sewing Group Bride's Room 1 - 4 PM 

Mon, Jul 26 Women Dine Out Fellowship Hall 6:00 PM 

Mon, Jul 26 Sewing Group Bride's Room 1 - 4 PM 

Sat, Jul 31 Coffee Talk Chris Heckathorne's Home 9:00 AM 

Sun, Aug 29 CHURCH PICNIC Details coming soon!   





Saxonburg Memorial Presbyterian Church 

PO Box 466 

100 W. Main St. 

Saxonburg, PA 16056 

saxonburg.org 

 

Rev. Douglas M. Dorsey, Sr. Pastor 

Dan Byerly, Director of Music Ministry 

Molly Raraigh, Director of Children’s Ministry 

 

NEW! Worship Times:  

Sunday mornings starting May 23 

 8:00 AM Traditional 

 10:00 AM Blended / Contemporary 

** All Services Meet in the Main Church ** 

 

www.saxonburg.org 

www.facebook.com/saxonburgmpc 

 


