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 Rev. Dr. Mark Whitley Alexia Herrin,  Lacie Wilkins Ad. Assistant 
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Sunday, February 7 ~ 

Deep Calls To Deep 

Psalm 42:1-11 

Holy Communion 
 

Special Music: 

Shelby Sanders  
 

Sunday, February 14 ~ 

No Searchlights Needed 

Psalm 139:1-12 
 

Special Music:  

Justin Davis 
 

Wednesday, February 17 ~ 

Ash Wednesday  

Service at 6:00pm 
 

Sunday, February 21 ~  

Sermon Title  

and Text -  

to be announced 
 

Special Music:  

Theresa Bevers 

Worship 10:55am in the 

Sanctuary. 
 

 

Sunday, February 28 ~ 

Sermon Title  

and Text -  

to be announced 
 

Special Music:  

Alexia Herrin 

Worship 10:55am in the 

Sanctuary. 
 

Please join us in the Sanctuary on Wednesday, February 17th 

at 6:00pm. We will not have an imposition of the ashes, but 

we will have an alternate way to receive the ashes this year.  

 

 COVID-19 Vaccine Workers Lunch 

On Friday, February 19th we will be providing 

lunch for the healthcare workers giving out 

the vaccine at the REC Multipurpose building. 

We will serve about 50 workers. Lasagna, 

bread, salad, with brownies or cookies for dessert. If you are 

able please donate towards the cost of this meal. This is a 

great way to be HIS hands and feet to show HIS love to the 

healthcare workers. If you can make brownies or cookies, 

please let Barbara know. It would be great to have them 

brought to the church in individual bags for easy serving. 

Questions? Contact Barbara Thomas.   
 

 

Worship in the Sanctuary! 
We have all been waiting to hear 

those wonderful words! We will 

resume worship in the Sanctuary 

on Sunday, February 21st at 

10:55am!  

For more information of how we 

will meet together safely, please be sure to read Pastor Marks 

letter on the inside of the newsletter.  



Glad tidings, Lindsay United Methodist Church!   

 

Found four times in the New Testament, and not found at all in the Old Testament, are the words “glad 

tidings,” words found only in the King James Version translation.  Typically, other translations use the 

words “good tidings.”  But I prefer “glad tidings,” especially for this article.  The angel Gabriel first 

speaks these words to Zechariah in Luke 1, as Gabriel appears to Zechariah in the Temple of the Lord 

to prophecy that Zechariah, who was an “old man,” and Elizabeth, who was “well stricken in years,” 

would finally have the curse of barrenness lifted from them and that they would give birth to a son who 

would be known the world as John the Baptist.  Glad tidings are very good, unexpected news, indeed! 

 

So…what glad tidings do I have to offer?  Glad tidings, Lindsay United Methodist Church!  In-person 

worship will begin again on Wednesday, February 17th as we celebrate Ash Wednesday and enter into 

the holy season of Lent.  Our first Sunday of in-person worship will be the following Sunday, February 

21st.  Everyone in our church is invited to both services, though there is some strongly suggested guid-

ance I pray we will all covenant to follow in order to meet together safely. 

 

We all know the painful truth that no church can sustain itself by online worship alone.  We must come 

again to worship, fellowship, and disciple each other – together –but we must do so in a safe way that 

minimizes risks to each other as long as the pandemic remains so dangerous to our public health. 

 

Our church leadership and staff helped me create guidance regarding in-person worship in a letter to be 

mailed to each member.  For now, here is what church leadership has agreed upon.  We are starting on 

Ash Wednesday as it usually a service that has fewer in attendance than on Sundays.  This allows us to 

establish, test, and adjust our new routine before our first Sunday in worship together on February 21st.   

 

By Ash Wednesday, we pray and expect the Covid positivity rate in Oklahoma to continue dropping. 

Also, more people will have been vaccinated by then and will be gaining resistance to infection.  It may 

never be perfectly safe, but it will be safer to begin re-opening the church than it has been.  This will be 

our first step.  Progressively, more church activities will be re-opened as it becomes safer to do so.   

