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Dear Lindsay Church family,  
 
Glad tidings!  Glad tidings, indeed!  We are pleased to announce that we resume 
in-person worship on Ash Wednesday, February 17, 2021 at 6:00 p.m.  Our worship 
service may be a bit different from our last public worship, however, based on some of 
the recommendations we will implement as described below.  I hope by now you read 
my article in our February newsletter that introduced this more detailed guidance 
document.   This document is the initial recommendations.  Additional recommendations 
will be made and implemented as it becomes safer to do so. 
 
We have created a re-launch process to resume in-person worship. I sought out and 
solicited perspective and suggestions from key leaders in the church, in addition to 
including paid staff members Jamie Allison and Lacie Wilkins.  In all cases, I tried to 
reach a consensus of opinion, thought, and practice to create this initial guidance. 
 
We met and developed the following plan to implement worship, based on guidelines by 
the CDC, the State of Oklahoma Health department, and the Oklahoma Annual 
Conference of the UMC.  This document is based on a comprehensive document my 
wife, Rev. Susan Whitley, created while pastor at Skiatook First United Methodist 
Church.  I am grateful for her work. 
 
Public health safety for our church is our utmost, defining concern as long as the 
COVID-19 pandemic continues. We will open in progressive phases.  At this time, we 
do not know how long each phase will last.  Those decisions depend on the best 
medical, scientific, and most statistical information and healthcare recommendations as 
they become available.  
 
We know that many of you will choose not to return just yet. We understand that and 
want you to know we support you and your decisions.  If you find yourself anxious about 
exposure to the Covid virus, we ask you to please stay home as an act of Lenten 
sacrifice.  If you are in a high-risk category due to age, pre-existing medical conditions, 
or living with someone who is, we understand and encourage you to choose safety first 
for you and your family.  Especially if you feel ill, or have any symptoms including cough 
and fever, we also ask you to stay home to limit exposure to those around you.  Per 
CDC recommended guidance, worship attendance is limited to no more than 50 
persons. 
 
Here a list of some of the things we are doing to minimize the risk of COVID-19 
transmission.  We hope you understand we are doing these things out of love, care, 
respect, and concern for our church family.  We act in accordance with John Wesley’s 
Three Rules of Simple Living:  Rule 1.  Do No Harm; Rule 2. Do All the Good You Can; 
Rule 3.  Stay in Love with God. 
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Initial Phase Guidance to Reopen In-person Worship at Lindsay UMC 
 
What the church is doing: 

 
• The church will be thoroughly sanitized before worship on February 17th.  Our 
custodian, Jamie Allison, has been keeping it clean during this time away, but we will 
have an additional deep cleaning the week before worship.  
 

• We are asking everyone who attends in-person worship to wear a mask covering your 
nose and mouth, in order to limit exposure to the virus.  We will have disposable masks 
available at the door, or you may bring one from home.  If you cannot wear a mask for 
medical reasons, anxiety, or any other reason, we encourage you to show sacrificial 
love for your neighbor and remain at home.   Hand sanitizer is available at the door as 
you come in and leave.  We ask you to please use it before entering and upon leaving. 

 
However, if you feel it is best for your own spiritual well-being to attend 
worship without a mask, we will not prevent those who wish to worship 
unmasked from attending. 
 

 • Sanctuary doors will remain open during worship, and entrance doors will be  
propped open, as weather permits, as you enter and exit the church to avoid door 
handles, etc.  For now, we are asking all persons who attend worship to only enter 
the church through the main sanctuary doors under the stained glass on the south 
side of the sanctuary, and through the single door on the east side of the sanctuary 
narthex.  The double glass doors on the sanctuary’s east side will remain locked. 
 

 • We will observe social distancing of at least six feet in the sanctuary. Every other  
pew will be marked as unavailable.  Family groups from the same home may sit 
together, but there must be at least six feet between them and the next person on 
the same pew.  We ask you that you understand and respect this.  

 
 • Congregational singing will be limited for now as those of you who sing aloud are  

asked to only sing while wearing your face mask completely over your nose and 
mouth.  Numerous studies have shown that projected airflow while singing is much 
greater, and travels much farther, than while speaking. Several documented cases 
of church gatherings with choirs have led to severe outbreaks of COVID-19.  Music 
may occasionally be pre-recorded, or music videos shown during this initial phase of 
reopening.  Of course, you may hum or sing silently, making music in your heart and 
your head, at least for a while. 
 

  The following is from the Centers for Disease Control regarding singing: 
 
What is already known about (COVID-19)? 

 
Superspreading events involving SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes 
COVID-19, have been reported. 
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 What is added by this report? 
 

Following a 2.5-hour choir practice attended by 61 persons (in March 
2020), including a symptomatic index patient, 32 confirmed and 20 
probable secondary COVID-19 cases occurred (attack rate = 53.3% to 
86.7%); three patients were hospitalized, and two died. Transmission was 
likely facilitated by close proximity (within 6 feet) during practice and 
augmented by the act of singing. 

 
 What are the implications for public health practice? 
 

The potential for superspreader events underscores the importance of 
physical distancing, including avoiding gathering in large groups, to control 
spread of COVID-19. Enhancing community awareness can encourage 
symptomatic persons and contacts of ill persons to isolate or self-
quarantine to prevent ongoing transmission. 

  -https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6919e6.htm 

 
 • Offering plates will not be passed.  We do not want many hands touching the  

offering plates. Offering plates or baskets will be available to put your offering in as 
you enter or as you leave the sanctuary.  You can also continue the practice of 
mailing your contributions to the church, making on-line contributions, or dropping 
your offerings, tithes, and gifts off in-person at the office.  We love seeing your faces! 