 

Here is a critical consideration in my thinking.  I hope that many of you are aware of John Wesley's 

Three Simple Rules.  Bishop Reuben Job wrote a small book about those Three Simple Rules a few 

years ago that many United Methodist Churches studied, and many preachers referenced for sermon 

series.  Rule Number Two is "Do Good."  Rule Number Three is "Stay in Love with God."  This leaves 

Rule Number One, “Do No Harm,” which always speaks to me because it is also a guiding rule for 

physicians and other healthcare practitioners and providers, as I was prior to ministry.  Even before we 

do all the good we can…as a church, even before we do the work of staying in love with God…as a 

church, we must endeavor first to do no harm…as a church. 

 

This is a historically significant time in our lives together as citizens and members of our faith fellow-

ship.  As we return to in-person worship, first we must do no harm.  This must be our most important 

guidance in our planning.  Ash Wednesday gives us a couple of weeks to get the details in place that 

will include adjustments to the service itself, such as additional preparation for our audio/video tech-

nology, as well as doing what is needed to go back as a live broadcast for KBLP. 

 

 

 

 



I think there is an important theological reason to start our first worship service on Ash Wednesday, the 

first day of Lent.  Lent is a season of sacrifice, the willful, intentional spiritual practice of giving up 

something of value.  Lent can also be a season of sacrifice through the spiritual practice of taking on 

something new.  This is an intentional sacrifice of will, need, and time as a way of worshiping God, 

and spiritually entering to the journey toward the cross of Christ's sacrifice. 

 

As our intentional acts of Lenten sacrifice, I am appealing to all of you, our church members, to 

mask and socially distance during each in-person worship.  Except for those who cannot mask at all 

for health reasons, I am asking those who generally do not mask anywhere to agree as your Lenten sac-

rifice to mask for this one hour to worship and fellowship, even if this is the only hour each week you 

wear a mask.  Others who cannot or do not want to mask, can continue their meaningful sacrifice of 

staying home, worshiping with us online or radio until it is safe to expand in-person worship further. 

 

However, I want to make it clear that no one will be refused admission to the church who wants 

to worship with us, mask or no mask.  Our church will continue to make hand cleanser and masks 

available.  We will continue social distancing by closing every other row in the sanctuary.  Family 

groups can sit together, but we must minimize physical contact with each other by asking folks not to 

shake hands or hug.  I know there is little many of us want as much as to be able to hug friends and 

family we have not seen for such a long time, but this is an important sacrifice we must continue to 

make for now.  We do know is that singing is the most effective way to spread airborne, respiratory vi-

ruses, like COVID-19, during worship.  Accordingly, our great choir will continue not to sing until it is 

absolutely safe to do so.  For now, our congregational worship singing will remain limited to singing 

through our masks, or humming loudly, for the safety of those around us. 

 

I am so sorry that we have to keep such stringent safety measures in place for now, but even more, I do 

not want our church, nor any of us, to face the guilt we would all feel should any of us get sick while at 

church, or worse, to risk losing friends and fellow church members because we all know severe illness, 

and even death, are real possibilities.  This is especially true for older members and those whose pre-

existing health concerns make them susceptible to the more dreadful outcomes from the infection. 

 

Making decisions that bring us to the greatest good for the greatest number of church members has also 

been a guiding principle for me as a senior pastor.  Our decision-making process in the local church 

functions best when our church leadership, laity and clergy, guided by the Holy Spirit—and not by our 

individual, personal pride or need—uses consensus to reach important decisions.  I did my due dili-

gence, gaining consensus as I could from those church leaders who responded to my requests. 

 

Be looking for my letter.  I pray these initial “Glad Tidings” suffice within the context of our member-

ship covenant, which I believe calls us to worship our Gracious God in the safest ways possible, and in 

a manner that does the least harm possible.  It remains critical, that beyond worship, we also begin 

planning safe ways to be in mission and ministry to Lindsay, and to return to the work of making serv-

ants, servant leaders, and fully engaged disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 

world…beginning right here in Lindsay, Oklahoma.  We start Ash Wednesday.  I look forward to see 

you all soon…in your masks!  Be safe.  Be well.  Be at peace. 

 

 

Pastor Mark  



Life in the Body of Christ 
...Our Presence in Jan... 
Worship 72 

                         
…Our Gifts… 

Needed Weekly      $4,717.65 

Received… 

Jan.       3  $5,936.00 

            10  $2,950.00 

            17 $900.00 

 24 $2,750.00 

 31 $106.00 

 TOTAL $12,642.00 

$23,588.25 was needed to 

meet all of our church needs 

for the month. We were under 

that amount by $10,946.25 

 

...Worship... 
If you would like to watch 

our worship services you 

can do so by going to the 

LUMC Facebook page. 
Facebook.com/LindsayUMC 

OR 

Not on Facebook... 

go to www.lindsayumc.com 

Look for “Watch Our 

Worship Service”, the link 

will take you to a page to 

watch the video. Please call 

or text Lacie if you need 

help. 
 

You can also find our weekly 

worship bulletin, monthly 

newsletter, upper room 

devotionals and much more 

on our church website. 

…Our Prayers… 

Our Church; 

Our Community, 

Our Troops, 

Our Government 

Tyler & Amelia Harrison  

& Family,  

Tommy Ferguson’s Mother, 

Shut ins: 

Wilma Johnson, Pat Wall 

Health Challenges: 

Lori Barber, Rachel Franklin, 

Frankie Minton (broken pel-

vis), Julia Murray, Sandra 

Pratt, Nancy Rogers, Rick 

Webb 

 

...Condolences... 
to the Harrison Family. 

Liam Phillip Harrison  

was called home on  

January 17, 2021.  

Services and lunch for the 

family was on January 27th.  
 

...Thank You’s... 
Thank you to everyone who 

purchased and delivered 

drinks for the COVID-19 

vaccine workers. I 

appreciate you and your 

willingness! ~ Lacie  

 

Thank you to all who 

donated food, time to set 

up, clean up and everything 

in between for the Harrison 

family dinner.  
 

February Birthdays 
1st Claude Cameron 

 Halli Harris 

 Elsa Urban 

4th  Clay Stone 

 Matt Williams 

5th  Jordan Jarrels 

 Sadie Edwards 

7th  Suzanne Estes 

 Joyce Webb 

8th  Rusty Harrison 

10th  Sharon Vanoni 

12th  Rev. Jacki Banks 

14th  Joely Jarrels 

15th  Liam Harrison 

17th  Mary Mae Owens 

18th  Lee Butcher 

19th  Barre Griffith 

 Jacob Holinsworth 

21st  Leschen Crawford 

 Geri Cutler 

22nd  Donald Johnson 

 Ronald Johnson 

23rd  Theresa Bevers 

                Janet Garrett 

25th  Gary Hargrove 

 Brandi Millsap 

27th  Zac Elkins 

 

BE on the lookout for the new 

prayer cards Pastor Mark has 

out.  They are green and the 

box to return them is right by 

them in the Narthex. We will 

not have prayer cards in the 

pews.



Depending on Covid 19: Here is the current 2021 Camp info
 

Cross Point Youth: 6th Grade - Grads:  July 13 - 17 
From making friends, having fun, and new adventures to being quiet under the stars, listening to 

hear God – is what you will experience all in one day at camp! After a long year, getting outside 

in fresh air, among the trees, and the lake sounds like a slice of heaven. You’ll feel right at home 

located on the 

edge of beautiful Lake Texoma. You’ll be cared for by an awesome, trained, and compassionate 

staff. Cross Point Youth Camp is a great way to unplug and regroup! Each day will include options 

like swimming, tubing, canoes, archery, navigating the challenge course, arts, skits, crazy games, 

campfires, great worship, lots of laughter, new friends, and so much more. You will have to be 

here to believe it! UMYF members that want to go to camp need to Contact Lacie.   
gular 

Price: Growin’ in Grace 3rd - 5th Grade: July 9 - 11  
Growin’ in Grace is a traditional 3-day and 2-night camp focusing on age-appropriate activities in 

God’s creation. In addition to hiking, swimming, recreation, and crafts, campers participate in 

interactive small group learning and creative worship. Campers can build relationships with other 

churches from across the state.  