 
• Offering envelopes, prayer request cards, and Bibles will be removed from pews to 
avoid surface contamination.  A few hymnals will be available for use, though all 
lyrics will be projected on our worship screen. 
 
• New, green prayer request cards will be available at the entrance to the sanctuary.  
You can pick up a card when entering.  Complete the prayer card with as much 
information as you can.  At the end of the service, prayer cards can be dropped into 
the brown locked box where the prayer cards are at the entrance.  Pastor Mark has 
the key to the lock and will use the cards to keep up with pastoral care needs within 
our church and its extended family.  Unless the prayer request is marked 
“Confidential,” Pastor Mark will share the information on the prayer cards with our 
church prayer team. 
 

 • Adult Sunday School classes will not meet during our initial reopening phase. 
  
• Children’s and youth ministries will not meet during our initial reopening.  Children 
and youth are welcome in worship, but must remain seated with family groups. 
There will be no nursery services offered initially.  We invite all children, toddlers, 
and infants to remain with their parents during our one hour of worship.  We realize 
this directly impacts our young families, and we wish it did not have to be this way.  

 
 



 

Page 4 of 5 
 

 • Attendance of every person in worship will be recorded for purposes of contact  
 tracing should there be an instance of disease transmission.  In the event of a  

positive diagnosis of COVID-19, we must know everyone who could have possibly 
been exposed. County and state health officials will be notified if there is a confirmed 
case of COVID-19 develops in a worship attendee.  Follow up contract tracing will be 
completed accordingly by public health professionals. 
 
• All worship and liturgy will be on the screens.  No printed bulletins will be available 
for Sunday worship.  As is our practice, Lacie will continue to post church bulletins to 
the church website.  Others will have hard copy of the bulletin mailed to them.  

 
 • Worship will be limited to approximately no more than one hour.  The longer people  
 are in close proximity, the greater the risk of disease transmission.  
 

• We will continue to record the worship service and post it online on Facebook and 
on our new church YouTube Channel after worship is over.  People who cannot 
attend can view the service online or listen to the live broadcast on KBLP. 
 

 • We encourage attendees to not congregate in the building in groups either before  
 or after worship.  There will be no food or drink (meaning coffee or doughnuts)  
 available in the usual congregating areas.  
 

• The sanctuary and other areas used by attendees will be sanitized 48 to 72 hours 
after worship.  Any contamination or viral particles will have settled and will have 
been neutralized by then as naturally as possible, reducing exposure to others.   

   
What you can do to help:  
 
 • Be kind and cooperative.  None of us prefers making these sacrifices just to attend  
 worship, yet, we believe these are the safest practices for now so that we can do  
 the greatest good for the greatest number of folks in our church family.  
 

• Love thy neighbor!  Willingly and ungrudgingly, please, PLEASE wear a mask as 
an act of love for your neighbors around you during worship.  Mask as an act of 
Lenten sacrifice, even if this is the only hour you wear a mask each week. 

 
• Volunteer to help guide people to our socially distanced seating.  We may need to 
assist others with facemasks, using hand sanitizer, and taking attendance. 
 
• Pray for each other, especially those who are providing important leadership as we 
transition to a different way of worship.  Pray for our church, its ministries, our 
community, and our world.  

 
 • Continue to support our church financially through the regular giving of your tithes,  
 offerings, and gifts in all the ways you can.  
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• Pray for this time of transition for all of our church—especially as Pastor Mark is 
still integrating himself and his ministries into the life of the church and community. 

 
Theological Considerations: 
 
Lastly, let us remember Paul’s admonition to the Philippians and take it to heart, “Let 
each of you look not your own interests, but to the interests of others.”(Philippians 2:4) 
That is a basic call of the Christian life.  Our salvation and welfare is always communal.  
Our individual well-being depends upon, and draws from, our communal and corporate 
well-being as a church. 
 
We also appeal to our hearts, minds, and spirits from our United Methodist Social 
Principles:  

 
“Health is a condition of physical, mental, social, and spiritual well-being.  John 
10:10b says, “I came so that they could have life—indeed, so that they could live life 
to the fullest.”  Stewardship of health is the responsibility of each person to whom 
health has been entrusted.  Creating the personal, environmental, and social 
conditions in which health can thrive is a joint responsibility—public and private.  We 
encourage individuals to pursue a healthy lifestyle and affirm the importance of 
preventive health care, health education, environmental and occupational safety, 
good nutrition, and secure housing in achieving health. Health care is a basic human 
right.” (Paragraph 162V) 

    - https://www.umcjustice.org/who-we-are/social-principles-and-resolutions/the-
social-community-162/the-social-community-right-to-health-care-162-v 

 

We have a responsibility to maintain worship in the safest, most responsible way we 
can.  Again, this is just our initial guidance to reopen in-person worship.  Additional 
guidance will follow as our public health circumstances warrant.  I look forward to seeing 
many of you again in February, and beyond.   
 
First, we must do no harm.  I feel confident in saying that anyone in our church would be 
simply devastated if we put anyone at undue risk for sickness, or worse.   
 
If you have ANY questions, need clarification about this guidance, or have any 
concerns, please do not hesitate to reach out to me, to Lacie Wilkins, or any member of 
the leadership team who guide our fellowship and worship here at Lindsay United 
Methodist Church.  I am grateful for each of their contributions to this initial guidance.  I 
am grateful to God for each of you. 
 
For now and always, be well.  Be blessed.  Be at peace.  All this to the glory of God. 
 
In Christ, 
 
 
Pastor Mark 