Early Bird price: $178 *Registered by April 15th  

Regular price: $ 198 child ; $92 adult 
Growing $30 

0New Day Camp 2021 
New Day Camp is for children who have at least one incarcerated parent. These children are the 

forgotten victims of crime and we help them experience a New Day. Each summer New Day 

Camp welcomes children to Lake Texoma to ride boats, take swimming lessons from an Olympic 

swim coach, bike, fish and so much more.  

We want as many children as possible to have this life changing experience from New Day Camp. 

In 2019 they had 15 graduated campers who came back as leaders; 9 as youth leaders and 6 as 

adult leaders.  

 

New Day Camp is funded by donations... more like investments in young lives... from individuals, 

churches, Sunday School Classes, UMW/UMM groups, and corporations -- all outside the 

connectional giving process. The approximate cost to participate is $600 per child.  

 

New Day Camp will be taking place in June. (Depending on what is happening with Covid) If you 

are interested in sponsoring a child, or donating toward a child attending New Day Camp, please 

get your donation to the church office. Mark your check “New Day Camp”.  
 

Didn’t find the camp info you need? Call Lacie or you can go to 
 

https://okcamps.org/2021-virtual-camp-book/
 

 



United Methodist Church 

P.O. Box 467 

Lindsay OK, 73052 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors. 

The People of the United Methodist Church. 
 

...Food Pantry... 

In the month January we served 9 households for a total of 25 individuals. We give food to those 
in need when they call the church or come by. Donations are always welcome. 
Below is borrowed from Facebook.  
 

Sharing wisdom from a food bank volunteer: 
1.  Everyone donates Kraft Mac & Cheese 
 in the box. But it needs milk and butter 
 which is hard to get from food banks. 
2.  Boxed Milk is a treasure.  
 Kids need it for cereal. 
3.  Everyone donates pasta sauce and 
 spaghetti noodles. 
4.  Canned Foods should be Pop Tops. 
5.  Oil is a luxury, needed for Rice a Roni 
 which they get a lot of.  
6.  Spices, Salt & Pepper are a real gift. 
7.  Tea bags and Coffee are caring gifts. 
8.  Sugar & Flour are treats. 
9.  Rarely is there fresh meat.  
10. Tuna & Crackers make a good lunch 
 
 

11.  Hamburger Helper goes nowhere 
 without ground beef. 
12.  They get lots of peanut butter and jelly 
 but need sandwich bread. 
13.  Butter and Margarine are good. (Butter 
 can be frozen) 
14.  Eggs are a commodity! 
15. Cake mixes and frosting makes it 
 possible to make a child’s birthday cake. 
16.  Dishwashing Detergent is very 
 expensive & always appreciated. 
17. Everyone loves Stove Top Stuffing.  
18. Hygiene products and diapers are luxury 
 items and can make someone cry 
19. Pets get hungry too. Dog and Cat foods 
 are appreciated. Pets are sometimes 
 their only friend. 
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February 2021 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

  

 

 

 

Recording 
Worship 
5:30pm 

 

 

 

 

  

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

Holy Communion 

Worship 
10:55am  
KBLP, 

Facebook,  

 
lindsayumc.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recording 
Worship 
5:30pm 

 

 

  

                     14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

Worship 
10:55am  
KBLP, 

Facebook,  

 
lindsayumc.com 

 

Cross Point 
Camp 

Registration 
Opens 

 Ash Wednesday  

6:00pm 

Bloodmobile  

11am-6pm 

COVID-19 
Vaccine  

Worker Lunch 

 

 

 

 

 

 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

In Sanctuary 
Worship 
10:55am  

& 

KBLP, 
Facebook,  

 
lindsayumc.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

28       

In Sanctuary 
Worship 
10:55am  

& 

KBLP, 
Facebook,  

 
lindsayumc.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 


